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Vital Speeches of the Day

A Pledge to Country and to Flag

WE CANNOT SAVE FREEDOM WITH PITCHFORKS

By PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
A Fourth of July Address Broadcast from Hyde Park, N. Y.

Y fellow Americans: In 1776, on the Fourth day
M of July, the representatives of the several States

in Congress assembled, declaring our independence,
asserted that a decent respect for the opinion of mankind
required that they should declare the reasons for their
action. In this new crisis, we have a like duty.

In 1776 we waged war in behalf of the great principle
that government should derive its just powers from the
consent of the governed. In other words, representation
chosen in free election. In the century and a half that fol-
lowed, this cause of human freedom swept across the world.

But now, in our- generation—in the past few years—a

new resistance, in the form of several new practices of
tyranny, has been making such headway that the funda-
mentals of 1776 are being struck down abroad and,
definitely, they are threatened here.

It is, indeed, a fallacy, based on no logic at all, for any
American to suggest that the rule of force can defeat human
freedom in all the other parts of the world and permit it
to survive in the United States alone. But it has been that
childlike fantasy itself-—that misdirected faith-——which has
let nation after nation to go about their peaceful tasks, rely-
ing on the thought, and even the promise, that they and
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their lives and their government would be allowed to live
when the juggernaut of force came their way.

It is simple—I could almost say simple-minded—for us
Americans to wave the flag, to reassert our belief in the
cause of freedom—and to let it go at that.

Yet, all of us who lie awake at night—all of us who study
and study again-—know full well that in these days we can-
not save freedom with pitchforks and muskets alone after a
dictator combination has gained control of the rest of the
world.

We know that we cannot save freedom in our own midst,
in our own land, if all around us—our neighbor nations—
have lost their freedom.

That is why we are engaged in a serious, in a mighty, in
a unified action in the cause of the defense of the hemi-
sphere and the freedom of the seas. We need not the loyalty
and unity alone, we need speed and efficiency and toil—and
an end to backbiting, an end to the sabotage that runs far
deeper than the blowing up of munitions plants. .

I tell the American people solemnly that the United States
will never survive as a happy and fertile oasis of liberty sur-
rounded by a cruel desert of dictatorship.

And so it is that when we repeat the great pledge to our
country and to our flag, it must be our deep conviction that
we pledge as well our work, our will and, if it be necessary,
our very lives.
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Public Papers of the Presidents, 1970

Richard Nizon, 1970

211
July 4, 1970

WE AMERICANS are known through-
out the world as a forward-looking peo-
pie. The United States of America is in
fact 2 symbol of progress, of hope, and
of just and orderly growth. '

Yet, on one day each yedr we turn and
look back at our past. We look back wday
over almost 200 years 0 a grouD of mea
mescng in Philadelphia and we look back
in pride and in wonder, for what they did
on this day is the single greatest poiitcal
achievement in the aisiory of man.

And we are the beneficiaries of that
achievement.

To those of you who have gathersd on
this day w0 honor America, [ send my best
wishas for an enjoyable, memorable
Fourth of July celebration. I know that
the sponsors of this avent, from everywalk
of life and from both major pardes, have
done evarything they can to mzka this day
a2 very special one for all of you.

. . . . ’
P18 there is SOmeULNg remaning W0 a8

Tuly 7 farz]

Message to the “Honor America Day” Ceremonies.

done in order o make Hooor Amerca
Day the kind of special occasion we all
want it to be. It is my hope that each of
us will ke away not oaly our proud memx-
onies of this day, but also the living spirt
of the Fourth of July as well, a spirit that
crzated 2 {rze and szong and proscercus
cadon. ,

That.is the spirit that can Tuly honor
America, not enly today busalways Letus
all look back today so that we will De ra-
minded of what great sacrifices have been
made to mzke wnis day possible, and then
let us turn once more io ths future, in-
spirsd by what this day means to us and @
ai] those who love ireedom throughout the
worid. '

NoT2: The President’s recordad messags was
played at the “Honor America Day’ care-
moniss neid on the grounds of the Washingion
Monument iz Washington, D.C. The ext of ke
messags w23 posiad {ar ke aress in 3an Cle-
ments, Calil.
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THE DURABILITY OF OUR
GOVERNMENT

HON. JACK EDWARDS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE BOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
- Yhursday, June 28, 1972

Mr. EDWARDS of Alabama. Mr.
Speaker, gince the House of Representa-
tives will be recessed when our country
celebrates its 196th birthday, I think it

is fitting that a few words be said tcday
in c:mmemorauon of the Fourth of July,
1972,

When viewing our Nation through the
lens of history, we often think of Amer-
ica as & young nation. But author James
Michener has pointed out that the
United Btates has the oldest existing
form of government in the world. All
other nations have seen their form of
government interrupted or radically
changed since 1776. I raise this fact to
stress the durability of our governmental
process, to point out how the American
way of life has stood the test of time as
compared with other governments,

The Fourth of July in any year is a
day in which we take special pride in
being Americans, in being free, in being
shoppers at the greatest opportunity
marketplace In the world. But July 4,
1972, should be a day for pledging to
nurture that pride we feel in our Nation
and to dedicate ourselves to expressing
it in every aspect of our lives on every
day of the year, R

Like all birthdays, 4his is a time to
reflect on the accomplishments of the
past and the challenges of the future.
America is not perfect, perhaps, but it
still has the greatest potential for per-
fection in the worid. There are more ave-
nues available for change than in any
other nation.~There are also adequate
means of safeguarding our cherished
ideals. At times we forget these facts and
1ail to put our misfakes in perspective.
The {nportant thing is that we live in
8 country where mistakes can be openly
discussed and then corrected.

There are undisciplined dissidents in
our country who allow the rush of pres-
ent events to blur their view of America’s
history to such an extent that the basic
values on which our Nation was founded
become obscured. Perhaps one of the
greatest functions of Independence Day
is to bring back into proper focus what
America stands for. It gives each citi-
zen an opportunity to reflect on his or
her own responsibilities and obligations
as well as the rights and privileges
which are part of the American system.

Mr. Speaker, may July 4, 1872, be a day
of special pride for all Americans and
maeay that pride and rededication sustain
our efforts throughout the year.




H 6126 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE July 2, 198¢

“INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &
previous order of the House the gentle-
man {rom Ilinois (Mr. Faxy) is recoge
nized for 5 minutes. .
® Mr., PARY. Mr. Speaksr, {t has been
4 years since our Nation’'s Bicentennial,
The Fourth of July of 1980 approaches
in marked contrast to the atmosphere of
celebration and symbolism surrounding
our Bicentennial 4 years 2go. As we de~
part for the holiday to enjoy the time
with our family and friends, let us not
forget the purpose behind July 4, Inde=
pendence Day.

Two hundred and four years ago. In
Philadeiphia, 56 Representatives met in
Congress under the leadership of
Thomas Jefferson. Ben Franklin, and
John Adams to declare their independ-
ence from colonial rule, That declaration
forged the beginning of democracy in
the modern world: proclaimed the sub-
ordination of political authority to the
rights of man: validated the moral obli-
gation to revolt against oppressisn and
set new aspirations for civilized society.

America is unique, We are young as &
nation. and yet at the same time we are
the worid’s oldest continuousiy practice
ing participatory democracv. Back in
1778, our Nation was founded not on &
feeling of nationalistic fervor, but on
principles which our Founding Fathers
felt were inherent in human rights:
Freedom. fustice, liberty and equality.

These rights coupled with our demo-
eratic form of government and the ree
sourcefulness of the American peopie
bave produced unparalleled progress {or
our Nation. Our achievements hawe cre-
sted a standard of lving our ancestors
could not even dream of. These same
principles must be put to work for us to-
day and in the future, FPor the future
holds many great challenges that will
te<t both us and generations to cpme.
The experiences from the past will help
us face them and solve them. Let us go
forward utilizing the principles upon
which our country was founded 204 years
ago and meet these challenges.®

]
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A CALL FOR PATRIOTISM

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, Amer-
ica’s Independence Day, July 4, is cus-
tomarily reserved for looking back and
celebrating the glories of our past. I have
a young constituent, Linda Allnock, a
student at the Thomas Stone High
School, in Waldort, Md., who has marked
Independence Day this year by looking
instead to the future. She asks what she
and her friends can do to improve our
power to meet the challenges that are in
store for us. Linda has written down and
sent me her thoughtful conclusions on
what she calls “Americanism,” and I
would like to share them with my col-
leagues as we approach Independence
Day, 1980. I ask unanimous consent they
be printed {n the RECORD.

There being no objection, the materia!
was ordered to be printed in the chonn.
as follows:

AMERICANISM

“Patriotism is easy to understand in Amer-
fca; it means looking out for yourself by
looking out for your country.”—Calvin
Coolidge

How many Americans today are truly 100K~
ing out for their country? How much pride
and value do we actually feel in being @
citizen of the United States?

Apparently Americanism is not widely
practiced any more. Voting, the right strug-
gled for In years past, has become a tedlous
ritual ignored by many (too busy) Ameri-
cans. 40 percent of those eligible to vote do
not vote.

Why? Perhaps there was dinner to prepare
or T.V. to watch. Maybe there’'s shopping to
do, or maybe a nap on the couch sounds
tempting. In the majority of cases, it's just
plain laziness or apathy that keeps a healthy
normal American away from the polls.

Apathy is the root of our American evil.
Since the Depression years, acts of caring
between fellow Americans have steadily de-
clined. In our good time society, we have no
time to think of others’ feelings or needs.
Most would have no dealings with a public
official they do not trust, when actually they
should be working with him and others to
improve our country. It takes caring, time,
and involvement with others to raise our
United States to the level our toreratbers
dreamed of.

As the youth of America, we must display
the enthusiasm our country needs so des-
perately. We have to show our devotion to
our freedom and our beliefs in small and
large ways by volcing our opinions to each
other and our leaders, by pledging our al-
legiance and observing our national anthem
and flag, by getting tnvolved in our govern-
ment, not only through votes, but by run-
ning for political office and changing and re-
forming the subjects we constantly com-
plain about.

All Americans need to support, believe in,
and love their country in the face of Soviet
threats and American danger overseas. But
the most important part of America is its
youth. Though now only in high school, we
are the next decade's leaders. Let us face
any threats to America together as loyal
citizens Instead of opinionated apathetic
ideologues unwilling to even listen to each
other. We are Americans, descendants of the
first believers of freedom and democracy. The
free spirit is there, we have to find it together.
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PATRIOTISM IS NOT DEAD
HON. ELDON RUDD

OF ARI2ONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 29, 1980
e Mr. RUDD. Mr: Speaker, 1 would
like to share with my colleagues the
good works of an Arizona company,

Roy H. Loi:} Realty Co. of Tucson.

The {ine Americans that are employ-
ees of this company have taken it
upon themielves to do their part in
seeing that ‘each American home has
our country’s flag and its history.
They have volunteered to knock on
doors and give families in the Tucson
area a flag and the country’s history.
The good efforts of these citizens to
instill a sense of patriotism in their
neighbors is most laudable and praise-
worthy in a day when our Nation’'s
people are becoming increasingly more
skeptical and apathetic about the vir-
tues of patriotism.

At this point 1 would like to share
with my colleagues a portion of the
material that these good Americans
are distributing regarding our flag:

Hixro! REMEMBER Mx?

Some people call me Old Glory, others
call me The Star Spangled Banner, but
whatever they call me, I am your flag, the
flag of The United States of America. Some-
thing has been bothering me, so I thought I
might talk it over with you,. .. because it is
about you and me,

1 remember some time ago, people lined
up on both sides of the street to watch the
parade, and naturally I was leading every
parade, proudly waving in the breeze. When
your daddy saw me coming, he immediately
remmoved his hat and placed it against his

left shoulder so that the hand was directly’

over his heart . . . Remember? )

And you, I remember you, standing there

straight as a soldier. You didn't have a hat,
but you were giving the right salute. Re-
member your little sister? Not to be out-
done, she was saluting the same as you with
her right hand over ber heart ... Remem-
ber?
What happened? I'm still the same old
flag. Oh, I have a {ew more stars since you
were 4 boy. A lot more blood has been shed
since those parades of long ago.

But now I don’t feel as proud as I used to.
When I come down your street you just
stand there with your hands in your pockets
and [ may get a small glance and then you
look away. Then I see the children running
around and shouting ... They don’'t seem
toknowwhoIam...

I saw one man take his hat off then look
around, he didn't see anybody else with
theirs off, so he quickly put his back on. Is
it & sin to be patriotic anymore? Have you
forgotten what I stand for and where I've
been? Anzio. Guadalcanal, Korea and now
Vietnam. Take @ look at the memorial
honor rolls sometime, of those who never
came back to see this republic free.. . . One
nation under God. .. When you salute me,
you are actually saluting them.

Well it won't be long until I'l! be coming
down the street again. So, when you see me,
stand straight, place your right hand over
your heart . .. and I'll salute you by waving
back. . .and I'll then know that . . .

You Remembered!

—~Author Unknown.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—Extensions of Remarks

LET’'S EXAMINE THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
WORD 8y WORD

I: Me, an individual—a committee of one
Pledge: Dedicate all my worldly goods to
give without pity. }

Allegiance: My love and devotion.

To the Flag: Our Standard—old glory—a
symbol of freedom—whenever she waves
there Is respect because your loyalty has
given her dignity that shouts freedom is
everybody's job. _ -

Of the United: That means that we have
all grown together.

States: Individual communities that have
united the 50 great states, 50 individual
communities, with pride and dignity and
purpose undivided, with imaginary bound-
aries yet united to a common purpose; and
that is love for country.

Of America to the Repubdlics A state in
which sovereign power is invested in repre-
sentatives chosen by the people to govern.
and government is the people, and it is from
the people to the leaders not {ram the lead-
ers to the peopie.

For Which it Stands—One Nation Under
God: Meaning so blessed by God.

Indirisidle: Incapable of being divided. -

With Liderty: Which is freedom and the
right of power to live ones own life without
threats or fear of some sort of retaliation. -

4nd Justice: The principle of equality of
dealing fairly with others.

For Al Which means it is as much your
country as it is mine.@

——————
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