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ABSTRACT 

This document is a quantitative comparison of U.S. and Soviet armed 

forces from 1970 through 1980. It is an update of the summary of force 

characteristics and statistical trends published by Congressional Research 

Service in 1980. 





U.S. /SOVIET MILITARY BALANCE 

S t a t i s t i c a l  T rends ,  1970-1980 

MY s t r e n e t h  i s  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t e n ,  
because  my h e a r t  i s  pu re .  

A 1  f r  ed , Lord Tenny son 
S i r  Gal lahad 

PREFACE 

Gallahad r e p e a t e d l y  proved h i s  ~ o i n t ,  which a p p l i e s  t o  n a t i o n a l  power a s  

w e l l  a s  noble  k n i g h t s .  Long be fo re  he  made t h a t  b o a s t ,  reams a l r e a d y  had been 

w r i t t e n  about  f i n e  sma l l  f o r c e s  t h a t  bea t  l a r g e r  ones  i n  b a t t l e .  The l i s t  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  l eng then .  

Neve r the l e s s ,  numbers d o  coun t .  Supe r io r  weapons and pu re  h e a r t s  r a r e l y  - 
p r e v a i l ,  i f  t hey  a r e  few and f i r s t - c l a s s  f o e s  deploy  i n  p r o f u s i o n .  F u l l y  com- 

m i t t e d  m i l i t a r y  machines w i th  l i t t l e  i n  r e s e r v e  l a c k  s u f f i c i e n t  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  

cover  a s s igned  m i s s i o n s ,  much l e s s  major c o n t i n g e n c i e s .  

T h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  summary of U.S. and Sov ie t  Armed S e r v i c e s ,  which supe r sedes  
11 - 

i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  t r a c e s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  t r e n d s  f o r  11  s t r a i g h t  y e a r s ,  from 1970 

through 1980. Readers  can  r e a d i l y  s e e  which c u r r e n t s  a r e  s t r o n g ,  which a r e  

weak, which a r e  s h i f t i n g ,  and which a r e  s t e a d y .  The product  a l s o  g i v e s  some 

f e e l  f o r  r e l a t i v e  improvement i n  q u a l i t a t i v e  t e rms ,  because  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of c r i t i c a l  components accompanv t a b l e s  t h a t  conf i rm how f a s t  t h e y  a r e  phas ing  

i n  and o u t .  

11 C o l l i n s ,  John M . ,  U.S.-Soviet M i l i t a r y  Balance ,  Rook V I I ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  - 
Summaries, Washineton, Congre s s iona l  Research S e r v i c e ,  J u l y ,  1980, 140 p . ;  
and C o l l i n s ,  John M. , U. S.-Soviet M i l i t a r y  Balance :  C o n c e ~ t s  and Capabi l -  
i t i e s ,  1950-1980, Washington, McGraw-Hill P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1980, D.  425-589. 



Section A compares U.S. and Soviet manpower. Section B tabulates land, 

sea, and air forces across the board. Section C figures what share of those 

forces face each other in Europe and the Far East. Section D consolidates data 

by organization, rather than function, to isolate respective Military Services 

as complete and separate entities (U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine 

Corps, for example). Section E recapitulates by country. 

Important additions since the last edition include detailed breakouts of 

Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) by model, such as SS-18s, 

Mods 1, 2, 3, and 4. Tanks, other armored vehicles, and artillery now are 

tallied by type (T-54, T-70, and so on). Major naval surface combatants and 

submarine calculations cover ship classes along with categories for all 11 

years (SSG, Juliett and Whiskey). Ship assignments by fleet are summarized 

for both sides. Refinements are found throughout. 

Primary U.S. input was drawn directly from computer printouts prepared by 

the Department of Defense and the four Military Services. Defense Intelligence 

Agency reviewed Soviet figures. Some data'differ in detail from classified 

documents, but patterns portrayed in these pages are dependable. 

The compilation is unique, since no other single classified or open source 

contains similar summaries that are as complete. It consequently provides 

Congress with a sound starting point for quantitative analyses of the U.S./ 

Soviet military balance and associated issues. 
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MANPOWER COMPARISONS 

1970-1980 
Notes on Tables 1-4 

Manpower comparisons cover the full range of categories: 

Strategic nuclear combat forces include command/control and surveillance 

elements. Strategic nuclear support strengths are entirely Air Force 

for both sides, since support for ballistic missile submarines cannot 

be separated from personnel supporting attack submarines. OASD (MFU&L) 

furnished U. S. figures. 

Soviet MRBM/IRBM strengths are displayed separately from Strategic 

Rocket Forces (SRF), since they are not "strategic" nuclear by U.S. 

definition. 

Tactical/mobility "combat" forces correspond to the U.S. Defense Plan- 

ning and Programming Category (DPPC) that includes land forces, tacti- 

cal air forces, naval forces, military airlift, and military sealift, 

less support shown in Note 4. The U.S. Coast Guard, with 39,339 mili- 

tary personnel and 6,123 civilians as of January 1981, is not shown, 

because only a small number represent combat capabilities in the con- 

text of this study. 

Tactical/mobility "support" forces include auxiliary activities (mili- 

tary intelligence, centrally-managed communications, research and devel- 

opment, and U.S. geophysical forces); overhead (base operating support, 

medical support, training, central administration/logistics); and indi- 

viduals (transients, patients, prisoners, trainees, students, and cadets). 

U.S. Air Force support excludes elements identified by OASD (MRA&L) as 

strategic nuclear support. 
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Table 4 

COMPOSITE PERSONNEL STRENGTHS 
ACTIVE AND RESERVE MILITARY/SECURITY FORCES, PLUS CIVILIANS 
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FUNCTIONAL COMPARISONS 
1970-1980 

This  s e c t i o n  compares U.S. and Sov ie t  s t a t i s t i c s  a cco rd ing  t o  f u n c t i o n a l  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e s .  The U.S. Army, f o r  example,  f i t s  
fundamenta l ly  i n t o  a  c a t e g o r y  c a l l e d  g e n e r a l  purpose l and  combat,  b u t  i t  a l s o  
f u r n i s h e s  a  few f o r c e s  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  d e f e n s e ,  l and -o r i en t ed  t a c t i c a l  a i r  oper-  
a t i o n s ,  and a i r l i f t .  Our Navy, A i r  F o r c e ,  and Marine Corps a r e  s i m i l a r l y  
f r a c t i o n a t e d .  So a r e  some S o v i e t  S e r v i c e s .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n s  and recomputa t ions  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  e d i t i o n  i n c l u d e :  

-- Tab le  5 :  Broke o u t  Sov ie t  ICBMs by Mod; recomputed warhead t o t a l s ,  
1970-1978. 

-- Table  6: Broke o u t  U.S. and Sov ie t  submarines by c l a s s ,  1970-1980. 

-- Table  7: Revised U.S. bomber f o r c e  l o a d i n g s ,  1970-1980; added some 
ASM c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

-- Tab le  10: Refined some d e f e n s i v e  m i s s i l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

-- Table  12:  Broke o u t  t a n k s ,  APC/AFV, a r t i l l e r y ,  ATGM l a u n c h e r s ,  m o r t a r s ,  
SAMs, and SSMs by t y p e ,  1970-1980; r e v i s e d  U.S. a r t i l l e r y  t o t a l s ,  1970-1978 and 
ATGM t o t a l s ,  1976-1978; s e p a r a t e d  S o v i e t  m o r t a r s  from a r t i l l e r y ,  1970-1980. 

-- Table  14: Added M-48A5 t anks  and 1 5 5 m  a r t i l l e r y  t o  U.S. weapon 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a l ong  w i t h  s e v e r a l  S o v i e t  ATGMs; added 155mm a r t i l l e r y  
e f f e c t i v e  r ange .  

-- Table  15: Added F-16 f i g h t e r s ,  1980.  

-- Table  16 :  Added S o v i e t  MI-14 h e l i c o p t e r s ,  1976-1980. 

-- Tab le s  18 ,  19 ,  20 now s e g r e g a t e  c r u i s e r s ,  d e s t r o y e r s / f r i g a t e s ,  and smal l  
s u r f a c e  combatants  on s e p a r a t e  pages ,  1970-1980. 

-- Tables  18 ,  19 ,  21 b r eak  o u t  major  s u r f a c e  combatants  and a t t a c k  subma- 
r i n e s  by c l a s s ,  1970-1980. 

-- Table  22: Disp lays  U.S. and Sovie t  nava l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  by f l e e t .  

-- Table  23 :  Added Acushnet and C i t r u s  medium endurance  Coast Guard c u t -  
t e r s ,  1970-1980. 

-- Table  24: Added UH-60 Blackhawk h e l i c o p t e r s ,  1980; r e v i s e d  USMC h e l i -  
c o p t e r s ,  1970-1978; broke  o u t  S o v i e t  h e l i c o p t e r s  by c l a s s ,  1970-1980. 

-- Table  26: Added Sov ie t  a i r  cu sh ion  v e h i c l e s ,  1970-1980. 
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Graph 2 

STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE FORCES 
Statistical Summary 
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T a b l e  5 ( C o n ' t )  

1 /  Two damaeed T i  t a n  s i l o s  a r e  i n o p e r a b l e .  One, a t  McConnell AFR, s h o u l d  b e  b a c k  i n  - 
b u s i n e s s  by  December 1981. The o t h e r ,  a t  L i t t l e  Rock A F R ,  w i l l  n o t  he  r e s t o r e d  
u n l e s s  p l a n s  change .  

2 /  Seven ty  SS-11s a r e  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  t o  SS-19s and a r e  n o n - o p e r a t i o n a l .  - 
3/  SALT 11 r e c o g n i z e s  S o v i e t  SS-19 ICBMs a s  " l i g h t , "  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  much h e a v i e r  - 

t h a n  U.S. Minutemen. H e a v y / l i g h t  t o t a l s  have been a d i u s t e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  

4 /  The S o v i e t s  have  produced some SS-16 I C B M s ,  b u t  none a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  d e p l o v e d .  - 
Moscow a E r e e s  n o t  t o  t e s t ,  p r o d u c e ,  o r  d e p l o y  t h a t  m i s s i l e  i f  t h e  SALT I1 P a c t  
i s  a ) p r o v e d .  

5 /  The t h r e e  MRVs  on e a c h  S o v i e t  SS-9 Mod 4 and SS-11 Mod 3 c o u n t  a s  s i n g l e  warheads  - 
i n  t h i s  summary. 
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T a b l e  7 
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Table  7 (Con ' t )  
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Graph 5 

SELECTED GROUND FORCE STRENGTHS COMPARED 
Statistical Summary1 

(Note Different Scales) 

Deployable Manpower 
(IN THOUSANDS) 

Field Artiiery 

3o , (IN 
THOrANDS) 

Heavy and Medium Tanks 
(IN THOUSANDS) 

50 

" U.S. includes Army and Marines. 
" ARNG is Army National Guard: USMCR is Marine Corps Reserve. 

ARNGIUSMCR 
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Table 14 

LAND FORCE RECAPITULATION 
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Graph 6 

TACTICAL AIR COMBAT FORCES 
Statistical Summary 

(Note Different Scales) 

Navy Shore-Based ~ombers* 

0 

2000 

I 
US. - None 

I 

I 
I 

USAF 
I 

Carrier-Based FighterIAttack 

1200 0 
1°00 t U.S. I 

Combined Strength 

,OoO 0 

' / Includes Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard, and Marine Corps Reserve; counts fighter /attack 
aircraft and theater bombers on both sides. 
Not normally directed against targets ashore, but possess such capability. 
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Graph 7 

NAVAL COMBATANTS 
Statistical Summary 

(Note Different Scales) 

Aircraft Carriers1 

Attack Submarines 

Cruisers, Destroyers, Frigates2 
300 0 

Cruise Missile Ships3 

i lncludes helicopter carriers. 

31ncludes a few US. Naval Reserve destroyers and frigates. 
Includes major surface combatants, attack submarines, and patrol boats 
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Table 16 ( c o n ' t )  

1/  PAA only ,  exc luding  reconnaissance ,  t r a i n i n g  and s p e c i a l  purpose v e r s i o n s ,  such - 
a s  t anke r s  and EW a i r c r a f t .  

2 /  Seven RH-53s adapted  f o r  mine-sweeping were l o s t  i n  t h e  a b o r t i v e  r a i d  t o  r ecove r  - 
50 U.S. hos t ages  from I r a n  i n  A p r i l  1980. 

3/ S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command (SAC) makes a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  accord  w i t h  i t s  - 
c o l l a t e r a l  mi s s ions .  Those f o r c e s  a r e  n o t  shown h e r e .  

4 /  Sov ie t  e n t r i e s  exc lude  s i m i l a r  type a i r c r a f t  w i th  Long-Range and F r o n t a l  Av ia t ion .  - 

5 /  Hormone h e l i c o p t e r s  may be embarked a t  v a r i o u s  t imes  on a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  and 
c r u i s e r s .  
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Table 17  (Con't) 
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Table 18 (Con' t )  
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Statistical Summary 
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REGIONAL COMPARISONS 

January  1981 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  compares U.S. and Sov ie t  Union s t a t i s t i c a l  s t r e n g t h s  i n  r e -  
g ions  of  key conce rn ,  f i r s t  Europe,  t h e n  E a s t  As i a  and t h e  P a c i f i c .  Ne i the r  
s i d e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o n f r o n t s  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  l a r g e - s c a l e  armed f o r c e s  anywhere 
e l s e  i n  t h e  world.  

U.S. and Sovie t  s t r e n g t h  i s  t h e  c o r e  o f  NATO and t h e  Warsaw Pac t  r e spec -  
t i v e l y ,  b u t  a l l i e s  make s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  each  c a s e .  S t a t i s t i c s  
t h e r e f o r e  cover  p r i n c i p a l s  p l u s  p a r t n e r s .  

A l l i e s  and a s s o c i a t e s  p l a y  l e s s  prominent r o l e s  a l o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  pe r iph -  
e r y .  Some c o l l e a g u e s  pos se s s  s u b s t a n t i a l  armed s e r v i c e s  b u t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  J apan ,  
they  a r e  t i g h t l y  t i e d  t o  home t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  l a c k  much a b i l i t y  t o  
b e a r  on t h e  superpower b a l a n c e .  S t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  summary r e f l e c t  t h a t  s i t u a -  
t i o n .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n s  and recomputa t ions  r e s u l t  from b e t t e r  b a s i c  d a t a  and 
c l a r i f i e d  coun t ing  r u l e s .  Some e n t r i e s  c o r r e l a t e  p o o r l y  w i th  J anua ry  1980 com- 
p i l a t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  r e a s o n s .  
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Table  27 ( C o n ' t  

l /  1J.S. Personnel  s t r e n g t h s  a r e  a c t i v e  Army and A i r  Force o n l y .  The Sov ie t  s i d e  i n c l u d e s  - 
CAT I11 d i v i s i o n s  a t  c u r r e n t  s t r e n g t h s .  Sov ie t  pe r sonne l  t o t a l  410,000 i n  Eas t  Germany, 
50,000 i n  Poland ,  and 75,000 i n  Czechoslovakia.  

2 /  French Army and A i r  Force t o t a l s  a r e  inc luded  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  even though t h o s e  - 
f o r c e s  a r e  n o t  under NATO c o n t r o l  and on ly  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  deployed i n  Germany. 
Danish and German f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Schleswig-Holstein Province  on t h e  base  of  t h e  J u t l a n d  
Pen insu l a  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  NATO's n o r t h  f l a n k ,  bu t  a r e  counted i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
s e c t o r  f o r  purposes o f  t h i s  comparison. 

3/ NATO personnel  s t r e n g t h s  a r e  a c t i v e  f o r c e s  on ly .  They i n c l u d e  276,000 Americans, 78,000 - 
Belg i ans ,  4 ,400 Canadians,  53,200 French,  441,300 Germans ( exc lud ing  f o r c e s  w i th  AFNORTH), 
700 Luxembourgers, 73,100 from t h e  Ne the r l ands ,  and 17,500 B r i t i s h ,  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  
1 ,004 ,200.  Warsaw Pact  i n c l u d e s  CAT I11 d i v i s i o n s  a t  c u r r e n t  s t r e n g t h s .  The t o t a l  
r e f l e c t s  535,000 Sov ie t  f o r c e s ,  150,300 Eas t  Germans, 364,000 P o l e s ,  and 200,000 Czechs. 

4 /  Committed NATO d i v i s i o n s  a r e  t hose  i n  West Germany. A l l  U.S. d i v i s i o n s  a r e  Army. Three - 
CONUS-based Reforger  d i v i s i o n s  have one b r igade  each forward-deployed i n  Germany. Warsaw 
Pact  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  t hose  i n  Eas t  Germany, Czechoslavakia and Poland.  C L I  a r e  CAT I. 
Div i s ion  e q u i v a l e n t s  a r e  excluded.  

5 /  U.S. Ready Reinforcements  do not  conform t o  c u r r e n t  cont ingency  p l a n s .  They r e f l e c t  what - - 
could be committed qu ick ly ,  r a t h e r  than  what n e c e s s a r i l y  would: 8  f u l l  Amy, p a r t s  of two 
Reforger  d i v i s i o n s  ( t h a t  show a s  113 and 213 r e s ~ e c t i v e l ~ m  two Marine Amphibious Force 
(MAF) d iv i s ion /wing  teams. NATO Ready Reinforcements  a r e  6  French,  2  Be lq i an ,  and 3  Dutch 
d i v i s i o n s .  Sov ie t  l i s t s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  CAT I and I1 d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  B a l t j c ,  Belorus-  
s i a n ,  and Carpa th ian  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s .  

61 F i r s t  L ine  Reserves do not  conform t o  c u r r e n t  cont ingency  p l a n s ,  which contempla te  with-  - 
ho ld ing  two o r  more d i v i s i o n s  i n i t i a l l y ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  l i e h t  82d a i r b o r n e .  I n s t e a d ,  they  
r e f l e c t  re inforcement  by a l l  f o r c e s  i n  CONUS and CIWPACs Army r e s e r v e  t o  show t h e  b e s t  
p o s s i b l e  U.S. c a s e :  one a c t i v e  Army d i v i s i o n  ( i n  Korea) ,  s i x  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  Guard, and 
two MAFs (one a c t i v e ,  one r e s e r v e ) .  Sov ie t  f o r c e s  a r e  CAT I11 d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  B a l t i c ,  
Be lo rus s i an ,  and Carpa th ian  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s .  

7/ The United S t a t e s  has  r ep l aced  a l l  Sher idan  l i g h t  t a n k s  w i th  M-60 mediums. The number i:f - 
Sov ie t  r e s e r v e  s tock  t anks  i s  no t  a s c e r t a i n a b l e .  

8/  A i r c r a f t  s t a t i s t i c s  exc lude  U.S. dual-based f o r c e s  i n  CONUS. F-111s count  a s  medium - 
bombers. U.S. a i r c r a f t  i n  Great  B r i t a i n  and Spain show. 

9/ U.S. Persh ing  m i s s i l e s  a r e  SRSMs, with a  maximum range of about  400 m i l e s ,  s o  do n o t  - 
coun t .  The 18 NATO MRBM/IRBMs a r e  French.  About one- th i rd  of MRBM/IRBM~ a r e  i n  Europ?*.n 
Russia .  Another t h i r d  i n  Western S i b e r i a  could  cove r  E u r o ~ e a n  t a r g e t s  on c a l l .  
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Table  28 
NATO/WARSAW PACT DIVISIONS 

D e t a i l e d  Breakout ,  Center  S e c t o r  

J anua ry  1 ,  1981 

Armor 

NATO DIVISIONS 

Committed D i v i s i o n s  
I n  West Germany 
~ e l g i u m  0  
B r i t a i n  4 
Canada 0  
France 1 /  3  
U.S. 2/- 2  113 
West Germany 2/  8 

SEPARATE BRIGADES, 

T o t a l  17 113 

Other  T o t a l  

Ready Reinforcements  
Belgium 0 1  1  
Denmark 3 /  0 1  1  
France 1 7  5 6 11 
 etherl lands 0  3  3  
U.S. - 21 1  213 9  113 11 

REGIMENTS 

T o t a l  6 213 20 113  2  7 I 6 

1 /  French Army and Air  Force  t o t a l s  a r e  inc luded  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a l t hough  t h e y  - 
a r e  n o t  under NATO c o n t r o l .  

F i r s t - L i n e  Reserves  
Nether lands  0  0  0 
U.S. 2 /  2  7 9  
~ e  l g i u m  0  0  0  
B r i t a i n  0  0 0 

Grand To ta l  2  6 3  6 6 2  

2/ See Table  2 7  f o r  n o t e s  on U.S. d i v i s i o n s .  U.S. b r i gades l r eg imen t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  - 
B e r l i n  Br igade  and two armored c a v a l r y  reg iments .  Ready r e in fo rcemen t s  a r e  two 
a c t i v e  b r i g a d e s  and one ACR i n  CONUS. F i r s t - l i n e  r e s e r v e s  a r e  14 r e s e r v e  com- 
ponent b r i g a d e s  and f o u r  ACRs.  our s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e s  j o i n  a c t i v e  d i v i s i o n s  
under t h e  "round ou t "  program. Two r e p l a c e  school  t r o o p s  a t  F o r t  Benning and 
Fo r t  Knox. Br igades  i n  Alaska and Panama s t and  f a s t . )  

3 
18  

2  
4 

3  9 

3 1  Danish and German f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Schleswig-Holstein Province  on t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  - 
J u t l a n d  P e n i n s u l a  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  NATO's n o r t h  f l a n k ,  b u t  a r e  counted  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t o r  f o r  purposes of  t h i s  comparison.  Zero b r i g a d e s  a r e  c m n t e d  f o r  
Germany s i n c e  t e r r i t o r i a l  f o r c e s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  
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Table  28 ( c o n ' t )  

WARSAW PACT 
DIVISIONS TOTAL 

CATEGORY 
I I I I11 

I n  Czechoslovakia 
Czech 
Tank 5 
Motor R i f l e  5 

To ta l  10 

Sovie t  
Tank 2 
Motor R i f l e  3 

Tota l  5 

Grand T o t a l  1 5  

I n  Eas t  Germany 
East  German 
Tank 2 
Motor R i f l e  4 

Tota l  6 

Sovie t  
Tank 9 
Motor R i f l e  10 - 

T o t a l  19 

Grand T o t a l  2 5 

I n  Poland 
P o l i s h  
Tank 5 
Motor R i f l e  8 
Other 2 
T o t a l  15 

Sovie t  
Tank 2 
Motor R i f l e  0 

T o t a l  2 

Grand T o t a l  1 7  
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Table 28 (con't) 

Total Committed 
Non-Sovie t 
Tank 12 
Motor Rifle 17 
Other 

Total 

Soviet 
Tank 13 
Motor Rifle 13 - 

Total 26 

Grand Total 5 7 4 9 4 4 

In Western Russia 
Ready Reinforcements 4 

(all Soviet) 4 - 
8 

First-Line Reserves 11 
(all Soviet) - 11 

2 2 

Grand Total 8 7 
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Table  29 
bJATC)/WAWAW PACT NAVAL COMPARISONS 

( Janua ry  1 ,  1981) 

A t  t ack  C r u i s e r s  F r i g a t e s  P a t r o l  Yine Amphi - 
A i r c r a f t  Sub- and and Ships  6 Warfare b ious  
C a r r i e r s  marines11 Des t roye r s  C o r v e t t e s  C r a f t  Sh ips  Ships2  / 

NATO 
Be1 qium 
B r i t a i n  
Canada 
Denmark 
France 
W .  Germany 
Greece 
I t a l y  
Nether lands  
Norway 
Por tuga l  
Turkey 

Tot a1 

1J. S. A t l a n t i c  
F l e e t  6 4  2 

Grand To ta l  11  177 160 202 271 267 7  1 

WARSAW PACT 
Bu lqa r i a  0  4 0  2 27 24 0 
E .  Germany 0  0 0 2 8  2  3 3 12 
Poland 31 0 4 1  0  5  0  2  5 2  3 
~ o m a n i  a- 0 28 0  - 0 - 0 - 0 - 6 6 - 

0 8  1  
- 

4 
- 

Tot a1 225 110 3 5 

Sov ie t  F l e e t s  4 /  3 - 194 7  7  122 570 115 15 

Grand Tot a1 3 202 78 126 795 225 5 0  

NATO St  and i ng + 8 -25 +82 +76 -524 +4 2  +2 1 

11 Excludes 2  B r i t i s h  and 2  French b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e  submarines.  - 
21 Amphibious s h i p s  i nc lude  LSTs, LSDs, LPDs, and LSMs, p l u s  h e l i c o p t e r  c a r r i e r s .  Landing - 

c r a f t s  a r e  n o t  inc luded .  

3 /  Poland h a s  a  sea- landing  d i v i s i o n  o f  about  5,000 t r a i n e d  f o r  amphibious a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n s .  - 
I t s  nava l  a v i a t i o n  reg iments  c o n t a i n s  10 reconnaissance /bombers ,  40 j e t  f i g h t e r s ,  and 2 5  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  

4 /  Sov ie t  f o r c e s  a r e  found i n  B a l t i c ,  Black Sea ,  Nor thern ,  and Medi te r ranean  F l e e t s .  - 
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Tab le  30 

NATO I S  NORTH FLANK 

January  1 ,  1981 

NORWAY 1 / - 

FORCES ASHORE 
Personnel  3 /  

Ground Fo rces  19 ,000  
A i r  Fo rce s  9,400 

T o t a l  28,400 

D i v i s i o n s  
Armored 
Other  

To ta l  

TANKS 115 

AIRCRAFT 
Medium Bombers 
F i g h t e r I A t t a c k  
I n t e r c e ~ t o r s  
Reconnaissance 

T o t a l  

SOVIET U N I O N  - 2/  

Kola P e n i n s u l a  Elsewhere 

I /  Danish and German f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Schleswig-Holstein Province  on t h e  b a s e  of  - 
t h e  J u t l a n d  P e n i n s u l a  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  NATO's n o r t h  f l a n k ,  bu t  
a r e  counted  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t o r  f o r  purposes  of  t h i s  comparison. 

2/ S o v i e t  f o r c e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Leningrad M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t .  - 

3/  NATO's land  and a i r  f o r c e s  a r e  a c t i v e  Norwegian on ly .  - 
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Tab le  31 ( c o n ' t )  

1 /  NATO f o r c e s  a sho re  a r e  i n  I t a l y ,  Greece ,  and Turkey. Warsaw P a c t  f o r c e s  a r e  - 
i n  B u l g a r i a ,  Hungary, and Romania. S o v i e t  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  i n  Hungary and 
southwes te rn  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  (Odessa ,  Kiev ,  North Caucasus,  T ranscaucasus ,  
p a r t  o f  T u r k i s t a n  MDs . ) 

21 NATO pe r sonne l  s t r e n g t h s  i n c l u d e  U.S. and B r i t i s h  u n i t s .  - 

3 1  NATO a i r  s t r e n g t h s  i n c l u d e  U.S. squadrons  i n  Spa in .  - 

4 /  Average nava l  deployments a r e  shown, b u t  c an  v a r y  s l i g h t l y  depending on what - 
mix i s  p r e s e n t  a t  any g iven  t ime .  NATO i n c l u d e s  Greece ,  Turkey,  and I t a l y ,  
p l u s  one French a t t a c k  c a r r i e r ,  one c r u i s e r ,  5 d e s t r o y e r s ,  7 f r i g a t e s ,  and 
111 n a v a l  a i r c r a f t  (80 a f l o a t ) .  

51 The Black Sea F l e e t  h a s  24 a t t a c k  submarines a s s i g n e d ;  9-10 a r e  u s u a l l y '  
deployed i n  t h e  Medi te r ranean .  

6 1  LSTs and LPDs on ly .  - 

7 1  Sov ie t  land-based nava l  a i r c r a f t  w i th  t h e  Black Sea F l e e t  i nc luded  100 bombers - 
and f i g h t e r l a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t ,  110 fixed-wing a i r c r a f t  and h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  ASW 
purposes on January  1,  1981. 
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T a b l e  32 
EAST ASIA AND PACIFIC 

J a n u a r y  1,  1 9 8 1  

DIVISIONS 
Army 
M a r i n e  

T o t a l  

NAVAL INFANTRY 2/ 
REGIMENTS 

MEDIUM TANKS 
Army 
M a r i n e  

T o t a l  

BOMBERS 4 /  
A i r  ~ o r c e  

S t r i k e  
H e a v y  
Medium 

T o t a l  

S u p p o r t  
H e a v y  
Medium 

T o t a l  

Navy 
S t r i k e  

H e a v y  
Medium 

T o t a l  

S u p p o r t  
H e a v y  
Medium 

T o t a l  

G r a n d  T o t a l  

FIGHTER/ATTACK 
AIRCRAFT 

A i r  F o r c e  - 61 
M a r i n e  
Navy 

T o t a l  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  1 /  
West P a c   as t - ~ a c  T o t a l  

U.S.S.R.  - 2 /  
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Table  32 (Can't) 

United S t a t e s  11 
West Pac Eas t  Fac T o t a l  U.S.S.R. 21 

NAVAL SHIPS 
A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r s  

At t a c k  3  
H e l i c o p t e r  1  

C r u i s e r s  7 /  4 
D e s t r o y e r s  81 8 
F r i g a t e s  - 9 / -  14 - 

Tot a1  30 

Submarines 
S t r  a t e ~ i c  5  
A t t ack  9 - 

Tot a1 14 

Amphibious 101 - 7 

11 See Table 3 3  f o r  n o t e s  r e l a t e d  t o  U.S. f o r c e s .  - 
2/ A l l  Sov i e t  f i y u r e s  a r e  con f ined  t o  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  T r a n s b a i k a l  and F a r  E a s t  - 

M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s .  
3/ The Two Sov ie t  nava l  i n f a n t r y  r ey imen t s  r e p o r t e d l y  a r e  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  a  - 

"marine" d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  no coo rd ina t ed  e x e r c i s e s  have y e t  
occu r r ed .  

4 /  Heavy "bombers" a r e  Bear v a r i a n t s .  Medium bombers a r e  Badger v a r i a n t s .  - 
Those f o r  s t r i k e  purposes  c a r r y  g r a v i t y  bombs and /o r  c r u i s e  m i s s i l e s .  
Support  types  c a r r y  ou t  t a n k e r ,  r e conna i s sance ,  e l e c t r o q i c  w a r f a r e ,  and 
o t h e r  t a s k s .  About 115 fixed-and ro ta ry-wine  ASW a i r c r a f t  a r e  exc luded .  

5/ S o v i e t  i n t e r c e p t o r s  a s s iqned  t o  P V O  S t r any  f o r  homeland de fense  cou ld  sup - 
plement F r o n t a l  Av ia t i on  i n  some c i r cums tances .  

6/ S o v i e t  f i g h t e r / a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t  exc lude  r econna i s sance  t y p e s  a s s i q n e d  t o  - 
Fron t  a1  Av ia t i on .  

71 C r u i s e r s  w i th  t h e  Sov ie t  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  i n c l u d e  3  Kara, 1 Kres t a  I ,  3  K r e s t a  - 
I I s ,  2 Kyndas, and 2 Sverd lov  C l a s s .  

81  Des t roye r s  w i th  t h e  Sov ie t  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  i n c l u d e  3 Kanin, 4  Kashin,  1  Ki lden ,  - 
and 2 K o t l i n  D D G s ,  p l u s  Ki lden/Kot l in /Skoryy  DDs. 

9 /  The 51 Sov ie t  f r i g a t e s  a r e  a  mix of Kola ,  Koni, and Riga C l a s s  FFs,  a l o n g  - 
w i t h  G r i s h a ,  Mirka,  and Fe tya  C l a s s  FFLs. Gr i sha  h e r e t o f o r e  h a s  been  con- 
s i d e r e d  a  c o a s t a l  combatant ,  bu t  U.S. nava l  i n t e l l i y e n c e  now c a r r i e s  t h a t  
c l a s s  w i th  f r i g a t e s .  Kr ivak ,  once c a l l e d  a  d e s t r o y e r ,  i s  now cons ide red  a  
guided m i s s i l e  f r i g a t e .  Seven a r e  i nc luded  i n  t h e  Far  E a s t  t o t a l .  

101 Amphibious s h i p s  a r e  1  LPD and 10  LSTs. - 
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DIVISIONS 
Army 
Marine 

T o t a l  

MEDIUM TANKS 
Army 
Marine 

T o t a l  

BOMBERS 1 /  - 

FIGHTER~ATTACK 
AIRCRAFT 2 /  

A i r  Force  
F  -4 
F-4 
F-15 
F-4 

T o t a l  

Marine - 3 /  
F-4 

AV-8 - 4 /  
T o t a l  

Navy 51 
F-4/F-14 
A-6 
A- 7  

T o t a l  

Grand To ta l  

SHIPS 
A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r s  

A t t ack  51 
~ e l i c o ~ t e r  

T o t a l  

Other  S u r f a c e  Combatants 
C r u i s e r s  6 1  
~ e s t r o ~ e r i  11 81 
F r i g a t e s  

Tab le  33 
U.S. PACIFIC COMAND DETAILED BREAKOUT 

January  1 ,  1981 

West Pac 

1 Korea 
213 Okinawa 

1 213 

155 Korea 
34  Okinawa, 

A f l o a t  
189 

14 Guam 

4/72 Korea 
2 /36  Okinawa 
2/36 Okinawa 
2/48 P h i l i p p i n e s  

101192 

2/24 Japan  

1 /19  Japan  
1 /10  Japan  

6  Japan  
4/59 

Seventh F l e e t  
6/72 
3 /32  

Mid, Eas t  PAC 

1  Hawaii 
113  Hawaii 

1  C a l i f o r n i a  
2  113  

13  Hawaii 
133 C a l i f o r n i a  

None 

2/24 Hawaii 
3 /36  C a l i f o r n i a  
2 /38  C a l i f o r n i a  
2/20 C a l i f o r n i a  
119 Arizona 

101127 

Thi rd  F l e e t  
6/72 
3  /4O 

T o t a l  
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Table 33 (Con ' t )  

West PAC Mid, East PAC Tot a1  

FIGHTERIATTACK 
AIRCRAFT 2/ - 

Submarines 
S t r a t e ~ i c  
Attack 81 91 

T T ~  aT 

Amphibious 101 
Underway ~ e T e n i s h m e n t  
Other Support 

Total  111 - 

11 Bomber f i g u r e s  exclude antisubmarine warfare (ASW) a i r c r a f t ,  such as - 
P-3s. B-52 bombers based i n  Guam belong t o  S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command (SAC). 

21 F i g h t e r l a t t a c k  f igures  i n d i c a t e  squadrons/PAA a i r c r a f t .  - 
3/ Some a i r c r a f t  from the  Marine A i r  Wing a t  Misawa i n  Japan opera te  p a r t  t ime - 

from Kadena, i n  Okinawa. 

41 The s i x  Marine AV-8 H a r r i e r s  i n  Japan a r e  a  detachment, not  a  squadron. - 
5/  The a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  undeqo inq  overhaul i s  not included,  but i t s  airwing i s .  - 

It could f l v  combat missions from land bases i f  proper support were p resen t ,  
o r  from the  12th U.S. c a r r i e r  which has no assiqned a i r  L ~ n g .  

6 /  Three of PACOM's 14 c r u i s e r s  a r e  nuclear-powered. - 
7 /  Twenty-four DDs and 16 DDGs comprise the  cur ren t  des t royer  mix. DDs include - 

f i v e  from t h e  U.S. Naval Reserve. 

81 Th i r ty - s ix  of PACOM's 90 e s c o r t s  and 14 out of 39 a t t a c k  submarines were armed - 
with Harpoon c r u i s e  m i s s i l e s  on January 11, 1981. That f i g u r e  i s  inc reas ing  
r a p i d l y .  

91 Three diesel-powered a t t a c k  submarines a r e  found i n  East  PAC. Two a re  i n  - 
West PAC. A l l  the  r e s t  a r e  nuclear-powered. 

101 West PAC included an amphibious squadron of  1  LPH, 2  LSTs, 2 LPDs and 2 LSDs - 
on December 31, 1980. That f i g u r e  f l u c t u a t e s .  

111 A i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s ,  c r u i s e r s ,  and f r i g a t e s  a r e  a c t i v e  Navy only .  The U.S. - 
Naval Reserve provides 5  d e s t r o y e r s ;  2 amphibious sh ips  ( 2  La); 9 mine war- 
f a r e  v e s s e l s ;  and 5  support  sh ips .  The Naval F l e e t  Auxi l iary  Force,  which 
i s  C i v i l  Service  manned, con ta ins  14 more support sh ips .  Only the  5  DDs (note  
7) a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  t a b l e .  
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Annex D 
ORGANIZATIONAL SUBMARINES 

1970-1979 

Annex B f r a c t i o n a t e s  U.S. and Sov ie t  Armed S e r v i c e s  t o  compare them 

f u n c t i o n a l l y .  S t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p u t  t h e  same p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  i n  an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  frame. 

F i g u r e s  i n  t h i s  f o rma t ,  however, a r e  poo r ly  s u i t e d  f o r  compara t ive  pur- 

p o s e s ,  s i n c e  s e v e r a l  f o r c e s  on t h e  two s i d e s  a r e  s t r u c t u r e d  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  

S o v i e t  S t r a t e g i c  Rocket Forces  (SRF) ,  f o r  example, a r e  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  f o r  

which t h e r e  i s  no U.S. c o u n t e r p a r t .  The S o v i e t s  have  no  Marine Corps.  And 

s o  on. These t a b l e s  t h e r e f o r e  s imply  summarize U.S. and Sov ie t  s t r e n g t h s ,  

w i thou t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s e t  up e q u a t i o n s .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n s  and recomputa t ions  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  e d i t i o n  r e s u l t  

from b e t t e r  d a t a  and c l a r i f i e d  c o u n t i n g  r u l e s .  See i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Annex B 

f o r  d e t a i l s .  
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Table 34 
U . S .  ARMY 

o m o m  % OwId a o a  m a p  y~~~ : s t  a + m a w \ D m  Q \ +  - - m  
d 
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Table 35 
U . S .  NAVY 
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Table 37 
U.S. MARINE CORPS 

C w 4  
\\.d 4 
e l k  m u 

a ' c o  
U U C W  
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Annex E 
RECAPITULATION BY COUNTRY 

1970-1980 

This recapitulation summarizes statistics displayed in Annexes A and B, 

omitting details for each category. ICBMs, for example, show as lump sums, 

without identifying Minutemen, SS-18s, and so on. 

The product provides readers a ready reference to U.S. and Soviet quan- 

titative strengths across the complete force spectrum. 
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Table 42 
U . S .  ARMED FORCES 
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