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CRS-  1 

T ? e  v r o o o s e 3  Yaual R L c E t s  a ~ e c d r n e ~ t  + o  t h e  n.5. c o r s 5 t u t F o n  was first 
i r .+ -c . ' , . 1~~3  5 -  1923, 3r.d w a s  p ~ c s e d  by +he Corc ress  L-? 1972.  Tf it r o c e i v e s  
s p n - o v s l  i3 t \ e  f o r m  of  s s + l f i c a t i o c  by 38 Staces b e f o r e  "r. 22, 1979, t h e  
m e a F u r ~  vill become tb? 2 7 t h  B ~ e n d m e ? t  t o  4Ee C o r s t L L u t i ? r ,  and wi'l r e a n i r e  
s q n a l  t r e a t e s n t  u r ~ d e r  F ~ 3 e r a l  snd S t a t e  laws .z%O p r a c ? t c s s  f o r  a l l  p e r s o n s ,  
r e q a r ? l o ? s  o f  sex. W E q l e  sorce Arer~cans would  we'_cone s cor.s+,FC-utFo-a1 
a u a r z r t e e  o* equa l  r 5 q 5 t s  zard r e r p m s i b i l i 3 i s  f o r  p e r s x s  of b o t h  sexes, 
o t h e r s  7 2 9 ~  t h e  prcpose? a m e ~ d m e n t  2 s  a ~ c t e a t l e l  threat to family life a22 
t o  t r r a f i i t i o ~ s l  r o ' e ~  of  men a r d  womer. 

R A C F O P 9 ~ F 3  ----- A K D  POLICY 

TEP Fouse  o f  ? e p r e s e ? t a t i v e s  ~ a s s e d  the E q a s l  ? 1 a ? t ~  3 m e n d ~ e n t  TI? t h e  ??st 
C o n a r e s s  on Aua. I n ,  7970, af%es +he d t s c h a r g e  proce3ure wzs used to free t h o  
~ r o p c s a l  from % h e  J u 2 i c i a r y  COTI(IF.F_*~CI. T h e r e  t s d  been r.o cosmittee a c t i o r .  ort 
t h e  ? P A  f o r  2 2  years p r l o r  t o  t h t s  a c t i o n .  

F h o ~  t h e  S e n a t e  c o n c i d e s e d  t h e  measu re  i n  Qctober  1 g 7 9 ,  Ft a d o p t e d  two 
a n e r d ~ o n t s :  t o  exnmpt womer. f'rom t h e  d r a f t  a r d  to p e r m i t  r e c i t a t i o r ?  of 
~ o n t ? ~ ~ o n i n a + F o n a l  p r a y e r s  ic p u b l i c  s c h c o l s  2'6 e t h e r  puOl5.c buildings. 
Suppor'ors of  ? h e  ERA wore a q a i n  u n f s c p y  w i t h  a r  anerded v e r s i o c ,  a n d  on Nos. 
1 9 ,  107" ,  by u?3n?rnons c o n s e n t ,  the Senate l a i d  e s l d e  t k 2  proposed E R A ,  a n d  
t o o k  ro f u r + h e r  ection ir the 9 ? s t  C o c g r e s s ,  



The House ~ a ~ s e d  t k . e  FRA (K.J .Fes .  2'3e) i n  the c 2 n d  C o c q r e s s  on OC?. 72;. 
1971, r o i e c * , i n u  t w o  c c ~ s i t t e e  a r n e n d n ~ ~ t s  wf i .5~3  woxll? h 3 v e :  ( 7 )  a d d s d  ",he 
w o r d s  '105 any pessor." t o  S e c t i o ?  1, i??d (2 )  a d d e d  z  s 2 c t i o ~ .  a l l o w i n g  the 
s x e m p + l c R  o f  women from the draft a ? d  holdirq ' t a t  %?.e f J 3  w o u l d  not impair 
4217 v 3 i i d i f v  of a n y  f aw w h i c h  w r f ; a s c r . s b i ~  pronotos ti-!.. ke- ._lCh sn2 safes? of 
t h e  o s o ~ l e . ~ ~  The Ser.a?e zpproved H.J,Fes. 2CF! o? ?!3r. 2 2 ,  79'9, c l e a r l r g  it 
f o r  ra-kifica+,io?. bv  t h e  S t 3 t e s ,  

?b.v t  o v a r v  'Fede-rC 3 r  SLzte I l w  n a k l n q  3?y Est ! .nc tLon  betwoe? in4n a n d  
w27.ler. irctlld b e  i i ? v ; l l i d  u r ~ d s r  ?F.e Ysgst  F?iuZl+s Ame.n?~c?.,t, wh5ch r e q u i r e s  t h z t  
a o v e r ? z ? ; t s  + r e a t  2 a c h  person, male  or f e a a l a ,  2 s  a c l C F z 9 n  a n d  L 2 2 i v 5 d i ~ a l  
u ~ 3 e r  t h e  t ~ u .  B o t 5  proponelts z l d  opponepts  @f t h e  a z e n d n e n t  a g r e e  t h a t  
D r 3 p e r  i ? t e r p s e t a t ! . o n  o f  t h e  E R A  w o u l d  result i n  "he 9 1 F ~ i r ~ t l o n  of t h e  use 
of s e x  a: the scle f a c t q r  In Zeterrni?. : ing,  f o ~  e x a m z 1 6 ,  vho w ~ u l d  be s u b j e c t  
+ 3  t h e  military draft, if or...e were r e l r . s t a ? e d :  wto ii! a 3 f v o r c e  act i .on would 
b e  a w a r d e d  c u s t o d y  of a child; who would hzre r e s o o n n l b i l i t y  f o r  family 
s u ~ p o r t ;  o r  who who would b e  s u h j s c t  t o  i u r y  d u t p .  P u b l l c  s c k o o l s  c o u l d  zot 
- e q u i z e  h i c 3 e r  admi~sions s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p e r s o ~ s  o f  o n e  sex t h a n  + h e  ocher; 
s i l i t a r y  a c a d o ~ i q s  c o u l d  l o t  ba r  t h e  a d r n i s s i c n  of a pers3n b a s e d  s o l e l y  on 
sex:  c ~ u r t s  c o u l 8  2 o t  impose lon.qer jail sezt3rces D n  c o - v i c t e d  criminals of 
0r.c s e x .  T h u s  c e r t a i n  rsspor.cI. t!iL5C.;-es a n d  p r o + , ? c t I c ? ! s  row e x t e c d n d  t o  
m e ~ b e r s  of c c e  ? e x ,  b u t  ho+ t o  members 'of t h e  otF.er FOX, w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be 
either e x t e r . d s 3  to e v e r y o n e  or e l i f i L n a t e d  ec t i re lv .  

3 l t h c u q h  t h e r e  5 s  aene ra l  a g r e e m e n +  on fhe i.nLer..F, of  ?%e a r r e n d m e n t ,  t . h e c e  
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i s  o ~ e  ?ralor i s s u e  of i . n t o r p r e t a t 1 o n  cr! w h i c h  o p i n 5 o r . s  s t i l l  a r e  d i v i d e d :  
w h e t h e ?  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of separa te  r e s t r o o m s ,  p r i s o n s ,  z n d  dormi to r : . . e s  for 
~ e l e ~  ??:a f e e a l e s  would  be p e r m i s s F S l e  cndor p r o v i s i o ~ s  of t h e  propose3 E q u a l  
q 5 q k t 3  Z e e ~ d r n e n t .  Oqo point of vLew is tbat t h e  c o ~ s t 5 . t u t t o n a l  r i g h t  of 
p r i v a c v  e s ? z b l F c h e d  by t h e  Supreme Ccur? i n  G r i s x o l 5  v. C o m c t i c u t ,  3 8 1  U . S .  
979 ( 1 9 6 , 5 ) ,  would  p e r m l t  a s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  s e x e s  with respec? +.o such 
o l a c e s  a s  ~ q S l i c  rcs+rooms a F d  s l e e ~ i a g  q u a r t e r s .  The o ~ p o e i r g  view i s  t h a t  
t k ~  gost recczf cc r \ . s+ , i+u t i . ona l  arna2dmor.t t a k e s  p r c ~ c e d e n c e  o v e r  a l l  other 
s s c t i o n s  of the c o n s t i t u t i o n  with u h t c h  it 5 s  i ~ c o n s i s ? e n t ,  and t o  a l l o w  
s e ~ a r t t e  f a c F I L t % e s  would  b e  t o  rev!-ve t h e  17sep?zate but esualfl d o c t s i ~ e .  

8 s e c o - d  a r e a  of d i s a g t e e m e ~ t  arises o v e r  t he  b a s l c  'ssue of w h e t h e r  it 5s 
i n  t h e  l ~ t l r e s t  of ?he n a t l o z ,  o r  of t h e  wome? o f  the ? ? t l o n ,  t o  e x ' a b l i s h  
absolnte, u r . e q u 5 v o c a l  e a u a l t t v  of t r e a t n e r t  f o r  nsn a n d  wome? u n d e r  t h ~  law. 
'TI-e-e ? r e  s o p e  who believe t h a t  because of u ~ i q u e  c h a r a c t e r i s % i c s  or 
t r 3 d F t i 3 - z L  s ~ c i e i l a f  r o l e s ,  W O F ~ T !  s h o n l d  rece!.v? d i f f e r 2 n t  l o g a l  trsqt.men+, 
t h a s  353. ~5.5 O D O O S ~ ~ Q  ~ i s w  is t h 2 t  3f- l  CF+IZL~SS s h o u l d  share e a u a l l y  +be . . .  ~ i q b t s  ~ r d  r e s c c n n i k ~ l r t ~ 2 s  of c i ' l z o r s h i c  ~ z d e r  the Izw. 

H.J. Pes. 2 0 8 ,  9 2 d  C o 3 c r e s s  ( G r T f f F t h s )  

C o r e t l t l ~ t i o n z l  Amendme??. Provides t h a t  e q u a l i + v  o f  r L g h t s  u r d e r  the l a w  
sh3ll r o t  5 e  d e n i e d  o r  a b r i d a e d  by t h o  1 J s i t e d  States o r  hy any  S t a t e  on 
3ccouct of s a x .  EaVF?g r e c e i v e d  f t n a l  a p p r o v t l  by the C o n g r e s s  on Mar. 22 ,  
7972, tS'o ?r~r, r?dco?t  m u s t  be r a t i f i e d  by t h r e e - f o u r i h s  (38) of t h e  S t a t e s  
wLtk?r  7 v s a r z  l s e c  Chzonoloqv)  . 
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U S .  C ~ z o r o s s .  HO~ISO. Corrmi-?tee o? the J u 3 i c i a r v .  Subcorcni t tee  
?To. a, 101117_ r i q h t s  f o r  me? a n d  women, 1977 .  H e a t t r q s ,  
c23  Co?urecs ,  7 3 %  se~s!br., c r  H . J , P e s .  3 5 ,  2 0 8 ,  and relaJ- ,ed 
k t l l s :  a?3 P , ? .  ?1€. a ? d  r e l a t e d  hills, Mar. 211. 25 .  2nd 31: 

- 7 

?.or. 7 ,  2, 2nd 5 ,  ? 9 7 ? ,  Washir .q tor . ,  U .  S ,  Govt. F r i n l .  O f f . ,  
107:. ?29  p,  

nf/i?/75 -- L o u i s F a r a  m u s e  JudFciarv B C o r n ~ T t t e e  v o t e d  8-7 ~ o t  t o  
r fps r+ .  O U ~  E R A  to t h e  H ~ u s e  vi?F. a recomaendation tc pass. 

05/13/75 -- Illlrois S e n a . t e  Executive Comm??tee voted 11-(! to not 
s o r d  the E q u a l  Riqhts Amendneht t o  the f l o o r .  

CL!/25/75 -- F l ~ r i d a  Senate rejected t h e  Equal Fights Amendment, 21-17. 
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Clfi /1€/75 -- ?Tor%h C a ~ o l i n a  P o u s e  o f  P e p r e s e ? t z A i v e s  rejected + h e  
E q u a l  R i q h t s  Amecdment, 6 2 - 5 7 .  

QLI/1'3/75 -- F l o r i d a  House  o f  P e p r e s e r t a t i v e s  a p p r o v e d  'he E q u a l  
~ F q 5 t s  Amendm~?? by a 3 - v o t e  ~ a r g i - , .  

f!_7/27/75 -- S o u t h  C z r o l j r a  House  ?f S e p r e s e ~ t e t i v e s  vote?. b E - 4 3  t o  
t a k , l e  a c 3 0 n  on t R A ,  t h u s  d e f e a t i n c  ??IS a l a s u r e  i n  
terms o f  r a t ? f i c a ? l o ~  thls yeat. 

92 /35 /75  -- 1 l l i r . o i e  Sdnate v o t e d  t o  r e f , a i r .  a ruTc t o  rea115re a 
t h r e e - f i f t 5 s  v o t e  t o  r a t i f y  a c o r s t l t u t i o - a 1  amenamert. 

01 /17 /75  -- Vira!nFa S e n a t e  C o p p i t t e e  on P r l v l l e a e s  a r d  F l e c t l o n s  
voted 5-5 t o  serd the !?FA resolution t o  t h e  f l o o r .  

1C/22/73 -- Tbe A F L - C I O  r e v e r s e d  i t s  p o s l t i o ?  a 2 d  endorsed a 
r e s o l u t i o n  a t  i t s  annual c o ~ r e ~ t i o ?  cs l l l cq  f o r  passage  
of t h e  p r o p o s e d  E q u a l  RLqhts  Amendment. 

C ? 3 / 2 2 / 7 2  -- The Senate v o t e d  ( W - 8 )  5 0  apFrmre the p r o p o s e d  E q u a l  
R i q E t s  Ameqdment, t h u s  c l e a r i n g  the rnezsu-e f o r  
ratiflcatio~ by the States. 

l n / 1 2 / 7 1  -- TI-e House a p p r o v e d  (35u-23)  the p r o p o s e d  a a u a l  s i g h t s  
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