
8 7 - 6 3 7  EPW 

' '.?S.* =-- * - =:. 7.2 - -+ . 

CRS REPORT FOR CONGRESS 

TEENAGE SEXUAL ACTIVITY AND CHILDBEARING: 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIPS OF BEHAVIOR TO FAMILY AND PERSONAL BACKGROUND 

Jeanne E .  C r i f f i t h  
S p e c i a l i s t  i n  Soc ia l  Leg i s la t ion  

Education and Public Welfare Div is ion  

July 9,  1987 



T$e Congrec~iorial  Research Ertrv:ce ~vorks  esciusit.ely for 
[he  C0ngres.s. ~ c n d u c r i n  research, anclyzing legislation. and 
providins informaticn at thc req~:e5t of committees, klern- 

I bers, and  their s taffs .  

T h e  Service makes such research availab!e. without parti-  1 san b i a s  in a n  forms including slvdie-. repuru .  cornpiia- 
t ions. digests, and  background briefings. Upon request. C'RS 
assists committees in xa iyz inn ,  legislativb.e proposals and  
issues, and in assessing the pocsible e f f t c ~ s  of these proposais 
and  their alternati\.,es. The  Ser\.ice's senior specialists and  
subject a n a i y ~ t s  are  also available for persocal consultations 
in their respt.cri\-e fields of expertise. 



ABSTRACT 

Thi s  r e p o r t  u s e s  t h e  National  Survey of Family Growth t o  examine t h e  

e f f e c t s  of  a  v a r i e t y  of s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  

teenage  g i r l  w i l l  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  w i l l  use c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  and w i l l  b ea r  a  

.chi ld .  I s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h igh  l e v e l s  of teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  

pregnancy, and c h i l d b e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  country a r e  being a c t i v e l y  debated by 

policymakers from a l l  pe r spec t ives  and a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of government. The r e p o r t  

examines t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  behav io r s  

f o r  wh i t e  and b l ack  a s  w e l l  as younger and o l d e r  t eens .  
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INTRODUCTION 

I s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h igh  l e v e l s  of teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  pregnancy,  

and c h i l d b e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  count ry  a r e  being a c t i v e l y  debated by pol icymakers  

from a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of government. Debate i n  t h e  Congress 

has  r e c e n t l y  focused on t h e  types  of programs t h a t  t h e  Federa l  Government might 

suppor t  t o  reduce  t h e  inc idence  of t h e s e  behaviors .  Policymakers have proposed 

a wide range of i n t e r v e n t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  programs t o  reduce  sexual  a c t i v i t y  

among t e e n s ,  t o  expand sex  educa t ion  and b i r t h  c o n t r o l  in format ion ,  t o  broaden 

f ami ly  p lanning  s e r v i c e s ,  and t o  encourage t e e n s  t o  p l ace  i n f a n t s  f o r  adopt ion .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  i s  designed t o  provide background informat ion  on v a r i o u s  

a s p e c t s  of t h e  problem of teenage ch i ldbea r ing  by teenage g i r l s .  Using d a t a  

on teenage  g i r l s  from t h e  National  Survey of Family Growth (NsFC), 2_/ con- 

ducted i n  1982 by t h e  National  Center  f o r  Heal th S t a t i s t i c s ,  U.S. Department of  

Heal th  and Human Serv ices  (HHS), t h e  r e p o r t  ana lyzes  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  

d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of behavior  among t eens  , r e l a t e d  t o  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  ' t e e n  

1/ Th i s  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  t h i r d  i n  a series of CRS r e p o r t s  on i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  - 
t o  teenage  pregnancy. The f i r s t ,  "Teenage Pregnancy and Chi ldbear ing:  I n c i -  
dence Data" (CRS Report Yo. 87-11 EPW, by Sharon Stephan)  provided c u r r e n t  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  on t h e  inc idence  of teenage pregnancy and c h i l d b e a r i n g  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  The second, "The Children of Teenage Parents"  (CRS Report  No. 
87-94 EPW, by Jeanne E. Grif  f  i t h )  , examined t h e  consequences o f  teenage  
c h i l d b e a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of teenage mothers. 

2J See appendix A f o r  a more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  survey  and i t s  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  



ch i ldbea r ing :  teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  con t r acep t ive  use  among s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  

t e e n s ,  and c h i l d b e a r i n g  among teens.  In  gene ra l ,  f o u r  types  of f a c t o r s  i r e  

examined i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  with t h e s e  behavior  d i f f e r ences :  1) f ami ly  background 

(e.g., educa t ion  of t h e  t e e n ' s  Ibother, fami ly  income, number of p a r e n t s  t h e  

t e e n  l i v e d  wi th ,  and l e v e l  of comnunication between t h e  teen and h e r  p a r e n t s ) ,  

2)  pe r sona l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (e.g., r a c e  and e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sex e d u c a t i o n ,  

a g e  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  c u r r e n t  major a c t i v i t y ,  o r  age  of  sexual  m a t u r i t y ) ,  3) 

geographic  f a c t o r s  (e.g., reg ion  and u rban / ru ra l  s t a t u s ) ,  and 4)  f a c t o r s  l i n k e d  

t o  t h e  sexua l  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  t e e n s  (e.g., age  a t  f i r s t  sex,  u s e  of  con t r a -  

c e p t i v e s  a t  f i r s t  s ex ,  medical c o n s u l t a t i o n  about c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  f requency  of 

sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  and number of c h i l d r e n  p rev ious ly  born). The report:  

examines a l l  female t eens ,  but  t o  i d e n t i f y  important  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

s p e c i f i c  groups,  d e t a i l e d  informat ion  is a l s o  presented  ( t o  t h e  e x t e n t  poss i -  

b l e )  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  and e t h n i c  groups a s  w e l l  u f o r  bo th  younger and o l d e r  

teens .  

The n e x t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  p r e s e n t s  a  s u m a r y  of 

t h e  major f i n d i n g s  of t h e s e  ana lyses .  Chapter 1 discusses the p o l i c y  c o n t e x t  

under ly ing  t h e  s tudy  of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t een  ch i ld -  

bear ing .  Chapters  2 through 4 p re sen t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  a n a l y s e s  on t h e  

t h r e e  major behaviors  ( t e e n  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use,  and c h i l d -  

bear ing) .  Chapter  5 summarizes t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  and d r a w  on t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  

t o  provide  b e t t e r  understanding of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

f a c t o r s  and behaviors  s tud ied .  Chapter 6 p r e s e n t s  the conc lus ionso  

SUMMARY 

A review of background i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  teenage c h i l d b e a r i n g  s u g g e s t s  t h e  

fo l lowing  p o i n t s  t o  keep i n  mind: 



Background on Teen Childbearing 

o  Although teenage b i r t h  rates have been dec l in ing  f o r  s e v e r a l  
decades, t h e  i s s u e  remnins one of s e r i o u s  pub l i c  concern. The 
consequences of becoming a  parent a t  very young ages may be more 
d e l e t e r i o u s  f o r  the  well-being of women and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  today 
than e v e r  before. 

o  Teens beetme paren t s  only a f t e r  passing through a series of 
decis ions :  1) uhether  t o  become sexua l ly  a c t i v e ,  2)  uhether  t o  u s e  
con t racep t ives ,  3) i f  pregnant, whether t o  carry the pregnancy t o  
term, arrd 4) i f  bearing 8 c h i l d ,  whether t o  p lace  t h e  i n f a n t  f o r  . 
adoption. Each of these  decis ions  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d i f f e r e n t  types  of 
po l i cy  in te rven t ion ,  and opinions d i f f e r  an t o  which p o i n t s ,  i f  
any, should be addressed i n  publ ic  policy. 

o  B i r t h  rates f o r  younger t eens  a r e  much lower than they  a r e  f o r  
o l d e r  teens.  However, r a t e s  have been dec l in ing  much f a s t e r  among 
o l d e r  teens  (18 t o  19 years  o l d )  than among younger ones (under 1 7  
years  1. 

o The consequences of parenting are more s e r i o u s  f o r  younger thur f o r  
o l d e r  teens. The younger the  teen  when she becomes a  pa ren t ,  t h e  
more l i k e l y  she i s  not t o  have conrpleted school ,  not  t o  be married,  
and t o  become dependent on welfare.  Poss ib le  pol icy  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  two a g e  g roups  may d i f f e r  cons ide rab ly ,  a s  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of teen  mothers vary with age and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  inf luence  d i f f e r .  

o  Rates of  teenage chi ldbear ing  are u c h  h igher  u o n g  b lacks  thao 
w h i t e s ,  and Hispanic rates f a l l  i n  between, The sha re  of t h e  
populat ion t h a t  i s  minori ty i n  t h i s  country i s  p ro jec ted  t o  in- 
c r e a s e  g r e a t l y  over t h e  next decades. This  demographic p r o j e c t i o n  
heightens  i n t e r e s t  i n  b e t t e r  understanding d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t een  
ch i ldbea r ing  among t h e  race  and e t h n i c  groups. 

o  The fami ly  background a d  personal  characteristics of t e e n s  a r e  
important f a c t o r s  that inc rease  our  understanding of  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  
t h t  a  t een  w i l l  b e c o ~ e  8 parart,, The n a t u r e  of d i f f e r e n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  teen  parent ing ,  provides 
i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  need f o r  s h o r t -  and long-range p o l i c y  
in te rven t ions .  

The fol lowing f ind ings  a r e  based on es t imates  from and a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

National  Survey of Family Growth: 



Teenage Sexual A c t i v i t y  and Age a t  F i r s t  Sex 

o Family background f a c t o r s  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  teenage sexual  
a c t i v i t y .  Teens whose mothers have less education,  whose 
famil ies ' incomes a r e  c l o s e r  t o  the  poverty Level, who l i v e d  wi th  
only  one parent when they were 14 years  o l d ,  o r  who f e e l  t h a t  they 
commnicate more with t h e i r  parents  about sex-related i s s u e s  a r e  
more l i k e l y  t o  have had sexual in te rcourse  than o t h e r  teens .  

o Personal  d u r a c t e r i a t i c s  are also close17 a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t e e n  
rena l  a c t i v i t y .  Teens who s t a r t e d  da t ing  e a r l y ,  who i n d i c a t e  less 
involvement i n  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  who a r e  non-Catholic, and who 
a r e  b lack o r  Hispanic a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be sexual ly  ac t ive .  

o Teens from the south  and t h e  #st u e  more l i k e l y  t o  be aexua l ly  
a c t i v e  than t eens  from t h e  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  part of the country,  but  
t e e n s  from t h e  nor theas t  a r e  by f a r  the lust  l i k e l y  t o  be a c t i v e .  

o Although black t eens  are mre l i k e l y  t o  be sexua l ly  a c t i v e  than 
w h i t e  teens, f e v e r  of the f a c t o r s  6 u e d  are L r p o r t m t  f o r  in- 
d i c a t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  sen181 a c t i v i t y  ~ n g  black teens than f o r  
white teens.  Nevertheless, those f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  important f o r  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  among black teens  ( inc luding mother's education,  how 
many pa ren t s  l ived  with a t  age 14, age s t a r t e d  da t ing ,  and degree  
of r e l i g i o u s  comi tment )  appear t o  i n d i c a t e  l a r g e r  e f f e c t s  on t h e  
black than on t h e  white population. 

o Younger t eens  are less l ib17 t o  be sexua l ly  active thur o l d e r  
teens, but s i m i l a r  f a c t o r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  sexual a c t i v i t y  of 
t h e  tuo  groups. 

o Mot a11 the family m d  personal  backgrotmd .8d geographic f a c t o r s  
examined a r e  as important i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  d i f f e r c a c e s  in t h e  age  
when a teen f i r s t  has a a u l  intercourse.  Teens who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  
become sexual ly  a c t i v e  may have o the r  f a c t o r s  that determine t h e  
a c t u a l  timing of t h a t  a c t i v i t y ,  However, t h e r e  a r e  some important 
d i f f e rences .  Teens who l i v e d  with only one parent  when 14 yea r s  
o l d ,  who began da t ing  e a r l i e r ,  who a r e  black o r  Hispanic,  who 
reached sexual  matur i ty  a t  a very young age, who have not  had some 
formal sex education, and who have lower degrees of personal  
r e l i g i o u s  coprmitment a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have f i r s t  had sexual  
i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  an e a r l i e r  age, 

Contracevt i v e  Use 

o The a n a l y s i s  of teenage use  of cont racept ives  d i d  n o t  provide much 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  lrong t eens  i n  their use  of  con- 
t r a c e p t i v e s .  The family background and personal f a c t o r s  examined 
he re  d id  not he lp  expla in  d i f fe rences  i n  cont racept ive  u s e  among 
sexua l ly  a c t i v e  teens.  Current use of cont racept ives  among 



sexua l ly  a c t i v e  teenagers may have some r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  sex-re la ted  
behaviors. Teens wco f i r s t  had sex a t  an e a r l i e r  age,  who d id  not  
use cont racept ion  the f i r s t  time they had sex,  who have not 
c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  d o c t o r s  o r  o t h e r  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n s  a b o u t  
cont racept ion ,  who have sexual in te rcourse  on a l e s s  f requent  
b a s i s ,  o r  who have not ye t  had a baby appear t o  be l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  
c u r r e n t l y  use cont racept ives  than t h e i r  peers .  

Teenage Childbearing 

o Family background and personal  f a c t o r s  are important f o r  i d e n t i -  
f y i n g  teens vho are *re l i k e l y  t o  hve had 8 ch i ld .  Some of t h e s e  
f a c t o r s ,  however, appear t o  be more important i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
t eens  who a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be sexual ly  active-and thus  i n  t h e  
populat ion a t  r i s k  of bearing a ch i ld .  Among sexual ly  a c t i v e  
t e e n s ,  those  whose fami l i e s  have lower income l e v e l s  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  poverty threshold ,  who do not comunica te  wi th  t h e i r  pa ren t s  
about pregnancy and contraception,  who a r e  black o r  Hispanic, who 
a r e  not  i n  school o r  working, who f i r s t  had sex a t  an e a r l i e r  age ,  
and who a r e  married a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have had a c h i l d .  

o bong b lack  teens ,  personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and s e r r e l a t e d  be- 
hav io r s  appear t o  be rore important than a r e  fami ly  background 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  d i s t ingu i sh ing  teens more l i k e l y  t o  have had a 
c h i l d  . 

o brig younger t eens ,  also, personal chracteristics ( c a g e ,  race and 
age s t a r t e d  da t ing)  and s e x - r e h t e d  bchviors (e.g., age  a t  f i r s t  
sex) are better i n d i c a t o r s  of the l i ke l ihood  of  8 teen's being a 
pa ren t  than are i d l y  background characteristics (e.g., fami ly  
i n c a e  and number of parents  a t  h a a ) .  

General Findings 

o Fac to r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  sum1 a c t i v i t y  and teenage c h i l d b e a r i n g  
tepd t o  over l ap  i n  the population. Focusing om o n l y  one of t h e s e  
f a c t o r s  can l e a d  - t o  overes t imat ing  the influence of that s i n g l e  
f a c t o r .  For example, when a f a c t o r  such a s  t h e  family income of 
t h e  teen  i s  examined by i t s e l f ,  i t s  e f f e c t  moy be o v e r s t a t e d  
because t h i s  f a c t o r  is c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  education of t h e  
t e e n ' s  mother, a t e e n ' s  race ,  and .how many paren t s  a t een  l i v e d  
with-and each of these  f a c t o r s  may a l s o  be r e l a t e d  t o  a t e e n ' s  
sexual  a c t i v i t y .  

o Hwever,  c e r t a i n  combinations of f a c t o r s  l e a d  t o  much g r e a t e r  
l i k e l i h o o d  that a t een  w i l l  be sexual ly  a c t i v e  o r  t h a t  she vill 
became a teen  parent.  For example, on average, black t eens  a r e  
more Likely t o  be parents  than white teens  (18 and 5 pe rcen t ,  



r e s p e c t i  ~ e l y ) .  But a  whi te  teen whose fami ly  income i s  only h a l f  
i t s  pover ty  th re sho ld ,  whose mother had 8 yea r s  of educa t ion ,  who 
began dating a t  age 12, who l i v e d  wi th  only one pa ren t  when she was 
14,  ana who l i v e s  i n  t h e  south has an es t imated  25 percent  chance 
of having a  baby. In  c o n t r a s t ,  a  whi te  t e e n  whose f a m i l y ' s  income 
i s  f o u r  t imes i t s  pover ty  l e v e l ,  whose mother has  16 y e a r s  of  
education, who began d a t i n g  when she was 15, and who l i v e d  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  wi th  both pa ren t s  when she was 14 has  only  a 2 pe rcen t  
e s t i m a t e d  chance of having a  baby. A black t een  wi th  t h e  f i r s t ,  
l e s s  f avo rab le ,  s e t  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  would have an e s t ima ted  69 
pe rcen t  chance of having a  baby. But w i th  t h e  second, more 
f a v o r a b l e ,  s e t  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a  b lack  t een  w u l d  have a n  
e s t ima ted  5 percent  chance. 21 

o The s t r o n g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  among teens appear  t o  be t h o s e  t h a t  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  teens wbo ate  s e x u a l l y  active from those uho are not.  
Family background f a c t o r s  i n  particu1.r appear  t o  p lay  t h e i r  most 
impor tan t  r o l e  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t eens  l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  
They a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  important  (but  do s t i l l  appear  t o  provide  
some i n s i g h t )  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  what age a  teen  is l i k e l y  t o  become 
s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  what h e r  con t r acep t ive  p a t t e r n s  may be, and 
whether a s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n  is  l i k e l y  t o  bear  a  ch i ld .  

o  Although on average  b lacks  are coor ide rab ly  lore l i k e l y  t o  b e  
s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and t o  be pa ren t s ,  blacks with c e r t a i n  chracter- 
istics are no more l i k e l y  and u y  be less l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  
a c t i v e  and t o  be W r e n t s  t h m  sow uhite teems. For example, (when 
o t h e r  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  a r e  accounted f o r )  b lack  t e e n s  whose mothers 
completed c o l l e g e  a r e  no more l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than  
s i m i l a r  wh i t e  teens .  Black t e e n s  who l i v e d  w i t h  both p a r e n t s  when 
age  1 4  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  than  whi te  teens who l i v e d  w i t h  o n l y  one 
p a r e n t  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  

o  The d i sadvau tages  o f  c e r t a i n  f ami ly  oab background characteristics 
may be d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  l a r g e r  f o r  b l ack  than for uhite t eens .  
For  example, compared t o  having a  mother who completed c o l l e g e ,  
having  a  mother who completed l e s s  than h igh  school  had a  much 
s t r o n g e r  e f f e c t  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  b l ack  t een  would be 
s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than  f o r  a  whi te  teen.  Beginning d a t i n g  e a r l y  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  that a b lack  t e e n  would become a teenage  
p a r e n t  t o  a  much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  than  was t h e  case f o r  wh i t e  t eens .  

o  Although o l d e r  t e e n s  have mach g r e a t e r  likelihoods, some r p e c i f  i c  
g roups  of  younger tans are as o r  m e  l i k e l y  t o  he  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  
o r  p a r e n t s  ehur c e r t a i n  o l d e r  teers. For example, younger t e e n s  
who f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  age  12 are more l i k e l y  t o  be 
p a r e n t s  than  o l d e r  teens who delayed i n t e r c o u r s e  t o  age  14. 

3_/ It i s  important  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  e s t i m a t e s  based on t h e  
s t a t i s t i c a l  models developed i n  t h i s  ana lys i s .  These e s t ima ted  l i k e l i h o o d s  
r e f l e c t  t h e  modelled i n f l u e n c e s  of a ~ a r i e t y  of r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s ,  and should be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  approximate e s t i m a t e s  of p a t t e r n s  of c h i l d b e a r i n g  behavior  
r a t h e r  t h a n  as p r e c i s e  e s t i m a t e s  of a c t u a l  popula t ion  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  
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C3UPTEB 1: POLICY ISSUES AH0 FACTOPS ASSOCIATED A WITH TEEN C B I U ) B ~ I I G  

Teens become p a r e n t s  only a f t e r  pass ing  through a  s e r i e s  of s t e p s ,  o r  

d e c i s i o n  po in t s .  Before becoming a  pa ren t ,  a  t een  must make d e c i s i o n s  on 

sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use,  a b o r t i o n ,  and adoption.  The d e c i s i o n s  

t e e n s  make about  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  vary ,  depending p a r t l y  on what popu la t ion  

groups t h e y  a r e  members o f ;  behaviors  vary no tab ly  by age  and race .  T h i s  

c h a p t e r  provides  a p o l i c y  context  f o r  cons ide r ing  t h e  i s s u e s  and examining t h e  

p o l i c y  importance of t h e s e  groups and t h e  f a c t o r s  s tud ied  i n  t h e  remainder  of  

t h e  r e p o r t .  The f i r s t  two s e c t i o n s  d i s c u s s  r ecen t  t r e n d s  i n  teenage  s e x u a l  

a c t i v i t y  and c h i l d b e a r i n g  and why teenage parent ing-  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  

i s s u e  f o r  t o d a y ' s  soc i e ty .  The Last t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  p l ace  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

NSFG i n t o  t h i s  p o l i c y  framework. These s e c t i o n s  e x p l a i n  why t h e  a n a l y s i s  i s  

s t r u c t u r e d  t o  account f o r  d i f f e r e n t  s t ages  of teen  decis ionmaking,  f o r  d i f -  

f e r e n c e s  among r a c e  and age groups,  and f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  s p e c i f i c  

f a c t o r s  t o  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  dec i s ions .  

A. Basic  Trends i n  Teenage Sexual A c t i v i t y  and Ch i ldbea r ing  

Teenage c h i l d b e a r i n g  is  c e r t a i n l y  not  e new phenomenon. Ra te s  i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s  have been h igh  f o r  a long time. But i n  some r e s p e c t s  t h e  r e c e n t  

h igh  l e v e l s  of i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i s s u e s  of teenage s e x u a l i t y  and c h i l d b e a r i n g  

might r a m  pa radox ica l ,  mince b i r t h  r a t e r  t o  15 t o  19 y a w  o ld  women have 



a c t u a l l y  dropped f a i r l y  s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  1950s, d e c l i n i n g  by mdre 

than  40 percent  j u s t  s i n c e  1960 (from 89.1 b i r t h s  per  1,000 women aged 15 t o - 1 9  

i n  1960 t o  68.3 b i r t h s  i n  1970 and t o  50.9 b i r t h s  i n  1984).  These r a t e s  v a r y  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by r a c e  and by t h e  age  of t h e  teenager .  Among women 15  t o  19 t h e  

1984 b i r t h  r a t e  was 42.5 f o r  whi tes  compared t o  95.7 f o r  b lacks .  For o l d e r  

t e e n s ,  aged 18 t o  19, t h e  r a t e  was 78.3 ( f o r  every 1,008 women aged 18-19), 

compared t o  a  rate of 31.1 among t eens  15 t o  17 and 1.2 f o r  t e e n s  under  age  

15. 

A t  t h e  same time t h a t  teenage b i r t h  r a t e s  have been d e c l i n i n g ,  ado le scen t  

sexual  a c t i v i t y  has  increased .  Whereas i n  1971, an  es t imated  27.6 percent  of  

a l l  never -marr ied  g i r l s  aged 15 t o  19 had experienced sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  by 

1982, t h a t  e s t i m a t e  had increased  by more than 50 percent ,  t o  42.2 pe rcen t .  51 

B. The Problems of Teenage Chi ldbear ing  Hay Be Grea te r  Than They Used t o  Be 

Desp i t e  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  r a t e s ,  t h e  problems r e l a t e d  t o  teenage  c h i l d b e a r i n g  

may be much g r e a t e r  today than  i n  t h e  1950s and earlier times. Today's young 

women, on t h e  average,  a r e  going t o  school  longer ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  

when they  l e a v e  school ,  and s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  even dur ing  t h e i r  c h i l d -  

bea r ing  y e a r s  (a l though they  may t ake  a  s h o r t  break around t h e  t ime of c h i l d -  

b i r t h ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  young women today a r e  very l i k e l y  t o  spend some t ime a s  a  

s i n g l e  pa ren t .  Half of a l l  of t oday ' s  marr iages ( n o t  j u s t  t hose  of t eenage  

4/ Nat iona l  Center  f o r  Hea l th  S t a t i s t i c s .  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of t h e  United 
s t a t e s ,  N a t a l i t y :  1960; and Advance Report of F ina l  N a t a l i t y  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1984. 
Monthly Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Report ,  v. 35, no. 4 ,  H y a t t s v i l l e ,  UD. J u l y  18,  1986. 

/ Nat iona l  Research Council .  Panel on Adolescent Pregnancy and Chi ld-  
bear ing .  Risk ing  t h e  Future:  Adolescent Sexua l i t y ,  Pregnancy, and Childbear-  
ing. Nat iona l  Academy Pres s ,  Washington, D.C., 1987. p. 42. 



mothers)  a r e  expected t o  end i n  divorce.  6_/ P r o j e c t i o n s  sugges t  t h a t  a 

m a j o r i t y  of t oday ' s  youth w i l l  spend some time i n  s ingle-parent  f a m i l i e s .  A 

low range  p r o j e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  60 percent  of c h i l d r e n  born i n  1984 w i l l  

spend a l a r g e  p a r t  of a year  o r  longer  i n  a one-parent f ami ly  be fo re  r e a c h i n g  

age  18. 7_/ A h ighe r  p r o j e c t i o n  sugges ts  t h a t  about 70 percent  of  wh i t e  c h i l -  

d ren  and 95 percent  of b lack  c h i l d r e n  born i n  1980 w i l l  spend a t  least some of 

t h e i r  chi ldhood l i v i n g  wi th  only one parent .  8_/ Moreover, c h i l d r e n  born i n  

1980 t o  mothers who have never  been marr ied a r e  a l s o  expected t o  spend much 

less of  t h e i r  childhood with two p a r e n t s  (only  14 percent  of chi ldhood f o r  

whi tes  and 24 percent  f o r  b l acks )  than w i l l  c h i l d r e n  born t o  marr ied p a r e n t s  

(75  percent  of childhood f o r  whi tes  and 56 percent  f o r  b l acks ) .  E/ 

A s  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s ,  mothers c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  support  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

p r i m a r i l y  through t h e i r  earn ings .  (More than  three- four ths  of female-headed . 
f a m i l i e s  had some wage o r  s a l a r y  income i n  1984. This  i s  an unde res t ima te  be- 

cause  it does not  i nc lude  those  f a m i l i e s  where t h e  mother earned  s e l f -  

employment income. ) E/ The i r  educa t ion  and work exper ience  d i r e c t l y  con- 

t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  economic well-being of t h e i r  f ami l i e s .  

Teenage mothers begin t h e i r  adulthood ab rup t ly .  They are more l i k e l y  t o  

end up a s  s i n g l e  pa ren t s  f o r  some t i m e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  than t h e i r  p e e r s  who 

6_/ Cher l in ,  Andrew J. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  Cambridge, Mass., 1981,. p. 25. 

3, Norton, Ar thur  J. and Paul C. Glick. One Parent  Famil ies:  A, S o c i a l  
and Economic P r o f i l e .  Family Re la t ions ,  v. 35, Jan. 1986. p. 16. 

8_/ Hoffer th ,  Sandra L. Updating c h i l d r e n ' s  L i f e  Course. J o u r n a l  of 
Marriage and t h e  Family, Feb. 1985. p. 93-115. 

101 U.S. Bureau of t h e  Census. Money Income of Households, Fami l i e s ,  
and ~ G o n s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s :  1984. Current  Populat ion Repor ts ,  S e r i e s  p. 
60, no. 151. Table 24. 
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- d e l a y  ch i ldbea r ing .  An inc reas ing  sha re  of t h e s e  teenage women a r e  not  marr ied  

when t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  born. 111 I n  1984, 56 percent.  of b i r t h s  t o  t e e n s  

were t o  unmarried women, compared t o  24 percent  of b i r t h s  t o  women aged 20 t o  

24. 121 Even when they  do marry, teenage mothers i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s u f f e r  even 

g r e a t e r  l e v e l s  of m a r i t a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  than women i n  genera l .  Although t eenage  

mothers  a r e  more l i k e l y  than o t h e r s  t o  m r r y  young, t hey  a r e  a l s o  more l i k e l y  

t o  subsequent ly  d i v o r c e  o r  s e p a r a t e  than t h e i r  pee r s  who d i d  not  have c h i l d r e n  

e a r l y ,  whether o r  no t  they  marry be fo re  t h e i r  c h i l d  is born. Est imates  i n d i -  

c a t e  t h a t  wh i t e  women who f i r s t  had a c h i l d  between t h e  ages  of  14 and 17 a r e  

t h r e e  times more l i k e l y  t o  s e p a r a t e  wi th in  15 yea r s  than  t h o s e  who f i r s t  had 

c h i l d r e n  a t  age  20 o r  over;  f o r  b lack  women t h e  comparable e s t i m a t e  was two- 

t h i r d s  more l i k e l y .  E/ I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t een  mothers a r e  less l i k e l y  t o  con t inue  

t h e i r  educa t ion  E/ and, conoequently,  s u f f e r  d i sadvantages  i n  t h e  work p l a c e  

and i n  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  earn.  Thus, t h e  consequences o f  teenage p a r e n t i n g  may 

be more seve re  today than  eve r  before.  The concern f o r  t h o s e  young p a r e n t s  i s  

c a s t  w i t h i n  a con tex t  of g r e a t e r  demands on women t o  c o n t r i b u t e  more and more 

t o  t h e  oupport of t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s .  

From a p u b l i c  p o l i c y  pe r spec t ive ,  t h e  problems of t e e n  p a r e n t i n g  have ve ry  

r e a l  imp l i ca t ions .  Teenage mothers a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be dependent on w e l f a r e ,  

111 O ' ~ o n n e l 1 ,  Mart in  and Maurice J. Moore. The L e g i t i ~ i y -  S t a t u s  of 
~ i r o t T i r t h s  t o  U.S. Women Aged 15 t o  24, 1939-1978. Family P lanning  Perspec- 
t i v e s ,  v. 12, no.1, Jan./Feb. 1980. p. 18. 

12/ Nat iona l  Center  f o r  Heal th ~ t a t i s t i c s .  Mvance  Report  o f  F i n a l  
~ a t a l i t ~  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1984. Monthly Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Report,  v. 35, no. 4. 
J u l y  18, 1986. Tables  2 and 18. 

131 McCarthy, James and Jane  Menken. Uarr iage,  Remarriage, M a r i t a l  
~ i s r u z i o n ,  and Age a t  F i r s t  Bi r th .  Family Planning P e r s p e c t i v e s ,  v. 11, no. 
1, Jan./Feb. 1979. p. 27. 

141 Hof fe r th ,  Sandra L. and K r i s t i n  A. Moore. Ea r ly  Ch i ldbea r ing  and 
~ a t a r E c o n o m i c  w e l l - k i n g .  American Soc io log ica l  h v i e w ,  v. 44. ~ c t  . 1979. 
p. 797-801. 



CRS- 11 

because they  a t t a i n  l e s s  educa t ion ,  have l a r g e r  f a m i l i e s ,  and a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  

t o  r e c e i v e  c h i l d  support .  E/ The younger a  mother i s  when she  f i r s t  begins  

r e c e i v i n g  we l f a re ,  t he  more l i k e l y  she  i s  t o  r e c e i v e  i t  f o r  an extended pe r iod  

of time; t h e  average  number of years  oYAFDC r e c e i p t  f o r  mothers under 22 when 

they  f i r s t  begin on t h e  program is 8.2, compared t o  5.2 f o r  mothers who a r e  

over  30 when they  begin. 161 The need f o r  p u b l i c  r e sou rces  t o  h e l p  suppor t  

t h e s e  women is d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e i r  numbers. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  because t h e s e  

women tend t o  have l e s s  educa t ion  and lower paying jobs i f  t hey  do work, t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  economy and t h e  s o c i e t y  may be reduced from what they  

would be i f  they  had delayed ch i ldbea r ing .  

C. Teens Become Pa ren t s  a f t e r  Making a  S e r i e s  of Decis ions 
* 

Teenage pa ren t ing  can be thought of a s  a process ;  t e e n s  a c t u a l l y  become 

p a r e n t s  by making a  s e r i e s  of d i s c r e t e  dec i s ions ,  171 whether t h e s e  a r e  con- 

s c i o u s  o r  unconscious. There a r e  f o u r  d e c i s i o n  p o i n t s  con f ron t ing  t e e n s  on t h e  

way t o  parenthood. F i r s t ,  a  t e e n  must dec ide  whether o r  no t  t o  become s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e .  Second, i f  a  t een  dec ides  t o  do so ,  he o r  she  then  must d e c i d e  whether 

t o  u se  con t r acep t ion .  Teens who use con t r acep t ion  a r e ,  o f  course ,  much l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  become pregnant ,  a l though i n  many cases  t e e n s  who a r e  u s i n g  e i t h e r  

15/ Moore and Hoffer th.  F i n a l  Research Summary. p. 24-26. - 
16/  Ellwood, David T. Targe t ing  Would-Be Long-Term Rece ip t s  of  AFDC. 

unpublished paper prepared f o r  t h e  Department of Heal th  and Human S e r v i c e s .  
Jan. 1986. Table IV-1. 

17/ This  model f o r  examining the i s s u e  o f  t e e n  c h i l d b e a r i n g  i s  used 
w i d e l y  i n  o t h e r  ana lyses ,  i nc lud ing  F l i c k ,  Louise H. Pa ths  t o  Adolescent  
Parenthood: I m p l i c a t i o n s  and Prevent ion.  Pub l i c  Heal th  Repor ts ,  v. 101, no. 
2, 1986. p.  132-147; Moore, K r i s t i n  A. and Martha R. Burt.  P r i v a t e  C r i s i s ,  
Pub l i c  Costs :  P o l i c y  Pe r spec t ives  on Teenage Childbearing.  The Urban 
I n s t i t u t e  P re s s ,  Washington, D.C., 1982; and Danziger,  Sandra K. Breaking t h e  
Chains: From Teenage G i r l s  t o  Welfare Mothers, o r ,  Can S o c i a l  P o l i c y  I n c r e a s e  
Options? 



i n e f f e c t i v e  methods of con t r acep t ion  o r  us ing  a method u n r e l i a b l y  may a l s o  be- 

come pregnant .  Th i rd ,  i f  a teen  becomes pregnant ,  she can dec ide  whether o r  

no t  she  wants t o  c a r r y  t h e  pregnancy t o  term o r  t o  have an  a b o r t i o n .  Four th ,  

i f  a t e e n  chooses t o  have t h e  baby, she can dec ide  whether o r  no t  t o  p l a c e  t h e  

baby f o r  adoption.  The l a t t e r  dec i s ion ,  of course ,  i s  p r i m a r i l y  an i s s u e  f o r  

unmarried teenage  mothers, which r a i s e s  t h e  i s s u e  of marr iage  and pregnancy. 

Teens who become pregnant  and a r e  not  marr ied may a l s o  make a d e c i s i o n  whether  

t o  marry. Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  makes it c l e a r  t h a t  teenage pa ren t ing  i s  no t  a s i n g l e  

i s s u e ,  but r a t h e r  b u i l d s  from a s e r i e s  of complex, i n t e r r e l a t e d  problems. Pol- 

i c y  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  have been proposed f o r  each s t age ,  and t o g e t h e r ,  incrementa l  

p o l i c i e s  aimed a t  a l l  s t a g e s  might comprehensively add res s  t h e  f u l l  scope of 

t h e s e  problems. Teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y  and ch i ldbea r ing  c r e a t e  a policymaking 

dilemna i n  t h a t ,  a l though t h e r e  is  gene ra l  agreement that t h e  i s s u e  needs t o  be 

addressed ,  people hold s t r o n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  op in ions  am t o  how b e s t  t o  r e s o l v e  i t  

and .what,  if any, r o l e  t h e  Federa l  Government should play.  Cons ide ra t ion  of ' 

i t s  complex s t r u c t u r e  may a l s o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e r e  is room f o r  mrny incrementa l  

approaches t o  t h i s  problem. 

T h i s  r e p o r t  examines t h r e e  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  points :  1) t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of 

teenage  sexua l  a c t i v i t y ,  2 )  t h e  use  of con t r acep t ion  by t e e n s ,  and 3 )  t eenage  

c h i l d b e a r i n g .  g/ 

D. What Groups of t h e  Populat ion a r e  Important?  

The f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  teenage pa ren t ing  vary  for d i f f e r e n t  groups of  

t h e  popula t ion ,  and t h e  consequences may a l s o  be cons ide rab ly  d i f f e r e n t .  I n  

18/  Data on teenage pregnancies ,  which would i n c h h e  those  t h a t  ended i n  
v 0 1 u n & ~  abor t ion  o r  mimcatriage a s  we l l  r r  i n  l i v o  birthrr, a r a  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  complexity.  



p a r t i c u l a r ,  groups of i n t e r e s t  a r e  def ined  by age and by r a c e  o r  e t h n i c i t y .  

These d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  considered i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  NSFG. 

The consequences of teenage parent ing  f o r  younger t eenage r s ,  t hose  under 

17 y e a r s  o l d ,  a r e  much more s e r i o u s  than  f o r  o l d e r  t e e n s ,  18 o r  19 y e a r s  o ld .  

Very young t e e n s  who become pa ren t s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  have completed h igh  
* 

school  and more l i k e l y  t o  suspend t h e i r  educa t ion ,  no t  t o  be marr ied ,  and t o  

become dependent on wel fare .  A s  noted above, b i r t h  rates f o r  t e e n s  15 t o  17 

a r e  cons ide rab ly  lower than a r e  r a t e s  f o r  o l d e r  teens .  But, compl i ca t ing  t h e  

problem, c h i l d b e a r i n g  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  younger popula t ion  have no t  been d e c l i n i n g  

a s  f a s t  a s  f o r  t h e  o l d e r  populat ion.  While b i r t h  r a t e s  among o l d e r  t e e n s  de- 

c l i n e d  31.7 percent  from 1970 t o  1984, t hose  f o r  younger t e e n s  dec l ined  19.8 

percent .  P o s s i b l e  p o l i c y  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  two age groups of t e e n s  a l s o  

d i f f e r  i n  some r e s p e c t s .  Younger t eens  a r e  o f t e n  s t i l l  i n  school ,  wh i l e  o l d e r  

t e e n s  may no longer  be. Older t e e n s  a r e  more Likely t o  be marr ied when t h e y  

conceive o r  a t  l e a s t  be fo re  they  have t h e  baby. For a t  l e a s t  some younger 

t eens ,  i t  may be more p l a u s i b l e  t o  i n t e rvene  earlier i n  t h e  s t a g e s  between 

sexual  a c t i v i t y  and ch i ldbea r ing ,  descr ibed  above. For t h e s e  r ea sons ,  much of 

t h e  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  is conducted s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  t h e s e  two s e p a r a t e  age  

groups. 

Large d i f f e r e n c e s  among r ace  and e t h n i c  groups i n  t h e  i s s u e s  of teenage  

p a r e n t i n g  a r e  a l s o  important  t o  understand. Rates  of c h i l d b e a r i n g  a r e  much 

h ighe r  i n  t h e  b l ack  than i n  t h e  white  populat ion;  Hispanic r a t e s  f a l l  i n  be- 

tween those  of t h e  o t h e r  two groups. The sha re  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  youth t h a t  a r e  

b l ack  and Hispanic i s  increas ing .  Whereas i n  1985 15.4 percent  of o u r  c h i l d r e n  

under 18  were b lack  and 10.0 percent  were Hispanic,  by 2000 t h e s e  s h a r e s  w i l l  

be 16.9 and 12.9 pe rcen t ,  r e spec t ive ly .  The s h a r e  of t h e  popu la t ion  that i s  

whi te  (non-Hirpanic) w i l l  d e c l i n e  from 72.0 t o  67.3 percent  over t h i s  t ime. 
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This  t r e n d  i s  expected t o  cont inue  i n t o  the  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  191 The 

c i v i l i a n  l a b o r  f o r c e  i s  exper ienc ing  s i m i l a r  changes i n  composition. While 

12.8 pe rcen t  of t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  i n  1982 was of b lack  and o t h e r  r a c e s  ( t h i s  does  

not  i nc lude  wh i t e  Hispanics ,  who would make t h e  f i g u r e s  even more d i s p a r a t e ) ,  

more than  23 percent  of t h e  new l a b o r  f o r c e  e n t r a n t s  between 1982 and 1995 a r e  

p r o j e c t e d  t o  be  of b lack  and o t h e r  r aces .  201 The, f u t u r e  l a b o r  f o r c e  v i l l  draw 

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  on those  groups wi th  t h e  h ighes t  r a t e s  of teenage  p a r e n t i n g .  

Because of t h e  changing r a c i a l  composition of t h e  popula t ion ,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u -  

l a r l y  important  today t o  understand what might be some of t h e  sou rces  of  d i f -  

f e r e n c e s  among r a c e  and e t h n i c  groups. 

There i s  some evidence  t h a t  teenage pa ren t ing  may d isadvantage  b l acks  t o  a  

g r e a t e r  deg ree  than  whites .  Young black t een  mothers a r e  more Like ly  t o  re-  

c e i v e  w e l f a r e  and less l i k e l y  t o  l eave  we l f a re  r o l l s  w i th in  a  s h o r t  time than  

whi te  t een  mothers.  211 For t h e s e  reasons ,  where poss ib l e ,  z/ t h i s  r e p o r t  

examines t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t e e n  parent ing  depa ra t e ly  f o r  t h e  non- 

Hispanic wh i t e ,  non-Hispanic b lacks ,  and Hispanics.  a/ 

191 Spencer,  Gregory. P r o j e c t i o n s  of t h e  Hispanic Populat ion:  1983 t o  - 
2080. Curren t  Populat ion Reports ,  S e r i e s  P-25, no. 995., U.S. Bureau o f  t h e  
Census, Washington, D.C., Nov. 1986. Table V. 

391 F u l l e r t o n ,  Howard N. Jr. and John Tschet te r .  The 1995 Labor Force: 
A Second Look. Monthly Labor Review, Nov. 1983. p. 5. 

211 Adams, Gina C. The Dynamics of Welfare Recipiency Among Adolescent  
Mothers. Congressional  Budget O f f i c e  Memorandum, M r .  17, 1987. Table  1. 

221 I n  some cases ,  t h e  sample s i z e  i s  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  a l l o w  
r e l i a b l e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Hispanic populat ion.  

231 For t h e  sake of b r e v i t y ,  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  terms 
"white" and "black" w i l l  be used. In  both cases ,  however, t h e  a n a l y s e s  have 
been conducted exc lus ive  of t h e  Hispanic populat ion.  
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E: What Fac to r s  a r e  Important t o  Study? 

Th i s  a n a l y s i s  examines a  v a r i e t y  of personal  and fami ly  background f a c t o r s  

f p r  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e ,  and 

ch i ldbea r ing .  The fami ly  background f a c t o r s  i nc lude  such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  

t h e  educa t iona l  l e v e l  of a  t e e n a g e r ' s  mother, t h e  pover ty  s t a t u s  of t h e  t e e n ' s  

f ami ly ,  t h e  number of pa ren t s  a  t een  l i v e d  wi th  when she  was 14, and t h e  e x t e n t  

t o  which a  t een  communicates wi th  h e r  pa ren t s  about pregnancy and cont racep-  

t i o n .  These a r e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  t e e n ' s  p a r e n t s .  

Inc luded  among t h e  personal  background f a c t o r s  a r e  r a c e  and e t h n i c i t y ,  t h e  

teen ' - s  r e l i g i o u s  denominat ion  and a  measure of h e r  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y  , age  of 

t h e  t e e n ,  t h e  age  she  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  h e r  c u r r e n t  major a c t i v i t y ,  whether o r  

n o t  she  has had formal sex educa t ion ,  and when she  reached sexual  m a t u r i t y .  

These f a c t o r s  vary accord ing  t o  whether t h e  t e e n  has  c o n t r o l  o v e r  them (re- 

f l e c t i n g  behaviors  of t h e  t e e n )  o r  they  a r e  even t s  o t  cond i t i ons  t h a t  t h e  t e e n  

cannot a f f e c t  ( r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  t e e n ' s  fami ly  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

t h a t  may have happened t o  h e r ) .  

By examining t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  a t e e n ' s  s exua l  

behavior ,  s e p a r a t e l y  and t o g e t h e r ,  w e  can f i n d  which seem t o  be most impor tan t  

and w e  can i d e n t i f y  which of t h e  o t h e r s  appear t o  be no t  r e l a t e d  a t  a l l .  Dif- 

f e r e n t  t ypes  of f a c t o r s  may c a l l  t o  mind d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of p l a u s i b l e  p o l i c y  

i n t e r v e n t i o n s .  Short-term p lans  may be a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  some f a c t o r s  

such a s  whether a  t een  i s  i n  school o r  working o r  whether she  has  had formal  

s ex  educa t ion .  For o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  l onge r  term p lans  may have t o  be  cons ide red ,  

perhaps even cons ide r ing  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t een  ch i ldbea r ing  by t h e  c u r r e n t  gener-  

a t i o n  of t e e n s  on t h e  next  gene ra t ion  of teens .  Such f a c t o r s  might i n c l u d e  t h e  

pover ty  s t a t u s  of a  fami ly ,  a  mother 's educa t iona l  l e v e l ,  o r  whether a  t e e n  

l i v e s  with one o r  both pa ren t s .  



The s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s tud ied  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  were s e l e c t e d  not  o n l y  

f o r  t h e i r  known r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  teenage behavior  o r  t h e i r  gene ra l  p u b l i c  ih-  

t e r e s t ,  but  a l s o  because they  were t h e  measures a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  NSFG. Another 

u s e f u l  way t o  t h i n k  of t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  t h a t  t hey  s e r v e  a s  p r o x i e s  f o r  

a  v i d e r  v a r i e t y  of cond i t i ons  t h a t  a f f e c t  a  t eenage r ' s  format ive  y e a r s ,  through 

h e r  f ami ly ,  h e r  comnunity, and h e r  own personal  development. Thus, t h e  survey  

provided v e r y  s p e c i f i c  f a c t o r s  t o  s tudy  t h e s e  amre gene ra l  concepts  of i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h i s  s tudy .  

For example, t h e  number of p a r e n t s  a  t een  l i v e d  w i t h  when she  was 14 y e a r s  

o l d  may r e f l e c t  a  v a r i e t y  of cond i t i ons  of her  childhood. I t  i s  a n  impor tan t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  because i t  i n d i c a t e s  something about t h e  stress a c h i l d  may have 

had when h e r  p a r e n t s  s epa ra t ed  o r  i f  she never had a f a t h e r  i n  t h e  home a t  a l l .  

It may r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  that c h i l d r e n  i n  s i n g l e p a r e n t  f a m i l i e s  tend t o  have 

l e s s  involvement w i th  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  s i n c e  a  very  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of s i n g l e -  

pa ren t  homes a r e  headed by women. I n  combination wi th  t h e  c u r r e n t  income l e v e l  

of t h e  fami ly ,  t h i s  f a c t o r  may i n d i c a t e  something about  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  involve-  

ment of  t h e  f a t h e r .  S ince  f a t h e r s  who a r e  providing f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  f o r  

t h e i r  absen t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l s o  thought t o  be more l i k e l y  t o  be emot iona l ly  in-  

volved wi th  them (and v i c e  v e r s a ) ,  t h e  absence of s f a t h e r  may i n d i c a t e  l e s s  

p a r e n t a l  involvement on h i s  p a r t  a s  well a s  l e s s  t o t a l  p a r e n t a l  supe rv i s ion .  

These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  have imp l i ca t ions  f o r  pub l i c  p o l i c y  development i n  

t h e  a r e a  of teenage  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  con t r acep t ion ,  and ch i ldbea r ing .  ~ h i n k i h ~  

of each  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s tud ied  i n  t h i s  more d e t a i l e d  manner p r e s e n t s  a  

wider  con tex t  i f  po l i cy  op t ions  a r e  considered. D i f f e r e n t  approaches may be 

a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r i s k  groups and f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of t h e  problem. 

The r e p o r t  i d e n t i f i e s  t hose  genera l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t e e n s  that a r e  a s s o c i -  

a t e d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h igh  r i s k s  of .being sexua l ly  a c t i v e ,  of no t  u s ing  
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contracept ives ,  or of becoming parents.  In addi t ion ,  there are  some common 

themes through most of the s tages  of teen sexual a c t i v i t y  that  are  a l s o  

d iscussed.  
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The fo l lowing  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  p re sen t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  . 
u s i n g  t h e  NSFG d a t a  on teenage g i r l s .  Included i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  t h e  f a m i l y  

background, pe r sona l ,  geographic,  and sex- re la ted  behaviora l  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  

wi th  teenage  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  con t r acep t ive  use,  and ch i ldbea r ing .  For each of 

t h e s e  t h r e e  behaviors ,  i n f  o r m t i o n  on t h e  simple r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  be- 

hav io r  and t h e  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s  i s  presented i n  t a b l e s  i n  appendix B. 

A more c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  can *show s e v e r a l  important  t h i n g s  t h a t  a  s imp le  

examinat ion of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between two v a r i a b l e s  cannot.  I n  a  d e t a i l e d  (mul- 

t i v a r i a t e )  a n a l y s i s ,  f a c t o r s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  examined t o g e t h e r ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  e f -  

f e c t s  of a  s i n g l e  f a c t o r  can be determined a f t e r  t ak ing  i n t o  account  t h e  e f -  

f e c t s  of a l l  t h e  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  g/ 

24/ This  m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  can show s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  from s imple r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between two va r i ab l e s .  F i r s t ,  i t  could show that a v a r i a b l e  that 
appea r s  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  another  i s  a c t u a l l y  n o t ,  because t h e  appa ren t  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  two v a r i a b l e s  being assoc ia ted-  -with a  
t h i r d  ( o r  wi th  a  set of o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s ) .  Such would be t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  
example of t h e  fo l lowing  paragraph i f  t h e  e f f e c t  of r a c e  were no l o n g e r  impor- 
t a n t  once o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  were taken i n t o  account. 

Second, i t  could show t h a t  a v a r i a b l e  t h a t  does n o t  appear  t o  have a  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  a  s imple a n a l y s i s  a c t u a l l y  does. This  would occu r ,  f o r  ex- 
ample, i f  one v a r i a b l e  had an e f f e c t  on t h e  dependent v a r i a b l e  of i n t e r e s t  i n  
each ca t egory  of a  t h i r d  v a r i a b l e ,  but  when t hose  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  combined ( a s  
i n  s imple  a n a l y s i s )  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  does not  show up. 

F i n a l l y ,  m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  can show that t h e  apparent  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between two v a r i a b l e s  shown i n  s impler  a n a l y s i s  i s  not  much changed by 
c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  That is, tho two variable8 tunain 8 i t h e t  
r e l a t e d  o r  u n r e l a t e d ,  as ind ica t ed .  



A s  an example, cons ider  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between race  and teenage sexual  

a c t i v i t y .  When examined a lone ,  race appears t o  have a  ,s trong r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  

being sexua l ly  a c t i v e .  However, how can w e  be sure  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  

not  due t o  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  such a s  the  much higher share  of b lack  t eens  l i v i n g  

i n  poorer ,  s ingle-parent  f ami l i e s?  By independently t ak ing  account of t h e  e f -  

f e c t s  of income and l i v i n g  arrangements ( a s  well a s  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  v a r i a b l e s ) ,  

o r  "contro l l ing"  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of these  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  we can i d e n t i f y  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with race. I n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  analyses  presented i n  t h i s  

r e p o r t ,  t h e  unique con t r ibu t ions  of each v a r i a b l e  a r e  s tudied ,  taking account 

of t h e  e f f e c t s  of a l l  t h e  o the r  va r i ab les  being analyzed. 

The r e s u l t s  of the  d e t a i l e d  analyses a r e  presented i n  the  main t e x t  f o r  

a l l  t eens ,  white and black teens ,  251 and younger and o l d e r  teens .  221 Only 

those  f a c t o r s  determined by t h e  a n a l y s i s  t o  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  271 

were included i n  t h e  main t e x t .  281 Other f a c t o r s  included i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

( c i t e d  .at. t h e  bottom of each t a b l e )  but not  found t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e  ex- 

cluded from t h e s e  t ab les .  

251 The sample s i z e  was not s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  permit t h i s  type  of 
a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  Hispanic population. 

261 More d e t a i l e d  information on the  methods and - x e s u l t s  of t h e s e  
analyses  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  appendix C. 

271 Differences  between groups i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
such only  i f  they were " s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ignif icant ."  The estimates a r e  based on 
a  sample, which forms only a  small por t ion  of the total adolescent  populat ion.  
Dif ferences  o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  " r t a t i s t i c a l l y  r ign i f i can t "  when t h e  observed 
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t h a t  it is  highly l i k e l y  t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  t o t a l  
adolescent  population ( o r  the  p a r t i c u l a r  group being m i n e d )  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
t h e  sample. I f  d i f f e rences  between groups o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between v a r i a b l e s  
a r e  not  Large enough t o  be s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  they a r e  not  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  the  r epor t .  

281 The t a b l e s  i n  appendix B show the  simple r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with a l l  t h e  
f a c t o r s .  



While t h i s  s e c t i o n  only  p r e s e n t s  t h e  f ind ings  from t h e  d a t a ,  t h e  d i scus -  

s i o n  i n  chap te r  5 syn thes i zes  t hese  f ind ings  and examines some of t h e  under- 

l y i n g  themes. 

A. Teenage Sexual A c t i v i t y  

The NSFG d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  no t  a l l  teenage women have t h e  same 1 i k e l  ihood 

of be ing  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  Young women from d i f f e r e n t  backgrounds, w i t h  d i f f e r -  

e n t  personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  o r  l i v i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  types  of environments seem 

t o  behave d i f f e r e n t l y .  Table B-1 shows simple r e l a t i o n s h i p s  291 between se- 

lectedcharacteristicsand t e e n a g e s e x u a l a c t i v i t y .  30/ T h e d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  3 1 /  

i s  d i scussed  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  subsec t ions .  

1. A l l  Teens 

The combined e f f e c t s  of t h e  fami ly  background, pe r sona l ,  and geographic  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were examined f i r s t  among a l l  teens .  The f i n d i n g s  showed 47 

pe rcen t  of a l l  t e e n s  aged 15 t o  19 had e v e r  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e .  Teens were 

2 9 /  The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  s imple i n  t h a t  each c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  examined 
i n d i v i d u a l l y ;  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  not  accounted f o r  i n  de te rmining  whether a  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  between each v a r i a b l e  and t h e  
pe rcen t  of t e e n s  who have had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e .  

30/ Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h e  National  Survey of Family Growth does no t  p rov ide  
in fo rma t ion  about  teenagers '  o r  t h e i r  pa ren t s '  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t e e n ' s  academic 
performance, se l f -conf idence ,  perceived a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own l i v e s ,  o r  
a t t i t u d e s  about  e a r l y  sexual  a c t i v i t y .  These f a c t o r s  have a l s o  been i d e n t i f i e d  
as impor tan t  i n  determining e a r l y  sexual  a c t i v i t y .  

31/ I n  o r d e r  t o  determine t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  f ami ly  background and 
pe r sona l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a t e e n  i s  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  a  
t ype  of m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  c a l l e d  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  was used. Th i s  method 
i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  e f f e c t s  of a  set of independent v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  
v a r i a b l e  i n d i c a t i n g  whether a t een  i s  o r  i s  not  s exua l ly  a c t i v e .  See appendix 
C f o r  a  t e c h n i c a l  d i scuss ion  of t h i s  method and t h e  approach used t o  d e r i v e  t h e  
t a b l e s .  



more l i k e l y ,  t o  be sexual - a c t i v i t y  i f  t h e i r  mothers had l e s s  educat ion ,  t h e i x  

f a m i l i e s  were poor, they l ived  with one parent a t  age 14, they communicated 

more wi th  t h e i r  parents ,  they were black,  they were not  Cathol ic ,  they  were 

less committed i n  t e n n s a f  r e l i g i o u s  p rac t i ce ,  they were working, they s t a r t e d  

d a t i n g  a t  younger ages,  and they l ived  i n  t h e  south o r  west. 

a .  Family background. Two f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  genera l ly  a s soc ia ted  wi th  

t h e  s o c i a l  and economic background of a  family a r e  t h e  pa ren t s '  educa t iona l  

a t ta inment  and t h e i r  income l eve l .  321 Because r high s b r e  of pa ren t ing  t e e n s  

l i v e  wi th  t h e i r  mothers only,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  uses educational  a t ta inment  of t h e  

t e e n ' s  mother. The income t o  needs r a t i o  measures a  f ami ly ' s  income i n  compar- 

i son t o  t h e  poverty l e v e l  331 f o r  a  family of the  same s i z e  and composition; 

i f  a  f ami ly ' s  income i s  exac t ly  equal t o  the  poverty threshold ,  t h e  income t o  

needs r a t i o  w i l l  be 1.00. I f  family income is twice t h e  poverty th resho ld ,  t h e  

r a t i o  w i l l  be 2.00, e t c .  

One way t o  see t h e  combined e f f e c t s  of the  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  is t o  see 

what t h e  es t imated  e f f e c t  of a  change i n  a  s p e c i f i c  v a r i a b l e  would be, i f  none 

of t h e  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  changed a t  the  time; t a b l e  1 provides some examples 

of e s t ima tes  of  these  e f f e c t s  f o r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  

z/ The education of t h e  t een ' s  mother i s  a more s t a b l e  measure of t h i s ,  
because, wi th  very few exceptions,  t h a t  wan a f i r e d  f a c t o r  a t  a  much e a r l i e r  
time i n  t h e  t e e n ' s  l i f e .  Dif ferent  measures of family income l e v e l  can change 
from one y e a r  t o  t h e  next ,  and t h e  measure of income a v a i l a b l e  h e r e  ( r e l a t i n g  
family  inc-e t o  a  poverty threshold)  is s c u s u k d  f o r  the year  be fo re  t h e  
survey. T h i s  f a c t o r  may o r  may not have been t h e  through much of t h e  
t e e n ' s  format ive  years .  Thus, i t  may o r  may not  be r e l a t e d  t o  whether o r  no t  a  
teen  has e v e r  been s e s u a l l y  ac t ive .  

331 The o f f i c i a l  poverty thresholds  a r e  developed by t h e  Bureau of t h e  
Census. They i n d i c a t e  the  maximum income l e v e l s  considered t o  r e f l e c t  poverty 
f o r  f a m i l i e s  of d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  and compositions. I f  t h e  poverty threshold  i s  
considered a s  an i n d i c a t o r  of a  minimum l e v e l  of need, a f ami ly ' s  income can be 
d iv ided by i t s  threshold  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t s  "income t o  needs r a t i o , "  a s  an 
i n d i c a t o r  of i t s  l e v e l  of well-being r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  fami l ies .  



TABLE 1. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated Relative Effects of 
Differences in Characteristics a_/ on the Likelihood That a Teen 

Will be Sexually Active, For All Teens 

Characteristic b_/ 
Estimated percent of teens who are 

sexually active =/ g/ 

All teens 

Family background 

 other's education 
8 years 
High school 
College 

Income to needs ratio 
.50 

1.00 
2.00 
3.00 

Living arrangements at 
age 14 

One parent 
Both parents 

Comunication with parents 
None 
Some 
More 

Personal characteristics 

Race/ethnici ty 
White 
Black 
Hispanic 

Religious denomination 
Catholic 
Not Catholic 

Degree of religious comitment 
More 
Less 

(Table continued on following page.) 



TABLE 1. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated Relative Effects of 
Differences in Characteristics e_/ on the Likelihood That a Teen 

Will be Sexually Active, For All Teens--Continued 

Characteristic b_l 
Estimated percent of teens who are 

- sexually active c/ 

Hajor activity 
In school 
Working 
Other 

Age started dating 
12 

Geographic factors 

Region 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

Footnotes on following page. 



a_/ Fac to r s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  were: 
mother ' s  educa t ion ,  income t o  needs r a t i o ,  l i v i n g  arrangements  a t  age  14,  
comnunication wi th  p a r e n t s ,  r a c e l e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, degree  of 
r e l i g i o u s  commitment, formal sex educa t ion ,  major a c t i v i t y ,  r e g i o n ,  and 
u r b a d r u r a l  . 

b,/ Explanat ion of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  
-- other's educat ion:  Educat ional  a t ta inment  of t h e  mother of t h e  

t eenage r  . 
--Income t o  needs r a t i o :  Rat io  of family income i n  y e a r  preceding  t h e  

survey  t o  o f f i c i a l  poverty th re sho ld  f o r  a fami ly  of  t h a t  s i z e  and 
compositions.  

--Living arrangements a t  age 14: N u m b e r  o f ' p a r e n t s  t eenage r  l i v e d  
w i t h  when she  was 14. 

--Degree of r e 1  ig ious  commitment: Teenager des igna ted  "more" i f  she  
r e p o r t s  a t t e n d i n g  church a t  least once a month o r ,  i f  C a t h o l i c ,  i f  
she  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v i n g  communion a t  least once a month. 

--Connrmnication wi th  parents :  Based on t eenage r s  r e p o r t  of whether  
she  has t a l k e d  with e i t h e r  o r  both of h e r  p a r e n t s  about  how 
pregnancy occurs  o r  about methods of b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  I f  n e i t h e r ,  
t e e n  i s  des igna ted   one;" i f  one o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  t e e n  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  
"some. , II i f  both, t een  i s  des igna ted  "More." 

--Sex educa t ion:  Same a s  "colllaunication wi th  parents , "  excep t  r e f e r s  
t o  formal i n s t r u c t i o n  on how pregnancy occurs  and methods of  b i r t h  
c o n t r o l .  

--Major a c t i v i t y :  Current  major a c t i v i t y  of  teenager .  
--Age a t  mcnarche: Age a t  which teenager  has  f i r s t  monthly per iod .  

d Figures  shown a r e  examples only  t o  i n d i c a t e  r e l a t i v e  e f f e c t s  of  
changes i n  v a l u e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  shown on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a t e e n  aged 
15-19 w i l l  be  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  They do not  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t e e n  w i t h  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  shown a c t u a l l y  has  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  rhown. See t e x t  and 
appendix C. 

d_/ Because t h e  es t imated  percentages a r e  based on sample o b s e r v a t i o n s  
r a t h e r  than  obse rva t ion  of t h e  t o t a l  popula t ion  of t eenage r s ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h e  same a s  what would b e  observed i n  t h e  
popula t ion .  However, s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  most c a s e s  a 
r ea sonab le  range  around t h e  es t imated  va lues  ( r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of 
sampling e r r o r  t o  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n )  would be only a few percentage  p o i n t s .  A l l  
t h e  va lues  shown f o r  each  v a r i a b l e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from one 
ano the r .  



a n a l y s i s .  (Although only a  simple number i s  shown f o r  each e s t i m a t e ,  because 

they  a r e  based on only a  sample, a l l  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  some u n c e r t a i n t y . )  

The t a b l e  shows t h e  es t imated  ind iv idua l  e f f e c t s  of t h e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f a c t o r s  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  an  o therwise  average  t e e n  341 i s  s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e .  I t  shows, f o r  example, that a  t een  who i s  average  on a l l  o t h e r  char -  

a c t e r i s t i c s  bu t  l i v e d  wi th  only  one parent  would have an es t ima ted  57 pe rcen t  

l i k e l i h o o d  of  being sexua l ly  a c t i v e ,  compared t o  a n  e s t ima ted  42 pe rcen t  l i k e -  

l i hood  f o r  a n  o the rwi se  average t e e n  who l i v e d .  w i t h  bo th  pa ren t s .  Th i s  com- 

p a r i s o n  shows t h e  e f f e c t s  of d i f f e r e n c e s  among t e e n s  based on t h e i r  l i v i n g  

arrangements  a lone .  That l i v i n g  wi th  both p a r e n t s  i s  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s  ( such  a s  h ighe r  income and having mothers wi th  more educa t ion )  i s  

t aken  account  of t o  y i e l d  t h i s  comparison, which s e p a r a t e s  out  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

l i v i n g  arrangements  from a11 t h e s e  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s .  

A number of o t h e r  background f a c t o r s  appear  t o  make a  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  young woman aged 15 t o  19  w i l l  b e  s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e .  Teens whose mothers have less educa t ion  o r  whore f a m i l i e s  have ve ry  

low income t o  needs r a t i o s  a r e  cons iderably  more l i k e l y  t o  be  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  

And t e e n s  who communicate more with t h e i r  pa ren t s  a r e  somewhat more l i k e l y  t o  

be s e x u a l l y  than  those  who do not.  351 

34/ Because t h e  s p e c i f i c  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  based on a sample r a t h e r  than  
measured f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  teenage popula t ion ,  t h e r e  i s  some r . a r i a b i  li t y  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  them. D i f f e r e n t  sampler (of  t h e  same size and d e s i g n )  would 
produce s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  e s t ima te s ,  merely because they  would i n c l u d e  
d i f f e r e n t  members of t h e  populat ion.  Ranges can be c a l c u l a t e d  t o  provide  an 
e s t i m a t e  of  t h e  range of v a r i a b i l i t y  around t h e s e  es t imates .  ( s e e  f o o t n o t e  d_/ 
of t a b l e  1 f o r  f u r t h e r  explana t ion . )  

351 This  r e l a t i o n s h i p  rhould be i n t e r p r e t e d  wi th  g r e a t  c a u t i o n ,  r i n c e  i t  
may be t h a t  t e e n s  who a r e  s exua l ly  a c t i v e  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  collmunicate wi th  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  about  t h e s e  t o p i c s ;  it i s  not  c l e a r  from t h e s e  d a t a  whether 
c o m u n i c a t i o n  l e a d s  t o  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  whether t h e  r e v e r s e  i s  t h e  case .  



b. Personal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Personal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  a l s o  

c l o s e l y  a s soc ia ted  with the  estimated l ike l ihood  t h a t  a teen i s  sexua l ly  

a c t i v e .  An otherwise average teen who i s  black i s  one-third more l i k e l y  t o  be 

sexua l ly  a c t i v e  than a s i m i l a r  white teen. Delays i n  da t ing  a r e  very  impor- 

t a n t ;  a teen  who s t a r t e d  da t ing  a t  age 12 would be nea r ly  two and a ha l f  t imes 

a s  l i k e l y  t o  be sexual ly  a c t i v e  a s  a teen'wfio s t a r t e d  a t  age 16. Compared t o  a 

teen  who i s  working, an average teen i n  school i s  less l i k e l y  t o  be ac- 

t i v e .  %/ The degree of r e l i g i o u s  commitment i s  more of a f a c t o r  i n  determin- 

ing  t h e  chance a teen  w i l l  be sexually a c t i v e  than i s  r e l i g i o u s  denomination. 

c .  Geographic f ac to r s .  F ina l ly ,  t eens  from the  nor theas t ,  even a f t e r  

a l l  o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s  a r e  considered,  a r e  l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  be sexua l ly  a c t i v e  than teens  frmn o the r  p a r t s  of t h e  country. Teens 

who l i v e  i n  the  south and the  v e s t  a r e  nea r ly  90 percent  more l i k e l y  t o  be sex- 

u a l l y  a c t i v e  than teens  i n  the  nor theas t .  

2. BY Race 

When whites and blacks a r e  examined separa te ly ,  not  a l l  f a c t o r s  a r e  as-  

soc ia ted  with teen sexual a c t i v i t y  f o r  both groups. Among white female t e e n s  

aged 15 t o  19, 44 percent  were sexual ly  a c t i v e ,  compared t o  59 percent  of 

b lack  teens .  The genera l  f ind ings  discussed i n  t h e  preceding s e c t i o n  should 

a l s o  be found among the  white population, simply because of those  f i n d i n g s  

r e f l e c t  a much g r e a t e r  share  of whites i n  t h e  populat ion than blacks. 3 1  A s  

361 Although t h i s  v a r i a b l e  inc ludes  a category f o r  n e i t h e r  working nor  
being i n  school ,  t h i s  category i s  not c lose ly  examined i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  because 
i n  most cases ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  teens  who a r e  keeping house o r  on mate rn i ty  leave.  

371 Because white teens form t h e  major i ty  of a l l  t eens ,  they g r e a t l y  
in f luence  t h e  o v e r a l l  es t imates  of the  a r r o c i a t i o n s  between these  f a c t o r s  and 
teen  sexual behavior i n  t h i s  and the  following sec t ions .  According t o  e s t i -  
metes from t h i s  sample, 73.2 percent of teens  a r e  white, non-Hispanic; t h i s  
f i g u r e  i s  wi th in  one percentage point  of cu r ren t  e s t ima tes  by t h e  Bureau of t h e  
Census. 



t a b l e  2 =/ shows, t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between family and personal  b a c k  

ground f a c t o r s  were found among whites a s  i n  the  t o t a l  populat ion.  (Table 2,  

and subsequent t e x t  t a b l e s  present ing  the  r e s u l t s  of d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s ,  a r e  

s i m i l a r  t o  t a b l e  1, showing the  unique e f f e c t s  of having d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s -  

t i c s  on t h e  l ike l ihood  t h a t  a  teen w i l l  be sexua l ly  ac t ive . )  

Among blacks,  however, so* d i f fe rences  appeared. While most family  back- 

ground c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  operated i n  the same manner, t h e  income t o  needs r a t i o  

d id  not  appear t o  be important f o r  iden t i fy ing  black t eens  more l i k e l y  t o  be 

sexua l ly  a c t i v e .  Black Cathol ics  d id  not  appear t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less 

l i k e l y  than non-Catholics t o  be sexual ly  a c t i v e ,  a s  was t h e  case with whi te  

Catholics .  The major a c t i v i t y  a  young woman was involved i n  a l s o  was not  an 

important f a c t o r  among blacks. 

The f a c t o r s  that were important d id  not  a f f e c t  whites and blacks t o  t h e  

same degree. For the  most p a r t ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  that a f f e c t e d  both b lacks  and- 

whites seemed t o  have a t  l e a s t  a s  g r e a t  and somatiaes a  auch g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  on 

t h e  black t eens  a s  on the  whites,  a s  t a b l e  2 shows. For example, f o r  a  whi te  

t een ,  having a mother who completed co l l ege  (compared t o  one who had only  com- 

p le ted  8 years  of school)  reduced t h e  l ike l ihood of being sexua l ly  a c t i v e  by 15 

percentage points .  But among black teens  t h a t  d i f f e rence  reduced the  l i k e l i -  

hood by 39 percentage points .  S ta ted  another  way, having a less educated 

mother c a r r i e d  a much mare negat ive  e f f e c t  f o r  the black t e e n s  than it d i d  f o r  

t h e  white teens.  

381 A s  ind ica ted  f o r  t a b l e  1, these  es t imates  a r e  sub jec t  t o  sampling 
v a r i a b i l i t y .  The es t ima tes  f o r  t h i s  and subsequent t a b l e s  should be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  with t h e  understanding t h a t  they reprerant  a point  es t imated  a s  t h e  
beat  e s t ima te  of t h e  t r u e  value within a l i k e l y  range. 



TABLE 2 .  SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated R e l a t i v e  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on t h e  Likel ihood t h a t  a  Teen W i l l  be Sexual ly  Act ive ,  

by Race of Teen 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  
s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  k/ by r a c e  of t een  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  White Black 

A l l  t e e n s  

Family background 

 other's educa t ion  
8 y e a r s  
High school  
Col lege  

I n c o w  t o  needs t o  r a t i o  
050 

1.00 
2.00 
3.00 

Liv ing  arrangements  a t  
age  14 

One 
Both p a r e n t s  

Comunica t ion  wi th  
p a r e n t s  

None 
Some 
More 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Re l ig ious  denomination 
C a t h o l i c  ' 

Not Ca tho l i c  

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  
commitment 

More 
Less 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 2.  SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated Rela t ive  Ef fec t s  of Differences i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a /  - on the  Likelihood t h a t  a  Teen W i l l  be Sexually Active,  

by Race of Teen--Con t i nued 

Estimated percent of teens who a r e  
sexual ly  a c t i v e ,  b/ by race of teen 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  White Black 

Age s t a r t e d  dat ing 
12 

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Northeast 
North Centra l  
South 
West 

a_/ Factors  con t ro l l ed  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  regress ion a n a l y s i s  w r e :  
mother's education, income t o  needs r a t i o ,  l i v i n g  arrangements a t  age 14,  
comaunicat ion wi th  parents ,  r a c e l e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denominat ion, degree of 
r e l i g i o u s  commitment, formal sex education, major a c t i v i t y ,  region,  and urban/ 
r u r a l .  

b_/ Figures shown a r e  examples only t o  i n d i c a t e  r e l a t i v e  e f f e c t s  of 
changes i n  values  f o r  the  va r iab les  shown on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  t een  aged 
15-19 w i l l  be sexual ly  ac t ive .  They do not ind ica te  t h a t  a  teen wi th  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  shown a c t u a l l y  has t h e  p robab i l i ty  shown. See t e x t  and 
appendix C. 

(See explanation of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  footnote b_/-on'-table 1.) 



The same wide d i f fe rence  in  response t o  background d i f f e r e n c e s  showed u p  

f o r  teens  from d i f f e r e n t  types of f ami l i e s .  For black t eens ,  coming from a 

one-parent family ins tead  of a two-parent family had much g r e a t e r  consequences 

i n  terms of g r e a t e r  likeliho(od of sexual a c t i v i t y  than was t h e  case  f o r  whi te  

t e e n s  (28  percentage point  inc rease  f o r  blacks,  n ine  po in t s  f o r  whi t e s ) .  These 

d i f f e r e n c e s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  and economic background charac te r -  

i s t i c s  m y  be mote s t rong ly  associa ted  wi th  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  behavior i n  t h e  

b lack than i n  t h e  white population. 

3. By Age G r o u ~  

The s i z e  of t h e  e f f e c t  of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s  does not  seem t o  va ry  much 

wi th  t h e  age of t h e  t een ,  a s  t a b l e  3 shows. Among female t eens  age 15 t o  1 7 ,  

32 percent  were sexual ly  a c t i v e ,  compared t o  64 percent  of 18 and 19 year-olds. 

For most s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s ,  d i f f e rences  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a f f e c t  t h e  

l ike l ihood  of being sexual ly  a c t i v e  by about t h e  same number of percentage 

po in t s  f o r  both younger and o lde r  teens. However, coming from a one-parent 

fami ly  a s  con t ras t ed  t o  a two-parent family inc reases  t h e  l ike l ihood  t h a t  a 

t een  i s  sexual ly  a c t i v e  about twice a s  much f o r  younger a s  f o r  o l d e r  t eens .  

Race does not  appear a s  important a f a c t o r  i n  determining sexual  a c t i v i t y  

among younger teens  a s  i t  i s  among o lde r  t eens  when o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  a l s o  con- 

s idered .  This may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  younger ages, o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  con- 

s ide red  here  p lay  a r e l a t i v e l y  more important r o l e ,  whereas a t  o l d e r  ages,  r a c e  

and poss ib ly  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  that a r e  not considered h e r e  but a r e  c l o s e l y  a s soc i -  

a t ed  wi th  r ace  a r e  more important. 391 The income t o  needs r a t i o  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

391 Examples of o the r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may be important and assoc ia ted  wi th  
r ace  but a r e  not  considered here might inc lude  academic perforunnce and 
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  occupational  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and peer group a t t i t u d e s  and behavior. 



among younger but not o lder  teens i n  terms of t h e i r  Likelihood of being sedu- 

a l l y  a c t i v e .  
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TABLE 3. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated R e l a t i v e  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  4 on t h e  Likel ihood That a  Teen W i l l  Be Sexual ly  Ac t ive ,  

by Age of Teen 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  
s exua l ly  a c t i v e ,  jl/ b y  age of t e e n  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

A l l  t e e n s  

Fami ly background 

Mother 's educa t ion  
8 y e a r s  
High school  
Col lege  

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
.50 

1.00 
2.00 
3.00 

Liv ing  arrangements  a t  age 14 
One parent  
Both p a r e n t s  

Communication wi th  pa ren t s  
None 
Some 
Wore 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

R a c e / e t h n i c i t y  
White 
Black 
Other  

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  comnitment 
More 
Less  

Hajor  a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

-- 

(Table cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 3. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Estimated R e l a t i v e  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on t h e  Likel ihood That a  Teen W i l l  Be Sexual ly  Ac t ive ,  

by Age of Teen--Continued 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  
s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  k/ by age  of t e e n  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
12 
14 
16 

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Nartheas t 
North C e n t r a l  
South 
West 

a_/ F a c t o r s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  were: 
mother ' s  educa t ion;  income t o  needs r a t i o ,  Living arrangements  a t  age  14~,  
comnunication wi th  p a r e n t s ,  r a c e / e t h a i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, degree  of 
r e l i g i o u s  c o m i t m e n t ,  fonnal  sex educa t ion ,  major a c t i v i t y ,  r eg ion ,  and urban/  
r u r a  1. 

b_/ Figures  shown a r e  examples only  t o  i n d i c a t e  r e l a t i v e  e f f e c t s  of 
changes i n  v a l u e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  shown on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  t e e n  aged 
15-19 w i l l  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  They do not  i n d i c a t e  that a t een  w i t h  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  shown a c t u a l l y  has t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  shown. See t e x t  and 
appendix C. 

(See  exp lana t ion  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  foo tno te s  on t a b l e  1.) 

0 .  A R ~  a t  F i r s t  Sex 

The previous  s e c t i o n  examined whether o r  no t  t eens  have eve r  had sexua l  

i n t e r c o u r s e ;  t h i s  in format ion  does not  exp la in  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t e e n s  who 

begin sexual  a c t i v i t y  a t  d i f f e r e n t  ages.  Indeed, by combining t e e n s  of d i f -  

f e r e n t  ages ,  t h a t  a n a l y s i s  may be somewhat confusing f o r  it does no t  euggest  

how o ld  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t eens  were when they began s u u l  a c t i v i t y .  Th i s  s e c t i o n  



examines t h e  ages  a t  which t e e n s  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f i r s t  had sex- 

u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  Unlike t h e  previous s e c t i o n ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  can only examine 

d i f f e r e n c e s  among t eens  who a r e  a l r eady  sexua l ly  a c t i v e .  Date on t h e  s imple ,  

uncon t ro l l ed  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  background f a c t o r s  and age a t  f i r s t  s ex  

a r e  p re sen ted  i n  appendix t a b l e  B-2. - 
Even when t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  considered j o i n t l y ,  they  remain impor tan t  i n  

de te rmining  t h e  age when a  t een  f i r s t  had sex. 401 Again, t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c a l  

ana lyses  were conducted f o r  a l l  t e e n s  combined; for '  younger and o l d e r  t e e n s ;  

and f o r  whi te  and b lack  teens.  411 

The combined f i n d i n g s  from t h e  preceding s e c t i o n  on teenage  sexua l  a c t i v -  

i t y  and those  presented  below suggest  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  fami ly  and pe r sona l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n  determining whether o r  n o t  a  t e e n  en- 

gages i n  sexual  a c t i v i t y .  Among s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 

t h e  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and t h e  age a  t e e n  f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

a r e  a l s o  impor tan t ,  but  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may be s l i g h t l y  

less. 

1. A l l  Teens 

O v e r a l l ,  female t e e n s  aged 15 t o  19 f i r s t  had sex a t  an average  age  of 15 

and a  h a l f .  When a l l  t e ens  a r e  examined toge the r  a s  a  group, t h e  importance of 

many of t h e  v a r i a b l e s  f o r  exp la in ing  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  age  a t  f i r s t  s e x  i s  masked. 

Th i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t  l i k e l y  occurs  because t h e  background f a c t o r s  a r e  re -  

l a t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  age  groups and r ace  and e t h n i c  groups i n  ways t h a t  va ry  

401 This  a n a l y s i s  of age a t  f i r s t  sex used a method c a l l e d  o r d i n a r y  least 
squa res  r e g r e s s i o n  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of each of t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  
age  when a t e e n  f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r cour se .  Only t e e n s  who had eve r  had sex  
were included i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  See appendix C f o r  a  t e c h n i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of 
t h i r  method and t h e  approach ured t o  conrcruc t  t h e  t a b l e r .  

421 For s i m p l i c i t y  of p re sen ta t ion ,  t h e  t a b l e  is presented  on ly  f o r  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  by age group. 



w i t h i n  each  group. Overa l l ,  t he  a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  t he  most important  f a c t o r s  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  younger age a t  f i r s t  i n t e r c o u r s e  amor. j s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s  

a r e  beginning d a t i n g  a t  younger ages,  l i v i n g  wi th  oniy one pa ren t  a t  age  14,  

be ing  b l ack  o r  Hispanic,  having reached sexual  matur - ty  a t  a  young age ,  l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  west o r  t h e  south ,  not  having had some formal s ex  educa t ion  about  preg- 

nancy o r  c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  421 and lower degrees of r e l i g i o u s  commitment. 

2. BY Race 

When wh i t e  and b l ack  t e e n s  were s tud ied  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h e  importance of sev- 

e r a l  of t h e  f a c t o r s  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  reduced. This  r e s u l t  might i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  (but  not  accounted f o r  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s )  

w i th  e i t h e r  wh i t e s  o r  b lacks  may be more important  i n  de te rmining  age  a t  f i r s t  

sex  than  t h e  f a c t o r s  examined i n  t h i s  study. Thus, on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  f a c t o r s  

s t u d i e d ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  among members w i t h i n  each  of t h e s e  groups a r e  n o t  so  

ev.ident. Neve r the l e s s ,  some f a c t o r s  remained important  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  

who a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  begin sexual  a c t i v i t y  a t  earlier ages.  

On ave rage ,  whi te  t eens  f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  about  age  15.7, 

compared t o  age  15.1 among blacks.  Among whi te  t eens ,  t h o s e  l i v i n g  wi th  one 

pa ren t  on ly  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have begun sexual  a c t i v i t y  about  f o u r t e n t h s  of a  

yea r  e a r l i e r  than  t h e i r  peers  l i v i n g  wi th  both pa ren t s ,  bu t  t h i s  f a c t o r  w a s  n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t  among b lack  teens .  

Personal  background f a c t o r s  were important  f o r  both b l acks  and wh i t e s .  

Each y e a r ' s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  beginning d a t i n g  war a s s o c i a t e d  wi th-about  a t h i r d  of  

421 A s  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t a l  communication f a c t o r  above, t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
must be i n t e r p r e t e d  with cau t ion .  I t  is  not  c l e a r  from t h e s e  d a t a  whether 
t e e n s  who have had sex educa t ion  be fo re  some s p e c i f i c  age  a r e  more o r  l e s s  
l i k e l y  t o  be a c t i v e  i n  cornpariron t o  t h e i r  peerm. Teens i n  t h e  runple  who 
repor t ed  both  t h a t  t hey  have had s e x  educa t ion  and t h a t  they  a r e  sexua.lly 
a c t i v e  may have had t h e  educa t ion  e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .  Thus, 
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f )  between t h e s e  two v a r i a b l e s  i s  
somewhat tenuous . 



s de lay  i n  age a t  f i r s t  sex f o r  both whi te  and b l ack  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  

t eens .  Black t e e n s  who were i n  school were l i k e l y  t o  have f i r s t  had sex  l a t e r  

than  e i t h e r  t hose  who were working o r  those  engaged i n  some o t h e r  major a c t i v -  

i t y ,  but  t h i s  f a c t o r  was not  s i g n i f i c a n t  among whi te  t eens .  White t e e n s  Liv ing  

i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  (bu t  no t  b l acks )  were l i k e l y  t o  have f i r s t  had sex  a t  l a t e r  

ages  than  t h e i r  pee r s  l i v i n g  i n  tho, south  o r  t h e  west. Black, bu t  n o t  wh i t e ,  

t e e n s  who i n d i c a t e d  g r e a t e r  degrees of r e l i g i o u s  commitment were l i k e l y  t o  have 

f i r s t  had sex a t  somewhat later ages.  F i n a l l y ,  i n  bo th  r a c e  groups,  t e e n s  who 

reached sexual  m a t u r i t y  e a r l i e r  tended t o  begin sexual  a c t i v i t y  e a r l i e r .  

3. By Age Group 

Not a l l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  important  f o r  o l d e r  t e e n s  i n  de te rmining  t h e  age  

a t e e n  f i r s t  has  i n t e r c o u r s e  a r e  important f o r  younger teens .  Table 4 shows 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of background v a r i a b l e s  (shown i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  t o  be a s s o c i -  

a t e d  wi th  age  a t  f i r s t  sex  f o r  s e i u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s )  t o  age  a t  f i r s t  sex  i n  

t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  age groups. The f i g u r e s  shown i n  t h i s  t a b l e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

e s t ima ted  mean age a t  f i r s t  sex f o r  teen8 wi th  s p e c i f i e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

These e s t i m a t e s  assume t h e  t e e n s  a r e  average wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  o t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  included i n  t h e  ana lys i s .  A s  wi th  t h e  t a b l e s  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  

t h a t  a t e e n  is s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  t h e s e  e s t ima te s  a r e  of t h e  unique  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

of each  f a c t o r .  For example, cons ide r  two teens who a r e  average  on a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s  accounted f o r  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  but  one l i v e s  wi th  one pa ren t  and 

t h e  o t h e r  w i th  both parents .  Living wi th  both p a r e n t s  a t  age  14, as compared 

t o  on ly  one p a r e n t ,  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  about a t h i r d  of  a y e a r ' s  d e l a y  i n  f i r s t  

sex  among both younger and o l d e r  s exua l ly  a c t i v e  t eens .  

The average age a t  which younger t e e n s  f i r s t  had sex was 14.8, compared t o  

15.9 among o l d e r  teens .  Among younger teens ,  t hose  who l i v e d  w i t h  one pa ren t  



a t  age 1 4 ,  comnunicated l e s s  with t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  a t  an  e a r l i e r  

age ,  were i n  school  r a t h e r  than  working, had no formal sex educa t ion ,  reached 

sexual  m a t u r i t y  e a r l i e r ,  and were Hispanic o r  b lack  were more Like ly  t o  ha\:€ 

f i r s t  had sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  an  e a r l i e r  age. Among o l d e r  t e e n s ,  wi th  t h e  

excep t ion  of t h e  l e v e l  of conmunication wi th  p a r e n t s  and exposure t o  formal  sex  

educa t ion ,  t h e  same f a c t o r s  were important ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  degree  of r e l i g -  

i ous  commitment was a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  when o l d e r  t e e n s  had f i r s t  had sex.  



TABLE 4. AGE AT FIRST SEX: Estimated E f f e c t s  of C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on 
Age a t  F i r s t  Sex Among Sexual ly  Active Teens, 

by Age of Teen 

Estimated age a t  f i r s t  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by age  of t e e n  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  15-1 7 18-1 9 

A l l  t e e n s  

Family background 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
.so 

1.00 
2.00 
3.00 

Liv ing  arrangements  a t  age 14 
One pa ren t  
Two p a r e n t s  

Comnunication wi th  p a r e n t s  
None 
some 
More 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

R a c e / e t h n i c i t y  
White 
Black 
Hispanic 

Degree-of  r e l i g i o u s  conmitment 
More 
Less 

Sex educa t ion  
None 
Some 
More 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

(Table cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 4. AGE AT FIRST SEX: Estimated Effects of Characteristics a_/ on 
Age at First Sex Among Sexually Active Teens, 

by Age of Teen--Continued 

Estimated age at first intercourse, 
by age of teen 

Characteristic -15-17 18-19 

Age started dating 
12 
14 
16 

Age at menarche 
11 
13 
15 

Geographic factors 

Region 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

a_/ Factors controlled for in ordinary least squares regression analysis 
were: mother's education, income to needs ratio, living arrangements at age 
14, communication with parents, race/ethnicity, religious denomination, degree 
of religious comitment, sex education, major activity, age started dating, age 
at menarche, region, and urban/rural. 

(See explanation of characteristics in footnotes on table 1.) 



A f t e r  a  t e e n  dec ides  t o  become sexua l ly  a c t i v e ,  h e r  second d e c i s i o n  p o i n t  

on t h e  p a t h  t o  becoming a  teenage pa ren t  i s  whether o r  no t  t o  u s e  cont racep-  

t i v e s .  The preceding chap te r  showed important r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between pe r sona l  

and fami ly  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and two a s p e c t s  of t e e n  sexual  a c t i v i t y :  

whether o r  no t  a  t e e n  becomes sexua l ly  a c t i v e  and i f  so ,  a t  what age. This  

c h a p t e r  examines whether t h e s e  same f a c t o r s  and a  few a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  

may be a s s o c i a t e d  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  two a s p e c t s  of teenage c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use: 1) 

whether . o r  no t  a  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n  i s  a  c u r r e n t  u s e r  of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  and 

2 )  i f  so ,  whether she  and h e r  p a r t n e r  use  a  medical o r  a non-medical t y p e  of 

con t r acep t ive .  

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t eens  who use  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a r e  less l i k e l y  t o  bear  a  

c h i l d ,  a l t hough  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is  not  a  t o t a l l y  dependable one. Many o t h e r  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  cannot be examined he re  impinge on t h a t  connect ion.  People do no t  

a l l  u s e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  wi th  t h e  same degree  of  c a r e  o r  r e l i a b i l i t y .  I n  addi -  

t i o n ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  sha re  of t e e n s  do no t  use  t h e  more r e l i a b l e  methods of con- 

t r a c e p t i o n ;  t h e s e  methods, c a l l e d  "medical" methods i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  (because  one 

must see a  phys i c i an  t o  o b t a i n  them), a r e  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  p i l l ,  t h e  diaphragm, 

s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  and IUDs. Teens ( a s  wel l  as women of a l l  a g e s )  u s e  t h e  p i l l  

l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  today a s  t h e  primary p re fe r r ed  method of b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  But 

wh i l e  o l d e r  women a r e  t u r n i n g  t o  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  younger women, wanting a t  some 

po in t  t o  r a i s e  a  fami ly ,  appear  t o  be t u r n i n g  t o  l e s s  permanent methods which 



a l s o  have a  r e l a t i v e l y  g r e a t e r  r i s k  of c o n t r a c e ~ t i v e  f a i l u r e .  These non- 

medical  methods inc lude  condoms, rhythm, foam or  j e l l y ,  and withdrawal ,  among 

o t h e r s .  

Appendix t a b l e  8-3 sugges ts  that t h e r e  a r e  l i m i t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t e e n  u s e  

of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  and of medical methods a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the background f a c t o r s  

examined. More d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  suppor ts  t h e  pre l iminary  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  few of 

t h e  fami ly  and personal  background v a r i a b l e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  whether o r  n o t  

a  t e e n  u s e s  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  o r  w i t h  t h e  type  of con t r acep t ives  she  uses .  The 

more impor tan t  f a c t o r s  appear  t o  be those  r e l a t i n g  t o  . sexua l  and medical  . 

behavior .  

However, t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  models used t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 

t h e s e  f a c t o r s  and teenage con t r acep t ive  use  do not  e x p l a i n  enough of t h e  d i f -  

f e r e n c e s  among t eenage r s  t o  be considered a s  providing r e l i a b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of  

what l e a d s  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  con t r acep t ive  use. 43/ This a n a l y s i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

does n o t  provide  much i n s i g h t  i n t o  what l e a d s  some teens t o  u s e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  

and o t h e r s  no t  to .  For t h i s  reason,  on ly  t h e  r e s u l t s  for a11 t e e n s  a r e  d i s -  

cussed he re  (and no t a b l e s  a r e  p re sen ted ) ,  wi th  t h e  unders tanding  t h a t  t h e s e  

f i n d i n g s  a r e  on ly  of gene ra l  use  t o  i n d i c a t e  types  of f a c t o r s  t h a t  might be re-  

l a t e d  t o  t e e n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use. 

A. A l l  Teens 

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  only f a c t o r s  that showed my r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  teenage  use  

of c o n t r a c e p t i o n  were those  r e l a t e d  t o ' a  teenagers  s e n d  a c t i v i t y .  Teens who 

have consu l t ed  w i t h  doc to r s  o r  o t h e r  t r a i n e d  personnel  about  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  

who used con t r acep t ion  t h e  f i r s t  time they  had sexual i n t e r c o u r s e ,  who have 

i n t e r c o u r s e  more f r e q u e n t l y ,  who f i r s t  had i n t e r c o u r s e  st l a t e r  ages ,  o r  who 

have a l r e a d y  had a  baby a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be us ing  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  on a  c u r r e n t  

4 3 /  See appendix t a b l e s  C-3 and C-4 f o r  t he  r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  ana lyses .  



b a s i s .  The fac tors  that seemed assoc iated  with more probable use of  medical 

methods were having consulted medical sources on contraception and more fre-  

quent sexual intercourse .  





Dif fe rences  among t eens  who a c t u a l l y  become p a r e n t s  a r e  t h e  combined re-  

s u l t  of d i f f e r e n c e s  among t e e n s  a t  each of t h e  p r i o r  s t a g e s  of decision-making 

t h a t  l e a d  t o  parenthood: sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  con t r acep t ion ,  and a b o r t i o n .  Thus, 

a l though t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  con t r acep t ive  behavior  of subgroups of s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e  t e e n s  a r e  not  c l e a r ,  because of d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s h a r e s  of t e e n s  who a r e  

s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and who choose vo lun ta ry  a b o r t i o n ,  44/ t h e r e  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  among t e e n s  who become pa ren t s .  

Two ways of examining pa ren t ing  t e e n s  might y i e l d  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t r a i t s  o f  

what groups of t e e n s  a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  be parents .  F i r s t ,  examining a l l  t e e n s  

provides  a  sense  of how t h e  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and d i f f e r e n t  behav io r s  

of t e e n s  Lead t o  observed d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  parenthood i n  t h e  e n t i r e  a d o l e s c e n t  

popula t ion .  Second, examination of on ly  t h e  popula t ion  a c t u a l l y  a t  r i s k  of 

bea r ing  a ch i ld- - tha t  is,  t h e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  populat  ion-provides a  s ense  of  

what d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a m n g  t eens  who a r e  a l l  a l r e a d y  engaging i n  r i sk - t ak ing  be- 

h a v i o r ,  bu t  no t  a l l  of whom w i l l  become parents .  Appendix t a b l e  8-4 shows t h e  

percentages  of t e e n s  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  who a r e  pa ren t s ;  t h e  i n f o r -  

mation i s  provided f o r  younger and o l d e r  t eens  among both popula t ions :  a l l  

t e e n s  and j u s t  t hose  who have had sexual  i n t e r cour se .  

44 /  However, a s  noted e a r l i e r ,  t h e  d a t a  used f o r  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  do n o t  
permit  a n a l y s i s  of a b o r t i o n  because r e p o r t i n g  of pregnancies  te rmina ted  by 
a b o r t i o n  was incomplete  i n  t h e  survey. Comparison wi th  independent r e c o r d s  
showed t h e  survey  r e s u l t s  would s u b s t a n t i a l l y  underes t imate  t h e  number of 
a b o r t i o n e  n a t i o n a l l y .  See appendix A f o r  more d e t a i l .  



A. A l l  Teens 

Table 5 sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  important  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  

who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s  a r e  not  a l l  important when on ly  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  

t e e n s  a r e  examined, According t o  t h e  survey e s t i m a t e s ,  8 percent  of a l l  t e e n s  

aged 15 t o  19 have had a baby, but 18 percent  of s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s  have 

borne a c h i l d .  

Among a l l  t e e n s ,  t hose  whose f a m i l i e s  have low income t o  needs r a t i o s ,  who 

coae from s ingle-parent  f a m i l i e s ,  and who do not  coamunicate w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  

about  pregnancy o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s .  

Among personal  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  most a r e  important .  Black and His- 

panic  t e e n s  a r e  more l i k e l y  than whi te  t eens  t o  be pa ren t s .  Teens who s t a r t e d  

d a t i n g  e a r l y ,  who f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  e a r l y ,  who exper ienced  e a r l y  

phys i ca l  m a t u r i t y ,  who a r e  c u r r e n t l y  marr ied ,  o r  who a r e  engaged i n  some major 

a c t i v i t y  o t h e r  t han  work o r  school  (e.g., homeamking) a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be 

parents .  

But i f  on ly  t h o s e  t e e n s  who a r e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  are s t u d i e d ,  s e v e r a l  fac-  

t o r s  a r e  no t  impor tan t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  &hat they  a r e  more important  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  

t e e n s  who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than  in  subsequent ly  i d e n t i f y i n g  

t h o s e  more l i k e l y  t o  be a parent .  Whether a t e e n  Lived wi th  one o r  bo th  par- 

e n t s ,  when she  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  and when she reached phys i ca l  m a t u r i t y  do no t  

d i s t i n g u i s h  d i f f e r e n t  l i k e l i h o o d s  of parenthood .rang s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  teens .  

The age  a t  which a t een  f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r cour se ,  however, i s  v e r y  impor- 

t a n t ;  t h o s e  who f i r s t  had sex a t  age 12 a r e  e s t i m t e d  p be  n e a r l y  tw ice  a s  

l i k e l y  t o  be a pa ren t  a s  t hose  who f i r s t  had sex a t  age  14. 



TABLE 5. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on Likel ihood t h a t  a  Teenager i s  a  Parent :  

A l l  Teens and Teens Who Have Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e  

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  p a r e n t s  

Teens who have had 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  A l l  t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

A 1  1 t e e n s  8 18 

Family background 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
.50 

1.00 
2.00 
3.00 

Liv ing  arrangements  a t  age 14 
One pa ren t  
Both p a r e n t s  

Communication wi th  pa ren t s  
None 
Some 
More 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

~ a c e f e t h n i c i t y  
White 
B l  a c  k  
Hispanic 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
12 

Age a t  menarche 
11 
13 
15 

(Table cont inued on fo l lowing  p a w . )  



TABLE 5. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  . n -  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on Likel ihood t h a t  a  Teenager i s  a  Parent :  

A 1 1  Teens and Teens Who Have Had Sexual Intercourse--Continued 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  p a r z n t s  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  A l l  t e ens  
Teens who have had 
sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

Uarital s t a t u s  
Never marr ied 
Ever marr ied  

Age a t  f i r s t  sex 
P 2 
14 
16 

Current  age  
15 
17 
19 

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Nor theas t  
North Cen t r a l  
South 
West 

a_/ F a c t o r s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  were: 
mother ' s  educa t ion ,  income t o  needs r a t i o ,  l i v i n g  arrangements  a t  age  14 ,  
comnunication w i t h  p a r e n t s ,  r a c e l e t h i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, degree  of 
r e l i g i o u s  comnitment, sex educa t ion ,  major a c t i v i t y ,  age  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  age  a t  
menarche, r eg ion ,  u r b a n l r u r a l ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  and ( f o r  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s  
o n l y )  age  a t  f i r s t  s ex ,  use  of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a t  f i r r t  sex, number of  c h i l d r e n  
wanted . 

(See exp lana t ion  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  f o o t n o t e s  on t a b l e  1 . )  

B. By Race 

Black t eens  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have had a  baby than  whi te  t e e n s ;  among a l l  

t e e n s ,  18 percent  of b lack  t eens  and 5 percent  of whi te  t e e n s  have had a  baby. 



Among sexua l ly  a c t i v e  b lack  and white  t eens ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  were 30 and 11 per- 

c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  As shown i n  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  f a c t o r s  t h a t  

d i s t i n g u i s h  among white  t eens  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t hose  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  among 

b lack  t e e n s ,  and t h a t  remains t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  The same f a c t o r s  

d i scussed  i n  t a b l e  5 appear  t o  be important i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  whi te  t e e n s  who a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s .  Among b lack  t e e n s ,  though, fami ly  background d a t a  do no t  

e x p l a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l i k e l i h o o d  t o  be pa ren t s ,  a s  shown i n  t a b l e  6 ;  pe r sona l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  play a  much more s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e .  Among t h e s e ,  t h e  age  a t  

which a  t een  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  appear& t o  be most impor tan t ;  b l ack  t e e n s  who 

s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  a t  age 12 a r e  more than t h r e e  times a s  l i k e l y  t o  be a  p a r e n t  a s  

t hose  who s t a r t e d  a t  age 16. Black t eens  who a r e  s t i l l  i n  school  a r e  much more 

l i k e l y  t o  be p a r e n t s  than  those  whose c u r r e n t  major a c t i v i t y  i s  working. Black 

t e e n s  who a r e  c u r r e n t l y  marr ied a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be p a r e n t s ,  bu t  t h i s  f a c t o r  . 
i s  more l i k e l y  a  r e s u l t  of t e e n  pa ren t ing  t h a n - a  c a u s a l  f a c t o r .  

C. By Age Group 

Older  t e e n s  a r e  cons iderably  more l i k e l y  t o  have had a baby than  younger 

t eens ;  on ly  3 percent  of younger t eens  were pa ren t s ,  compared t o  14 pe rcen t  of 

o l d e r  teens .  Among sexua l ly  a c t i v e  t eens ,  though, t h e  r e l a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  nar -  

rows; 10 percent  of younger s exua l ly  a c t i v e  t eens  have had a  baby, compared t o  

22 percent  of o l d e r  teens .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  c a s e  f o r  o l d e r  t e e n s ,  i t  i s  more 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  what groups of younger t e e n s  a r e  more l i k e l y  than  o t h e r s  

t o  be pa ren t s .  Family background f a c t o r s ,  whi le  very  important  among o l d e r  

t eens ,  a s  shown i n  t a b l e  7, do not  by themselves i n d i c a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r -  

ences  among t h e  l i k e l i h o o d s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  groups of younger t e e n s  w i l l  be par- 

e n t s .  Among o l d e r  t e e n s ,  those  whose f a m i l i e s  have lower income t o  needs ra -  

t i o s ,  who come from s i n g l e  parent  f a m i l i e s ,  and who comnunicate l e s s  w i th  t h e i r  

p a r e n t s  a r e  much more l i k e l y  t o  be parents .  Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  do d i s -  



t i n g u i s h  among groups of both younger and o l d e r  t e e n s  t h a t  a r e  more o r  l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s .  Teens who a r e  black,  who s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  e a r l i e r ,  who 

reached phys i ca l  m a t u r i t y  e a r l i e r ,  and who a r e  marr ied a r e  much more l i k e l y  t o  

be pa ren t s .  

Among both younger and o l d e r  t e e n s  who a r e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  a s  t h e  t a b l e  

a l s o  shows, t h e  same f a c t o r s  a r e  impor tan t ,  w i t h  t h e  axcept ions  t h a t  t h e  age  

when a t e e n  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  and t h e  age  a t  which she  reached phys i ca l  m a t u r i t y  

are n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  any d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a s e x u a l l y  ac- 

t i v e  t e e n  i s  a  parent .  



TABLE 6. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on Likel ihood t h a t  a  Teenager i s  a  Parent  f o r  
A l l  Teens Who Have Ever Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e ,  by Race of Teen 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  p a r e n t s  

Teens who have had 
A l l  t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  White Black White Black 

A 1  1 t e e n s  5 18 11 30 

Fami l y  background 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
.so - 

1.00 - 
2.00 - 
3.00 - 

Living  arrangements  a t  age 14 
One pa ren t  11 
Both p a r e n t s  4 

Communication wi th  pa ren t s  
None 10 
Some 6 
More 3 

Personal  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
12 0 

14 - 
16 - 

Hajor  a c t i v i t y  
In school  4 
Working 3 
Other  35 

Age a t  menarche 
11 
13 
15 

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 6. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n -  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on Likel ihood t h a t  a Teenager is  a  Parent  f o r  

A l l  Teens Who Have Ever Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e ,  by Race of Teen--Continued 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  p a r e n t s  

Teens who have had 
A 1 1  t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  White 01 a c  k White Black 

M a r i t a l  s t a t u s  
Never marr ied  
Ever marr ied 

Age a t  f i r s t  sex  
12 
14 
16 

e_/ F a c t o r s  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  were: 
mother ' s  educa t ion ,  income t o  needs r a t i o ,  l i v i n g  arrangements  a t  age  14,  
coamunication w i t h  p a r e n t s ,  r a c e / e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, degree  of 
r e l i g i o u s  coamitment, sex  educt ion ,  major a c t i v i t y ,  age  start& d a t i n g ,  age  a t  
menarche, r eg ion ,  u r b a n l r u r a l ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  and ( f o r  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s  
o n l y )  age  a t  f i r s t  sex, use  of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a t  f i r s t  sex, number of c h i l d r e n  
wanted . 

(See exp lana t ion  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  f o o t n o t e s  on t a b l e  1.) 



TABLE 7.  TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  E f f e c t s  of D i f f e rences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a_/ on Likel ihood t h a t  a  Teenager i s  a Pa ren t ,  

For A l l  Teens and Teens Who Have Ever Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by Age of Teen 

Estimated percent  of t e e n s  who a r e  p a r e n t s  
- - 

Teens who have had 
A 1  1 t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

A 1 1  t e e n s  3 14 10 22 

Family background 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
.50 - 

1.00 - 
2.00 - 
3.00 - 

Living  arrangements  a t  age 14 
One pa ren t  - 
Both p a r e n t s  - 

Comnunication wi th  pa ren t s  
None - 
Some - 
More - 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Race /e thn ic i  t y  
White 
Black 
H i  span i c 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
12 10 
14 4 
16 2 

--- - - ----- - - 

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 7.  TEEN CHILDBEARING: Estimated Re la t ive  Ef fec t s  of Dif ferences  i n  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a/ on Likelihood t h a t  a  Teenager i s  a  Parent ,  
For A l l  Teens and Teens Who Have Ever Had Sexual In te rcourse ,  

by Age of Teen-Continued 

Estimated percent of t eens  who a r e  pa ren t s  

Teens who have had 
A l  f t e m s  sexual i n t e r c o u r s e  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 

Age a t  menarche 
11 
13 
15 

Mari ta l  s t a t u s  
Never married 
Ever married 

Age a t  f i r s t  s e x  
12 
14 
16 

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Northeast  
North Cen t ra l  
South 
West 

a_/ Fac to r s  con t ro l l ed  f o r  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c  r eg ress ion  a n a l y s i s  were: 
mother 's  education,  income t o  needs r a t i o ,  l i v i n g  arrangement8 a t  age 14, 
communication with parents ,  r a c e / e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination, degree of 
r e l i g i o u s  conmitment, sex education, major a c t i v i t y ,  age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  age a t  
menarche, region,  urban/ rura l ,  mar i t a l  s t a t u s ,  and ( f o r  sexua l ly  a c t i v e  t eens  
only)  age a t  f i r s t  sex,  use of cont racept ives  a t  f i r s t  sex, number of c h i l d r e n  
wanted . 

(See explanation of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  footnotes  on t a b l e  1.) 



. T h i s  c h a p t e r  syn thes i zes  t h e  f ind ings  from t h i s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  NSFG on 

f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h r e e  types  of teenage behavior  were examined i n  t h i s  

r e p o r t :  1) sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  2 )  con t r acep t ive  use ,  and 3 )  c h i l d b e a r i n g .  Four 

t ypes  of f a c t o r s  were considered i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t e e n s  t h a t  

might d i s c r i m i n a t e  among t e e n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  behaviors:  1 )  f ami ly  

background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  2 )  personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  3 )  geographic f a c t o r s ,  

and 4 )  sex- re la ted  behaviora l  f a c t o r s .  

A. General F indinns  

F i r s t ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  f a c t o r s  s tud ied  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  t e e n  i s  

s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  when she f i r s t  had in t e rcour se ,  whether she  uses  cont racep-  

t i v e s  and what t ype ,  and whether she has given b i r t h  may be o v e r s t a t e d  when 

they  a r e  examined one a t  a  time. When a l l  f a c t o r s  a r e  cons idered  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  

e f f e c t  of each f a c t o r  is  t y p i c a l l y  less than  t h a t  shown when they  a r e  consid-  

e r ed  s e p a r a t e l y .  45/ The g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  ind ica t ed  by t h e  s imple  c r o s s -  

t a b u l a t i o n  r e s u l t s  from t h e  f a c t  that d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  tend t o  be combined i n  

i n d i v i d u a l  t e e n s .  For example, t h e  l i ke l ihood  i s  h igh  that t e e n s  who have 

r e l a t i v e l y  low fami ly  incomes may a l s o  have mothers w i t h  less educa t ion  and 

l i v e  i n  one-parent f a m i l i e s .  By s e p a r a t i n g  out  t h e  combinat ions of f a c t o r s ,  

451 This  f i n d i n g  stems from comparing t h e  f r equenc ie s  i n  t h e  t a b l e  i n  
appendix B f o r  each s e t ,  which provides  simple c ros s - t abu la t ions ,  t o  t h e  est i- 
mates i n  t h e  t a b l e s  i n  t h e  main t e x t ,  which provide t h e  r e s u l t s  of mote 
d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s .  



t h e  ana lyses  t h a t  cons ider  a l l  f a c t o r s  t o g e t h e r  provide e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  indeL 

pendent e f f e c t s  of each  f a c t o r .  

These r e s u l t s  suggest  t h a t  c e r t a i n  combinations of f a c t o r s  l ead  t o  much 

g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d s  t h a t  a  t een  w i l l  be s exua l ly  a c t i v e  o r  t h a t  she  w i l l  become 

a t e e n  pa ren t .  Teens who show a g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  on t h e  b a s i s  of one f a c t o r  

( b u t  have more f o r t u n a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  f a r  a s  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  are concerned)  

have reduced l i k e l i h o o d s  compared t o  t e e n s  who s h a r e  a number of d i sadvanta-  

geous t r a i t s .  For example, cons ider  t h e  e f f e c t  on a n  average  t e e n  of be ing  

b lack ,  a s  compared t o  white ,  on t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  that she  w i l l  have e v e r  had a  

baby. Table  6 showed t h a t  a black t een  was more than  t h r e e  t imes  a s  l i k e l y  a s  

a  wh i t e  t e e n  t o  be a  pa ren t  (18 and 5 percent ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  But, a  b l ack  

t eenage r  whose f ami ly  income i s  on ly  h a l f  of i t s  pover ty  t h r e s h o l d ,  whose 

mother had 8 y e a r s  of educa t ion ,  who began d a t i n g  when she  was 12,  who l i v e d  

wi th  only  one pa ren t  when she  was 14, and who l i v e s  i n  t h e  sou th  had a n  esti-  

mated 69 pe rcen t  chance of having a  baby. %/ A whi te  t e e n  wi th  t h e  same set 

of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  would have an es t imated  25 percent  chance of  having a  baby. 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  a  b l ack  t een  wi th  more advantageous cha rac t e r i s t i c s - -whose  f a w  

i l y ' s  income i s  f o u r  times i t s  poverty l e v e l ,  d o s e  m t h e r  has  16 y e a r s  of edu- 

c a t i o n ,  who began d a t i n g  when she  was 15, who l i v e d  wi th  both p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  

northeast--had o n l y  a  5 percent  e s t i p u t e d  chance of having a baby. A wh i t e  

t e e n  wi th  t h i s  set of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  would have a  2 percent  e s t ima ted  chance 

of having  a  baby. 

None of  t h e  ind iv idua l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  examined a l o n e  would i n d i c a t e  such  

r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p r o b a b i l i t i e s .  In  combination, it appears  t h a t  each addi-  

t i o n a l  disadvantageous f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  

t e e n  w i l l  become a parent .  The d e t a i l e d  ana lyses  suggest  that t e e n s  who have 

461 Estimated us ing  t h e  f u l l  model of c o e f f i c i e n t s  e s t ima ted  s e p a r a t e l y  
f o r  b lack  and wh i t e  t e e n s  on t h e  l i ke l ihood  t h a t  a  t e e n  has  eve r  had a  baby. 
These a r e  t h e  same e s t i m a t e s  used t o  c o n s t r u c t  t a b l e  6. 



g 'enera l ly  more advantageous backgrounds but perhaps have .  one d isadvantageous  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  may not  be a s  l i k e l y  t o  become p a r e n t s  ( o r  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  

e t c . )  a s  a  simple examination of t h e  chances based on that f a c t o r  a l o n e  might 

i n d i c a t e .  

Second, t h e  s t r o n g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  among t e e n s  appear  t o  be t h o s e  t h a t  d i f -  

f e r e n t i a t e  t e e n s  who a r e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  from those  who a r e  not .  Family back- 

ground f a c t o r s  471 a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  wi th  whether o r  n o t  a  

t e e n  h a s  e v e r  had oexual i n t e r c o u r s e  than  they  a r e  wi th  t h e  age  a t  which she  

f i r s t  has  i n t e r c o u r s e  o r  w i t h  h e r  con t r acep t ive  p r a c t i c e s .  

The g r e a t e r  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  sexual  a c t i v i t y  than  wi th  

o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of t een  s e x u a l i t y  might i n d i c a t e  that, f o r  t h e  i s s u e  of t e e n  

c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  t h e s e  types  of f a c t o r s  have primary importance i n  t h e i r  a s soc i a -  

t i o n  wi th  e a r l y  sexual  a c t i v i t y .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  be s e x l u l l y  a c t i v e  i s  sub- 

s t a n t i a l l y  more cowon  among t eens  whose mothers have less educa t ion ,  whose 

f a m i l i e s  have incomes c l o s e r  t o  t h e  poverty th re sho ld ,  and who Lived w i t h  on ly  

one pa ren t  f o r  a t  least a  po r t ion  of t h e i r  format ive  years .  Once t h a t  d e c i s i o n  

i s  made, however, t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  less important  i n  de te rmining  p r e c i s e l y  a t  

what age  a  t e e n  f i r s t  has  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  whether she uses  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  and, i f  

s o ,  what t y p e  she  uses .  Determinants of subsequent s exua l  behavior  may stem 

from sources  o t h e r  than t h e i r  fami ly  background. For example, personal  g o a l s  

f o r  educa t ion  o r  employment and a t t i t u d e s  towards e a r l y  c h i l d b e a r i n g  may be  

more important .  These o t h e r  sources  of d i f f e r e n c e s  among t e e n s  i n  t h e  u s e  of 

c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a r e  probably f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  that a t e e n  u s e s  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  she  has  sex, whether she  has  e v e r  consu l t ed  w i t h  

a  doc to r  o r  o t h e r  t r a i n e d  person on con t r acep t ion ,  and t h e  f requency  of h e r  

471 Such a s  t h e  educa t ion  of t h e  t e e n ' s  mother, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  
f a m i l y ' s  income t o  t h e  poverty t h r e r h o l d ,  how m n y  p a r e n t s  t h e  t e e n  l i v e d  wi th  
when she  was 14, and t h e  communication wi th in  t h e  f ami ly  about  pregnancy and 
con t r acep t ion .  



. - sexual  a c t i v i t y .  These f a c t o r s  were shown i n  t$e a n a l y s i s  ' to  be r e l a t e d  t o  tbe 

l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  t een  uses  con t r acep t ives  and, t o  a  lesser e x t e n t ,  ;.-.ether she  

uses  medical methods of cont racept ion .  

Family background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
e 

whether o r  n o t  t h e  t e e n  has ever  had a  baby, but p a r t  of t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a s t  t h a t  on ly  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t eens  have babies  and f a m i l y  back- 

ground c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  provide  much information about vh ich  t e e n s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  

be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  When only  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t eens  a r e  examined, t h e  s t r e n g t h  

of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  between fami ly  background and bea r ing  a c h i l d  i s  subs tan-  

t i a l l y  l e s s  than  when a l l  t e e n s  a r e  s tud ied .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  one dec i -  

s i o n  po in t  i n  t h e  process  l ead ing  t o  t een  parenthood that t h i s  a n a l y s i s  could  

n o t  examine: vo lun ta ry  abor t ion .  There is  evidence t h a t  t e e n s  from f a m i l i e s  

w i th  h ighe r  educa t iona l  l e v e l s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  o b t a i n  an a b o r t i o n  i f  t hey  

become! pregnant  be fo re  marr iage.  %/ The l e s s e r  l i k e l i h o o d  of t e e n s  from fami- 

l i e s  wi th  r e l a t i v e l y  h ighe r  income and educa t ion  and from two-parent f a m i l i e s  

t o  bea r  c h i l d r e n ,  then ,  may be t h e  r e s u l t  of a  combination of t h e i r  lower l i k e -  

l i hood  of be ing  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and t h e i r  g r e a t e r  l i k e l i h o o d  of o b t a i n i n g  a n  

a b o r t i o n  i f  t hey  do becoae pregnant.  

Th i rd ,  fami ly  background f a c t o r s  a r e  no t  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  same manner t o  a l l  

of t h e  behaviors  d i scussed  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  For example, t e e n s  who communi- 

c a t e  more wi th  t h e i r  pa ren t s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be s a r r r l l y  a c t i v e ,  bu t  less 

l i k e l y  t o  become pa ren t s .  Teens whose mothers have lore educa t ion  a r e  less 

l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and more l i k e l y  t o  use  .or form of c o n t r a c e p t i v e ,  

bu t  less l i k e l y  t o  u se  t h e  more r e l i a b l e  s e d i c a l  aetbodm. These and o t h e r  d i f -  

f e r e n c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  behaviors  l ead ing  up t o  t e a m g e  parenthood a r e  no t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a l l  p r e d i c t a b l e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  groups of teens, because they  a r e  no t  

n e c e r s a r i l y  a l l  c o n r i s t e n t  p a t t e r n s  of behavior.  

48/ Ze ln ick ,  Melvin, John F. Kantner,  and Kathleen Ford. Sex and Preg- 
nancy% Adolescence. Sage Pub1 i s a t  i ons ,  Beverly H i L l s ,  P98l. 
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Four th ,  personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t eens  s/ fo l low a  s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  t o  

t h e  fami ly  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i n  t h a t  they  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  important  f o r  

i d e n t i f y i n g  whether o r  not  a  teen  i s  s exua l ly  a c t i v e .  However, some of t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  a r e  important  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  age a  t een  f i r s t  had i n t e r c o u r s e .  

Black and Hispanic t eens ,  t eens  who s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  e a r l i e r ,  who have no t  had 

any formal sex  educa t ion ,  and who reached phys ica l  m a t u r i t y  a t  younger a g e s  a r e  

a l l  more l i k e l y  t o  have f i r s t  had sex a t  e a r l i e r  ages.  Although they  do n o t  

appear  v e r y  important  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a l s o  

a r e  important  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  those  who a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  become t eenage  

pa ren t s .  

F i n a l l y ,  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  a  t e e n ' s  sexual  behavior  501 a r e  most impor- 

t a n t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  who a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be us ing  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  and t o  

be us ing  a meQical method. With t h e  one except ion  t h a t  t e e n s  who f i r s t  had 

i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  younger ages  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have g iven  b i r t h ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  

do n o t  appear  t o  add t o  our  understanding of t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t e e n  

ch i ldbea r ing .  

B. F indings  About Race and E t h n i c i t y  

Teens of d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  and e t h n i c  groups have d i f f e r e n t  l i k e l i h o o d s  of 

be ing  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and of g iv ing  b i r t h .  White beens a r e  least l i k e l y  t o  be 

s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  o r  t o  have a  c h i l d ;  black t eens ,  t h e  most l i k e l y ;  and Hispanic 

t e e n s  f a l l  i n  between. However, as t h i s  a n a l y s i s  has  shown, t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  

are r e l a t e d  t o  sexual  a c t i v i t y  and pa ren t ing  a r e  no t  t h e  same f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

491  - Such a s  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o u s  denomination and degree  of r e l i g i o u s  
comnitment, formal sex educa t ion ,  major c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  age  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g ,  
and age  a t  m a t u r i t y  (menarche). 

5 2 1  Such a s  t h e  age a t  which rhe f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  whether  
she  used con t r acep t ion  a t  f i r s t  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  whether she har  e v e r  consu l t ed  f o r  
medical a d v i c e  on con t r acep t ion ,  how f r e q u e n t l y  she  has  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  and t h e  
number of c h i l d r e n  she  has p rev ious ly  had. 



r a c e  groups. While family background and personal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  appear t o  be 
e 

q u i t e  important f a c t o r s  among white t eens ,  the re  a r e  fewer r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  

t h e s e  f a c t o r s  f o r  black teens. 

There a r e  severa l  poss ib le  reasons why t h i s  might be t h e  case.  F i r s t ,  

t h e r e  may be l e s s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  combinations of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  b lack 

than of t h e  white population. Thus, when f a c t o r s  such as t h e  mother 's  educa- 

t i o n  and t h e  number of parents  a teen  l i v e d  with when she  wrs 14 a r e  accounted 

f o r ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  (such a s  t h e  family income r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  poverty thresh-  

o l d )  do not  independently con t r ibu te  any more t o  our understanding of t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n t  behaviors. Second, s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  black populat ion--or f o r  

both populations--there may be o the r  f a c t o r s  that a r e  more important i n  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with these  behaviors. Such f a c t o r s  u g h t  inc lude  such t h i n g s  as 

school and community environment o r  personal and peer  a t t i t u d e s  towards teen  

pregnancy and chi ldbear ing .  

Nevertheless,  two important g e n e r a l i t i e s  emurge fr# the analyses  based on 

race.  The f i r s t  is that wi th in  both the  black and tbe a t e  teen  popula t ions  

t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  behaviors studied. Although on average 

blacks a r e  cons iderably  more l i k e l y  t o  be sexual ly  active and t o  be pa ren t s ,  

blacks wi th  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  have l ike l ihoods  tht are no g r e a t e r  o r  

cons iderably  Less than some whites. Thus, black teens whose mothers completed 
A- - 

c o l l e g e  a r e  no more l i k e l y  t o  be sexual ly  a c t i v e  th9 siailar white teens.  

Those whose mothers completed high school a r e  about u Likely a s  white t e e n s  

whose mothers completed only elementary school t o  be sexua l ly  a c t i v e .  Black 

t e e n s  who l i v e d  with both parents  when age 14 a r e  less l i k e l y  than white t eens  

who l i v e d  with only one parent t o  be s e x u ~ l l y  act ive.  And black t eens  who 

s t a r t e d  da t ing  a t  age 14 may be l e s s  Likely than white teens who s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  

a t  age 12 t o  be ac t ive .  5 1 /  Because of the  strong r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between r a c e  

5 1 /  See t a b l e  2 f o r  da ta  support ing these  conclusiars .  



and teenage  sexual  behavior-, t h e  i s s u e  of r ace  cannot be e a s i l y  d ismissed .  

However, t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  bes ides  r a c e  a r e  very im- 

p o r t a n t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t eens  who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and t o  be  

t e e n  p a r e n t s .  

Second, t h e  e f f e c t s  of some f a c t o r s  appear  t o  be g r e a t e r  on b l a c k  t e e n s  

than  on wh i t e  teens .  A s  noted i n  t h e  preceding paragraph, bo th  b l ack  and wh i t e  

t e e n s  whose mother f i n i s h e d  c o l l e g e  had about t h e  same l i k e l i h o o d  of be ing  sex- 

u a l l y  a c t i v e .  But t h e  e f f e c t  of having a mother who completed less school  was 

much g r e a t e r  f o r  t h e  average b lack  t e e n  than f o r  t h e  average  whi te  t een .  Hav- 

i ng  a mother who completed only  8 years  of school  more than  doubled t h e  l i k e l i -  

hood t h a t  a b l ack  t een  would be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  (compared t o  having a mother 

who had completed c o l l e g e ) ,  whi le  it increased  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  by about  40 p e r  

cen t  f o r  whi te  teens .  Living wi th  only  one parent  had a s i m i l a r l y  d ispropor-  

t i o n a t e  e f f e c t  on t h e  average b lack  t een ,  i n c r e a s i n g  h e r  l i k e l i h o o d  of be ing  

s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  by about two-thirds ,  compared t o  an  i n c r e a s e  of about  o n e - f i f t h  

f o r  wh i t e  teens .  5 2 /  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  age a t  which a t een  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  i s  s i g -  

n i f i c a n t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  who a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s ,  among bo th  b l a c k  

and wh i t e  teens .  Black t e e n s  who began d a t i n g  a t  age 12 a r e  more than  t h r e e  

and one-half times more l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s  than  t h o s e  who began d a t i n g  a t  age  

16. But whi te  t e e n s  who began d a t i n g  a t  age 12 a r e  only  two and one-half times 

more l i k e l y  than  those  who began a t  age 16 t o  be  pa ren t s .  5 3 1  These f i n d i n g s  

may i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  i n  terms of teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  d i sadvan tages  of  

c e r t a i n  f ami ly  and personal  background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  

l a r g e  f o r  b l ack  teens .  

Although d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  w a s  no t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  Hispanic  t e e n s  (because  of  

inadequate  sample s i z e ) ,  t h e  f r equenc ie s  of t h e i r  behaviors  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  

5 2 /  See t a b l e  2. 

53/ See t a b l e  6. 



a r e  cons ide rab ly  d i f f e r e n t  .from both whites  and b lacks  i n  t h e i r  s exua l  behav- 

i o r .  Hispanic  t e e n s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  than  b lack  t e e n s  ( b u t  more l i k e l y  than  

wh i t e  t e e n s )  t o  be eexua l ly  a c t i v e .  Younger Hispanic t e e n s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  no t  

very  d i f f e r e n t  from younger white  t eens  i n  t h e  percent  who have had sexua l  

i n t e r c o u r s e ,  whi le  o l d e r  Hispanic t e e n s  f a l l  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  middle between 

w h i t e  and b l ack  teens .  However, younger Hispanic t e e n s  are much l e s s  l i k e l y  

than  e i t h e r  wh i t e  o r  b l ack  t e e n s  t o  u se  any form of  con t r acep t ion ,  and i f  t hey  

do u s e  any,  t hey  a r e  much less l i k e l y  than  e i t h e r  b lacks  o r  wh i t e s  t o  u s e  a  

medical  method. A s  a  consequence, younger Hispanic t e e n s  a r e  cons ide rab ly  more 

l i h l y  t o  be p a r e n t s  t han  whi te  t eens ,  and o l d e r  Hispanic t e e n s  a r e  more l i k e l y  

than  e i t h e r  whi te  o r  b l ack  t eens  t o  be pa ren t s .  Among s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  o l d e r  

t e e n s ,  m r e  than  h a l f  of t h e  Hispanics  a r e  p a r e n t s ,  compared t o  s l i g h t l y  more 

than  one-third of b l acks  and less than 15 percent  of wh i t e  t eens .  541 

C. Findings  About Younger and Older  Teens 

Although younger t e e n s  a r e  less l i k e l y  than  

a c t i v e ,  t hey  a r e  a l s o  somewhat less l i k e l y  t o  u se  

o l d e r  t e e n s  t o  be s e x u a l l y  

con t r acep t ion .  In combina- 

t i o n ,  t h e s e  f a c t s  might r a i s e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  younger s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e  t een  would be a  parent .  In  f a c t ,  a  somewhat smaller s h a r e  of s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e  younger t han  o l d e r  t e e n s  a r e  parents .  This  might,  aga in ,  be  a r e s u l t  of 

younger t e e n s '  being more l i k e l y  t o  r e s o l v e  pregnancies  by abor t ion .  551  

Family background f a c t o r s  appear  t o  be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  1 i k e l  ihood 

t h a t  e i t h e r  a  younger o r  an, o l d e r  t e e n  i s  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and t o  t h e  age  a t  * 
which a  t een  f i r s t  has  sexual  i n t e r cour se .  Among younger t e e n s ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  

do n o t  provide  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i o n s  of which t e e n s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be 

pa ren t s .  This  i s  probably due t o  t h e  very small  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  younger t e e n  
- - 

541 See t a b l e s  B-1, B-3, and B-4. 

5 5 1  Zeln ick ,  Kanter ,  and Ford. Sex and Pregnancy i n  Adolescence. p. 260. 



is a pa ren t ;  very few f a c t o r s  can c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y  groups a t  g r e a t e r  r i s k  of 

p a r e n t i n g  when s o  small  a  sha re  a r e  parents .  By t h e  t ime t e e n s  become o l d e r ,  

however. t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between background f a c t o r s  and t e e n  p a r e n t i n g  appea r s  

s t r o n g e r  . %/ 

Never the l e s s ,  i t  appears  t h a t  some younger t e e n s  a r e  a t  equal  o r  h i g h e r  

r i s k  of be ing  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than  c e r t a i n  o l d e r  t eens .  For example, younger 

t e e n s  who began d a t i n g  very  e a r l y  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than  

o l d e r  t e e n s  who delayed da t ing .  And younger t e e n s  i n  t h e  west a r e  n e a r l y  a s  

l i k e l y  a s  o l d e r  t e e n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  

Also, a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  wi th  t h e  a n a l y s i s  f o r  r ace ,  a l though younger t e e n s  i n  

g e n e r a l  a r e  much less l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r  groups of 

t h e s e  younger t eens  who a r e  a t  very  high r i s k  of being pa ren t s .  Younger t e e n s  

who f i r s t  had sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  a t  age 12, f o r  example, have a  h i g h e r  e s t i -  

mated l i k e l i h o o d  of being p a r e n t s  than o l d e r  t e e n s  who delayed f i r s t  sex t o  age  

14. Even younger t eens  who began d a t i n g  very  e a r l y  are n e a r l y  a s  l i k e l y  t o  be 

p a r e n t s  a s  o l d e r  t eens  who d i d  not  s t a r t  d a t i n g  u n t i l  later. And younger b l a c k  

t e e n s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be pa ren t s  than o l d e r  whi te  t eens .  

5 6 /  See t a b l e s  3 ,  4, and 7 .  





The f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  complex, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  complexi ty of 

teenage  sexual  a c t i v i t y  and ch i ldbear ing .  Th i s  r e p o r t  has  a t tempted  t o  d isen-  

t a n g l e  t h e  web of fami ly  and personal  background f a c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  

wi th  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of t een  parent ing  t o  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  what groups of  t h e  

popula t ion  a r e  more a t  r i s k  of becoming t een  p a r e n t s  and t o  compare t h e  r i s k s  

among d i f f e r e n t  groups. Although some s t u d i e s  do i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  and 

a s p i r a t i o n s  of t e e n s  a f f e c t  t h e i r  behaviors ,  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  sugges t s  t h e  p o l i c y  

importance of  add res s ing  s o c i a l  and economic background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

The f i n d i n g s  from t h e  National  Survey of Family Growth sugges t  t h a t  d i f -  

f e r e n t  groups of t e e n s  e x h i b i t  very d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  behav io r s  

examined. Older  t eens  a r e  more Likely t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  and more l i k e l y  t o  

be p a r e n t s  t han  younger teens.  The a n a l y s i s  showed, however, t h a t  among 

younger t e e n s  personal  factors--possibly r e l a t e d  t o  peer  i n f luences -may  be 

more important  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  l i k e l y  t o  be p a r e n t s  than  a r e  f a m i l y  

background f a c t o r s .  Black t eens  a r e  a l s o  more l i k e l y  t o  be p a r e n t s  than  w h i t e  

teens.  Among o l d e r  t eens ,  fami ly  background f a c t o r s  appeared t o  be more impor- 

t a n t .  Among b lack  t e e n s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  few of t h e  f a c t o r s  examLned h e r e  appeared 

t o  e x p l a i n  important  d i f f e r e n c e s  among d i f f e r e n t  groups of t e e n s ,  bu t  t h o s e  

t h a t  were important  accounted f o r  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of t h e  v a r i a t i o n .  

Family background f a c t o r s  a r e  important i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t e e n s  who a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  be s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t hose  who a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  

become t e e n  pa ren t s .  These types  of f a c t o r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  not  a b l e  t o  be 



changed i n  t h e  short- term; circumstances cannot e a s i l y  be changed f o r  t e e n s  

today whose mothers d id  not  complete h igh  school ,  whose f a m i l i e s  have 

r e l a t i v e l y  lower incomes, o r  who Lived wi th  only one pa ren t  when t h e y  were 14. 

But t h e  very  cons ide rab le  importance of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  sugges ts  t hey  w i l l  p l a y  a 
.I 

r o l e  f o r  t h e  nex t  gene ra t ion  of t eens ,  whose pa ren t s  are going t o  school  today  

and w i l l  s h o r t l y  be e n t e r i n g  t h e  l a b o r  market and r a i s i n g  t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s .  



This  s tudy used t h e  National Survey of Family Growth Cycle 111, conducted 

by t h e  National  Center f o r  Health S t a t i s t i c s , .  a s  t h e  primary source  of  da ta .  

The survey was conducted i n  1982 using a sample of 7,969 women f tom ages 15 t o  

45. Both teenagers  and black women were oversampled,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  

sample of t eens  f o r  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  permi t t ing  b e t t e r  measurement of t h e  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p s  among d i f f e r e n t  var iables .  

The survey inquired  ex tens ive ly  about women's personal and f u n i l y  charac- 

t e r i s t i c s ,  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  cont racept ive  use ,  and record of pregnancies and 

b i r t h s .  Although comparisons with independent admin i s t r a t ive  da ta  show t h e  re- 

por t ing  on b i r t h s  t o  be complete, t h e  record of pregnancies has  been found t o  

be incomplete. Apparently women tended not  t o  r e p o r t  abor t ions  they had e v e r  

had, s o  t h e  t o t a l  number of abor t ions  i n  t h e  8urvey is  only about h a l f  t h e  

number est imated by independent sources. z/ Thus, t h i s  survey i s  inadequate 
-"" - 

f o r  t h e  study of teenage pregnancy, but serves w e l l  a s  a d a t a  source t o  s tudy 

teenage sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  cont racept ive  use, and chi ldbear ing .  

The sample provided 1,888 young women aged 15 t o  19. Of t h e s e  1,114 were 

white;  561, black; and 167, flispanic. Of the  t o t a l  teen  sample, 939. were aged 

15 t o  17 and 949 were aged 18 o r  19. 

There were some important l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h i s  data base f o r  use  i n  t h i s  

study. F i r s t ,  t he  sample s i z e  d i d  not permit r e l i a b l e  a n a l y s i s  of a l l  t h e  

571 Personal conmunication of the  author with s t a f f  of t h e  National  
Center f o r  Health S t a t i s t i c s .  



popu la t ions  of i n t e r e s t .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  Hispanic sample was no t  s u f f i -  

c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  permit s e p a r a t e  d e t a i l e d  ana lys i s .  Second, scne  of t h e  v a r i -  

a b l e s  could not  be r e l a t e d  i n  p r e c i s e  time sequence t o '  t h e  sexual a c t i v i t i e s  

being examined. For example, a l though i t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  know whether a fam- 

i l y ' s  economic circumstances a f f e c t  a t e e n ' s  sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  b e s t  measure 

of economiti well-being i n  t h e  survey was fami ly  income f o r  t h e  y e a r  preceding  

t h e  survey.  Th i s  was used i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  and appeared t o  be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  a number of outcomes. But a better measure vould have r e f l e c t e d  t h e  income 

of t h e  f a m i l y  whi le  t h e  c h i l d  was growing up, b e f o r e  s h e  mode a d e c i s i o n  

whether o r  no t  t o  become s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  Th i s  l i m i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t h e  analy- 

s is  t o  be  couched i n  terms of f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  teenage  sexual  a c t i v i t y  

and c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  r a t h e r  than i n  terms of t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  on ac- 

t i v i t y  and ch i ldbea r ing .  

Th i rd ,  t h i s  survey  d i d  not  nwasure c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  of v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  have 

been shoun t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  a t e e n ' s  sexual  a c t i v i t i e s .  These inc lude ,  f o r  

example, a t t i t u d e s  t o  sexual  behavior ,  percept ions  of  pear group behavior ,  and 

a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  educa t ion  and w r k .  These are i rpol r tan t  f a c t o r s ,  bu t  

t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  u se  t h i s  data base i n  s p i t e  of this l i m i t a t i o n  because 

of i t s  l a r g e  sample s i z e  provid ing  ex tens ive  d a t a  on t m g e  sexua l  and c h i l d -  

bea r ing  behavior  a s  well a s  broad background i n f o r n t i o a .  



TABLE B-1. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Percent of Teens Who Have Bad Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by Age of Teen and Selec ted  Charac te r i s t i c s :  1982 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

Percent of teens  who have ever  had 
sexual in te rcourse ,  by age of teen  

A l l  t eens  

Family b&kground 

~ o t h e r  ' s education a_/ 
Leas t'han 12 years  
12 yea r s  
13-15 years  
16 o r  more years  

Income t o  needs r a t i o  k/ 
Less than 0.5 
0.5 t o  0.99 
1.00 t o  1.99 
2.00 o r  higher 

Living arrangements a t  
age  14 c_j 

One parent  
Both parents  

Comunicat ion  with parents  d_/ 
None 
Some 
More 

Personal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Race /e thn ic i ty  
White 
Black 
H i  epanic 



TABLE B-1. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Percent of Teens Who Have Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by Age of Teen and Selected Charac te r i s t i c s :  1982--Continued 

Percent of teens  who have ever  had 
sexual in te rcourse .  by age of t een  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f 5-17 18-19 

- 
Rel ig ious  denomination 

Ca tho l i c  
Not Ca tho l i c  

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  
coamitment e_/ 

Less 
More 

Sex educat ion  f/ 
None 
Some 
More 

Age s t a r t e d  da t ing  
13 o r  younger 
14 o r  15 
16 OP 17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Major a c t i v i t y  gl 
I n  school  
Working 
Other 

Age a t  menarche 
11 o r  younger 
12 
13 
14 o r  o l d e r  

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Northeast  
North Cen t ra l  
South 
West 

Urban/ r u r a l  
Urban 
Rura 1 

(Footnotes shown on following page.) 
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* T-test  of d i f f e rence  between means s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  5 percent  l e v e l  
of s ign i f i cance .  When more than one category is shown f o r  a v a r i a b l e ,  the 
a s t e r i s k  i n d i c a t e s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  l e a s t  betueen the  Lowest and h ighes t  mean 
ages ,  but not n e c e s s a r i l y  between each combination of the  means. 

a_/ Educational at tainment of the  mother of t h e  teenager.  * 

bJ Rat io  of family income i n  year preceding t h e  survey t o  o f f i c i a l  
poverty threshold  f o r  a family of t h a t  s i z e  and compositions. 

c_/ Number of parents  teenager l i v e d  with when she was 14. 

d_/ Based on teenagers r epor t  of whether she has ta lked with e i t h e r  o r  
both of he r  pa ren t s  about how pregnancy occurs o r  about methods of b i r t h  
con t ro l .  I f  n e i t h e r ,  teen is designated "None;" i f  one o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  teen  i s  
designated "~ome''; i f  both, teen i s  designated %ore. ll 

=/ Teenager designated "more" i f  she r e p o r t s  a t t end ing  church a t  . l e a s t  
once a month o r ,  i f  Cathol ic ,  i f  she r e p o r t s  rece iv ing communion a t  l e a s t  once 
a month. 

f /  Same a s  "conmunication with parents ,"  except  r e f e r s  t o  formal 
i n s t r u c t i o n  on how pregnancy occurs and methods of b i r t h  con t ro l .  

g/ Current  major a c t i v i t y  of teenager. 

h_/ Age a t  which teenager has f i r s t  monthly period,  

Source: Compiled by CRS from microdata public  use  f i l e  of  t h e  National  
Survey of Family Growth, conducted by t h e  U t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Health S t a t i s t i c s  
i n  1982, 



TABLE B-2. AGE AT FIRST SEX: Mean Age a t  F i r s t  Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e  f o r  Teens 
Who Have Had In t e rcour se ,  by Age of Teen and 

Se lec t ed  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  1982 

Mean age a t  f i r s t  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by age  o f  t e e n  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

A l l  t e e n s  

Family background c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Mother ' s educa t ion  e_/ 
Less than  12 yea r s  
12 y e a r s  
13-15 y e a r s  
16 o r  more y e a r s  

Income t o  needs r a t i o  b/ 
Less than  0.5 
0.5 t o  0.99 
1.00 t o  1.99 
2.00 o r  h i g h e r  

Liv ing  arrangements  
a t  age  14  =/ 
One pa ren t  
Both p a r e n t s  

C o w u n i c a t i o n  wi th  p a r e n t s  d_/ 
None 
Some 
More 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

E a c e / e t h n i c i t y  
White 
Black 
Hispanic  

R e l i g i o u s  denomination 
C a t h o l i c  
Not C a t h o l i c  

(Table cont inued  on fo l lowing  page.) 



'TABLE B-2. AGE AT FIRST SEX: Mean Age a t  F i r s t  Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e  f o r  Teens 
Who Have Had I n t e r c o u r s e ,  by Age of Teen and 

Se lec t ed  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  1982--Continued 

Mean age a t  f i r s t  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  
by age of t e e n  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  
c o m i t m e n t  51 

Less 
More 

Sex educa t ion  f_/ 
None 
Some 
More 

Ma j o t  A c t i v i t y  g/ 
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
13 o r  younger 
14 o r  15 
16 o r  17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Age a t  menarche h_/ 
11 o r  younger 
12 
13 
14 o r  o l d e r  

. *  

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Nor theas t  
North Cen t r a l  
South 
West 

~ r b a n / r u r a l  
Urban 
Rural  

(Footnotes  shown on fo l lowing  page.) 



* T-tes t  of d i f f e r e n c e  between means s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  5 percent  l e v e l  
of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  When more than one ca tegory  i s  shown f o r  a  v a r i a b l e ,  t h e  
a s t e r i s k  i n d i c a t e s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  l e a s t  between t h e  lowest  and t h e  h i g k e s t  
mean ages ,  bu t  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  between each combination of t h e  means. 

Source: Compiled by CRS from microdata pub l i c  use  f i l e  of t h e  Nat iona l  
Survey of  Family Growth, conducted by t h e  National  Center  f o r  Heal th  S t a t i s t i c s  
i n  1982. 

(See  exp lana t ion  of c h a r a c t e r i s t - i c s  i n  f o o t n o t e s  i n  t a b l e  B-1.) 



CRS- 75 

TABLE 8-3. CONTRACEPTIVE USE: Current Use of Cont racept ives  
According t o  Se lec ted  Background C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

by Age of Teen 

Percent  of t e e n s  us ing  
Percent  of s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  who a r e  
t eens  us ing  con t r acep t ion  us ing  a  medical  method 

Background 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

A1 1 t e e n s  57.2 68.6 

Fami l y  background 

 other's educa t ion  
11 yea r s  o r  l e s s  
12 y e a r s  
13-15 yea r s  
16 y e a r s  o r  more 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
Less than  .50 
.SO-.99 
1.00-1.99 
2.00 o r  more 

Liv ing  arrangements  a t  
age  14 

One parent  
Both p a r e n t s  

Comnunicat i on  wi th  
p a r e n t s  

None 45.4 
Some 48.6 
More 64.2 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Bace /e thn ic i  t y  
White 
Black 
Hispanic 

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 
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TABLE B-3. CONTRACEPTIVE USE: Current  Use of  Cont racept ives  
According t o  Se lec ted  Background C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

by Age of Teen--Continued 

Percent  of t e e n s  us ing  
Percent  of s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  con t r acep t ion  who a r e  
t e e n s  us ing  con t r acep t ion  us ing  a  medical  method 

Background 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 

Re l ig ious  denomination 
C a t h o l i c  
Not C a t h o l i c  

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  
comni tment 

Less 
More 

Formal sex  educa t ion  
None 
Some 
More 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
13 o r  younger 
14 o r  15 
16 o r  17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Age a t  menarche 
11 o r  younger 
12 
13 
14 o r  o l d e r  

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
blortheas t 
North Cen t r a l  
South 
West 

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE B-3. CONTRACEPTIVE USE: Current Use of Cont racept ives  
According t o  Se lec ted  Background C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

by Age of Teen--Continued 

Percent  of t e  xis  us ing  
Percent  of s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  con t r acep t ion  who a r e  
t eens  us ing  con t r acep t ion  us ing  a  medical  method 

Background 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Urban/Rural 
Urban 
Rural  

Sex-re la ted  behaviors  

Age a t  f i r s t  sex 
Less t han  14 
14-15 
16-17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Use of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  
a t  f i r s t  sex  

No 
Yes 

Consu l t a t i on  on 
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  &/ 

No 
Yes 

Frequency of sexual  
i n t e r c o u r s e  

Once a  month 
2 o r  3 times a month 
Once a  week o r  more 

Number of  c h i l d r e n  
p rev ious ly  born 
0 
1 o r  more 

(Footnotes  shown on fo l lowing  page.) 



* . T-tes t  of d i f f e r e n c e  between means s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t he  5 percent  l e v e l  
of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  When more than one ca tegory  i s  shown f o r  a  v a r i a b l e ,  t h e  
a s t e r i s k  i n d i c a t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t s  a t  l e a s t  between t h e  lowest  and t h e  highesf  
mean ages ,  but  not  necessary  between each combination of t c e  means. 

a_/ I n d i c a t e s  whether respondent has  consul ted  wi th  phys i c i an  o r  o t h e r  
t r a i n e d  medical personnel  regard ing  con t r acep t ion  wi th in  t h e  p a s t  3 years .  

Source: Compiled by CRS from micro d a t a  pub l i c  use  f i l e  o t h e  Na t iona l  
Survey of Family Growth, conducted by t h e  National  Center  f o r  Heal th  S t a t i s t i c s  
i n  198i. 

(See  exp lana t ion  of o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  f o o t n o t e s  on Table  B-1.) 



TABLE B-4. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Percent  of Teens Who Have Ever Had a  Baby, 
by Age of Teen and Se lec ted  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

f o r  All Teens and Teens.Who Have Had Sexual I n t e r c o u r s e  

Percent  of t eens  who have had a  baby 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

Teens who have had 
A l l  t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 

A 1  1 t e e n s  

Family background 

 other's educa t ion  
Less t han  12 yea r s  
12 y e a r s  
13-15 y e a r s  
16 o r  more y e a r s  . 

Income t o  needs r a t i o  
Less  t han  0.5 
0.5 t o  0.99 
1.00 t o  1.99 
2.00 o r  more 

Liv ing  arrangements  
a t  age 14 

One pa ren t  
Both p a r e n t s  

Communication wi th  
p a r e n t s  

None 
Some 
More 

Personal  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

R a c e / e t h n i c i t y  
White 
Black 
Hispanic  

(Table cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE B-4. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Percent  of Teens Who Have-Ever Had a Baby, 
by Age of Teen and Se lec ted  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

f o r  A l l  Teens and Teens Who Have Had Sexual Intercourse--Continued 

Percent  of t e e n s  who have had a baby 

Teens who have had 
sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  A1 1 t e e n s  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 

R e l i g i o u s  denomination * 
C a t h o l i c  2.1 
Not C a t h o l i c  3.8 

Degree of r e l i g i o u s  
c o w i  tment * 

Less 3.9 
More 2.8 

Sex educa t ion  
None 
Some 
More 

Major a c t i v i t y  
I n  school  
Working 
Other  

Age s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  
13 o r  younger 
14 o r  15 
16 o r  17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Age a t  menarche 
11 o r  younger 
12 
13 
14 o r  o l d e r  

-- 

(Table  cont inued on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE 8-4. TEEN CHILDBEARING: Percent  of Teens Who Have Ever Had a Baby, 
by Age of Teen and Se lec ted  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

f o r  A l l  Teens and Teens Who Have Had Sexual Intercourse--Continued 

Percent  of t eens  who have had a baby 

Teens who have had 
All t e e n s  sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  15-17 18-19 15-17 18-19 

Geographic f a c t o r s  

Region 
Nor theas t  
North Cen t r a l  
South 
West 

~ r b a n / r u r a l  
Rura 1 
Urban 

Sex-rela t e d  behaviors  

Age a t  f i r s t  sex 
13 o r  younger 
14 o r  15 
16 o r  17 
18 o r  o l d e r  

Use of c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  
a t  f i r s t  sex  

No 
Yes 

Number of c h i l d r e n  
want ed 

One 
Two 
Three 
Four o r  more 

- -- - - -- 

(Footnotes  shown on fo l lowing  page.) 



* T- te s t  of d i f f e r e n c e  between means s i g n i f i c a n t  at t h e  5 percent  l e v e l  
of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  When more than one ca tegory  is shown f o r  a v a r i a b l e ,  t h e  
a s t e r i s k  i n d i c a t e s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  l e a s t  between t h e  lowest  and t h e  h ighep t  
mean ages ,  bu t  not  necessary  between each combination of t h e  means. 

Source: Compiled by CRS from microdata pub l i c  u se  f i l e  of t h e  Nat iona l  
Survey of Family growth, conducted by t h e  National  Center  f o r  Heal th  S t a t i s t i c s  
i n  1982. 

( a )  No observed c a s e s  i n  sample. 

(See  exp lana t ion  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  foo tno te s  on Table 1.) 



T h i s  appendix p r e s e n t s  a  b r i e f  t e c h n i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  methods of 

l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  and o rd ina ry  l e a s t  squares  r e g r e s s i o n  used t o  conduct  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  ,Nat ional  Survey of Family Growth, presented  i n  c h a p t e r s  2 

through 4 of t h i s  r e p o r t .  I n  both c a s e s ,  t h e s e  methods were used t o  e s t i m a t e  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of a s e r i e s  of independent v a r i a b l e s  ( f a c t o r s )  on a dependent v a r i -  

a b l e  ( i  .e., sexual  a c t i v i t y ,  age a t  f i r s t  sex ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use,  o r  t eenage  

c h i l d b e a r i n g ) .  

L o g i s t i c  Regression 

When t h e  dependent v a r i a b l e  of i n t e r e s t  i s  dichotomous, o r d i n a r y  l i n e a r  

r e g r e s s i o n  models a r e  no t  app ropr i a t e .  ~ o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  a l lows  t h e  margina l  

e f f e c t  of a  s i n g l e  v a r i a b l e  t o  vary  a c r o s s  t h e  range of i t s  p o s s i b l e  va lues .  

The e f f e c t s  of t h e  independent v a r i a b l e s ,  then ,  a r e  non l inea r .  Independent  

v a r i a b l e s  have a  l a r g e r  impact a t  t h e  middle of t h e  p red ic t ed  p r o b a b i l i t y  range  

on the outcome v a r i a b l e  than  a t  t h e  extremes. Th i s  i n t u i t i v e l y  sugges t s  t h a t  

i f  a t e e n  i s ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of most independent v a r i a b l e s ,  e i t h e r  v e r y  l i k e l y  o r  

very  u n l i k e l y  t o  be, f o r  example, s exua l ly  a c t i v e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  of changing t h e  

v a l u e  of one independent v a r i a b l e  w i l l  be less than  i f  h e r  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  some- 

where i n  t h e  middle of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  



The dichotomous dependent v a r i a b l e  can be thought of a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  'a 

p r o b a b i l i t y  of a  given outcome (e.g. ,  t h a t  a  t een  a c t i v e ) .  Expressed i n  m a t r i x  

n o t a t i o n ,  t h e  l o g i s t i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is  def ined  a s  follows: 

P = 1 / ( 1  + ( 1  

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of P ranges  from 0 t o  1 a s  XB ranges  from n e g a t i v e  t o  

p o s i t i v e  i n f i n i t y .  The e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  parameters  i n  t h e  l o g i t  model a r e  

ob ta ined  us ing  maximum l i k e l i h o o d  procedures  w i t h  the data on i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  

provided i n  t h e  NSFG. These procedures  produce a s t i m s t e s  of t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  

Bj, which maximize t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of t h e  p a t t e r n  of responses  i n  t h e  observed 

da tabase .  

Unlike t h e  a n a l y s i s  u s ing  t h e  1 i n e a r  model, the i n d i v i d u a l  c o e f f i c i e n t s  

from t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  model a r e  not  r e a d i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d .  The c o e f f i -  

c i e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  " the  change i n  t h e  l o g  of t h e  odds a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  u n i t  

change i n  t h e  exogenous variable ."  581 Evalua t ion  o f  the impact of s p e c i f i c  

v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  e s t ima ted  p r o b a b i l i t y  c a n . b a  conducted f o r  s p e c i f i c  v a l u e s  of 

t h e  independent v a r i a b l e s  by s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n  f o r m l a  (11, provided above. T h i s  

approach was used t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  t a b l e s  ana lyz ing  t e e n  sexual  a c t i v i t y  

( t a b l e s  1 3 ,  t e e n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e  ( t a b l e s  7 ,  and t e e n  c h i l d b e a r i n g  

( t a b l e s  8-10). For each v a r i a b l e  c i t e d  i n  each t a b l e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  of va ry ing  

i t s  v a l u e  was determined by us ing  t h e  mean va lue  of eve ry  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  and 

s u b s t i t u t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  va lues  of t h e  v a r i a b l e  of intenst i n t o  t h e  equat ion .  

The e s t ima ted  c o e f f i c i e n t s  from t h e  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n  . n a l y s i s  were used w i t h  

t h e s e  mean v a l u e s  of t h e  independent v a r i a b l e s  i n  the equat ion  above t o  d e t e r  

mine t h e  e f f e c t  of changing t h e  va lues  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  independent v a r i a b l e  on 

t h e  e s t ima ted  p r o b a b i l i t y .  The l i s t  of a l l  v a r i a b l e s  inc luded  i n  each e q u a t i o n  

i s  c i t e d  a t  t h e  bottom of each t a b l e .  The mean va lues  were f o r  t h e  t o t a l  t e e n  

popula t ion  o r  on ly  f o r  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  t e e n s ,  depending on t h e  popu la t ion  f o r  

5 8 /  Hanushek, E r ik  A. and John E. Jackson. S t a c i r t i u l  Mothods f o r  
S o c i a l  B c i a n t i s g r .  Acadetnis P r e r r ,  M o w  York, 1977. p m  206. 



which t h e  equat ion  was es t imated .  I n  ca ses  where t h e  model was e s t ima ted  sep- 

a r a t e l y  f o r  r a c e  o r  age groups,  t h e  means f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  group,  a long  wi th  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  were used. 

To provide  a  h igh ly  s i m p l i f i e d  example, suppose, f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  e q u a t i o n  

(1) :  

XB = blPOV + b2M0MEDUC + b3COMM 

where: 

POV = Income t o  needs r a t i o  f o r  a  fami ly  

MWEDUC = Mother 's educa t ion  

COW4 r Communication wi th  p a r e n t s  

and i t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  determine t h e  e f f e c t  of having a  mother w i t h  8 com- 

pared t o  16 y e a r s  of educa t ion  on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  t e e n  is s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e .  The c o e f f i c i e n t s  b l ,  b2, and bg a r e  e s t ima ted  wi th  l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s -  

s ion .  The mean va lues  f o r  t h e  t o t a l  t e e n  popula t ion  a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  POV 

and COUM, a long  wi th  t h e  e s t ima ted  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  and t h e  v a l u e s  of 8 and 16 a r e  

i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  equat ion  (11, s e p a r a t e l y ,  t o  d a t e m i n e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e s t i -  

uu ted  p r o b a b i l i t y .  Th i s  y i e l d s  an  estimate of t h e  e f f e c t  of having a  mother 

w i th  t h e s e  two l e v e l s  of educa t ion  on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a n  o the rwi se  ave rage  

t e e n  i s  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  

Ordinary Leas t  Squares Regression 

An o rd ina ry  l e a s t  squares  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  was used t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of t h e  independent v a r i a b l e s  on t h e  age.'& which a t e e n  f i r s t  has sex- 

u a l  i n t e r cour se .  The b a s i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  can be r ep resen ted  i n  m a t r i x  n o t a t i o n  

a s  fo l lows:  

Y = X B + e  ( 2 )  

Est imates  of t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  based on t h e  observed sample r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

among t h e  X i j  and t h e  Y i ,  and a r e  des igna ted  b i .  



The c o e f f i c i e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o rd ina ry  l e a s t  squa res ,  u n l i k e  those  from 

l o g i s t i c  r e g r e s s i o n ,  a r e  r e a d i l y  i n t e r p r e t a b l e .  Each c o e f f i c i e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

e f f e c t  of a  u n i t  change i n  t h e  independent v a r i a b l e  on t h e  va lue  of t h e  

dependent v a r i a b l e .  

However, f o r  t h e  sake  of cons i s t ency  of p r e s e n t a t i a n  of t h e  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e s t ima ted  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  values of  t h e  independent  

v a r i a b l e s  were c a l c u l a t e d  and provided i n  Table 4. This uss c a l c u l a t e d  i n  an  

analogous manner t o  t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  t h e  l o g i s t i c  regress ion .  The mean v a l u e s  on 

a l l  independent  v a r i a b l e s  except t h e  one of i n t e r e s t  were b c l u d e d  i n  equa t ion  

( 2 ) ,  above, a long  wi th  a l l  t h e  es t imated  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  ud s e l e c t e d  v a l u e s  of 

t h e  v a r i a b l e  of i n t e r e s t  were s u b s t i t u t e d  t o  provide the e s t i m a t e s  shown i n  t h e  

t a b l e .  

R e s u l t s  

The a c t u a l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  ana lyses ,  v i a  es t ima ted  c o e f f i c i e n t s  

and t h e  means used t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  examples s h  im the t e x t  t a b l e s  a r e  

provided i n  t a b l e s  C-1 through C-6. 5 9 1  

591 These d a t a  w i l l  not  p r e c i s e l y  provide t h e  estimkes shown i n  t h e  t e x t  
t a b l e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  l o g i s t i c  r eg re s s ion  analyses, k a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no 
e r r o r  tern i n  a  l o g i s t i c  r eg re s s ion ,  t h e  sum of the e s t i m a t e s  and t h e  mean, 
a long  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r c e p t ,  does not  alwayr rum t o  thr s.mpLe w a n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
f o r c e  t h e  equa t ions  t o  be centered  around t h e  relevuit - (e.g. f o r  s e x u a l l y  
a c t i v e  15 t o  17 year  o l d s ) ,  t h e  i n t e r c e p t  term war djwted s o  that when all 
c o e f f i c i e n t s  were en te red  i n t o  t h e  equat ion  wi th  tlteir r e s p e c t i v e  means, t h e  
equa t ion  y i e l d e d  t h e  sample mean probab i l i t y .  The &fats  o f  changing t h e  
va lues  of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s  were then  c a l c u l a t e d  based am these f i g u r e s .  



TABLE C-1. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effect= of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Teen is Sexually Aciive 

Total population 

Estimated 
Factor coefficient Mean 

R C O W  
RSEXED 
n m i  
OTHER 
BLACK 
HISP 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
BEL 
AGE 
AGE*AGE 
POV 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
Intercept 
~2 
Somer's Dyx 

RCOMM: Comaunication with parents 
RSEXED: Sex education 
MEN1: Age at menarche 
OTHER: Other, non-Hispanic 
BLACK: Black, non-Hispanic 
HIS#: Hispanic 
LIV14: Living arrangement, age 14 
EWCHOM: b other's education 
DATE: Age at first date 
CATH: Religious denomination 
REL: Religious conoritment 
ACE: Age of teen 
AGE*AGE: Age squared 
POV: Income to needs ratio (~100) 
SCHOOL: Major activity, in school 
OTHER2: Major activity, other 
RURAL: Urbanlrural, rural 
HE: Region, northeast 
NC: Region, north central 
W: Region, west 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 level. 

 able continued on following page.) 



TABLE C-1. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Teen is Sexually Active--Continued 

Factor 

White 01 ac k 

Estimated Est imated 
coefficient Mean coefficient Me an 

RCOMM 
RS M E D  
MEN 1 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
ACE*AGE 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
biE 
NC 
W 
I tercept 
R 3 
Somer' s Dyx 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 level. 

(Table continued on following page.) 



TABLE C-1. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Teen is Sexually Active--Continued 

Factor 
Est imat ed Estimated 
coefficient Mean coefficient Mean 

RCOMM 
RS MED 
HEN1 
OTHER 
BLACK 
HI SP 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
RF= 
AGE 
AGE* AGE 
POV 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
Intercept 
~2 
Somer ' s Dyx 

* Statistically significant at Alpha-..05 level. 



TABLE C-2. Coef f i c ien t s  and Means Used t o  Calculate Ef fec t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on Age a t  F i r s t  Sex 

Total  population 

Estimated 
Fact o r  Coeff ic ient  Mean 

RCOMM 
RSMED 
UENl 
OTHER 
BLACK 
H I  SP 
LIV14 
EI)UCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
A G P A G E  
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
I n t e r c e p t  
~2  

RCOMM: C-nication with parents  
RSMED: Sex education 
MEN1: Age at menarche 
OTHER: Other, non-Hi spanic 
BLACK: Black, norrHispanic 
HISP: Hispanic 
IJV14: Living arrangement, age 14 
EDUCnOM: Hother's education 
DATE: Age a t  f i r s t  d a t e  
CATH: Religious denomination 
REL: Religious commitment 
AGE: Age of teen 
&PACE: Age squared 
POV: Income t o  needs r a t i o  ( ~ 1 0 0 )  
SCHOOL: h j o r  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  school 
OTHEBZ: Hajor a c t i v i t y ,  o t h e r  
RURAL: Urban/rural,  r u r a l  
#E: Region, nor theas t  
NC: Region, nor th  c e n t r a l  
W: Region, w e s t  

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  alpha a -05 l eve l .  



- 
TABLE C-2. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 

Characteristics on Age at First Sex-Continued 

By Race 

White Black 

Estimated Estimated 
Fact or Coefficient Mean Coefficient Mean 

RCOPIM 
R S M E D  
MEN1 
LIV14  
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
EEL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
Fov 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
Intercept 
~2 

* Statistically significant at Alpha .05 Level. 



TABLE C-2. C o e f f i c i e n t s  and Means Used t o  Calculate E f f e c t s  of 
Character is t ics  on Age a t  F ir s t  Sex-Continued 

Estimated Eatinuted 
Fact or  Coe f f i c i en t  Mean Coef f i c i en t  Mean 

RCOM 
RSMEI) 
MEN1 
OTHER 
BLACK ' 

HI SP 
L I V 1 4  
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
ACE 
AGE*ACE 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
I t ercept  
R 9 

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  A l p h a  = .O5 l e v e l .  



TABLE C-3. Coef f i c i en t s  and Means Used t o  Calcula te  E f f e c t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on the  P robab i l i ty  t h a t  a  Sexually Active 

Teen I s  Using Contraceptives 

Tota l  population 

Factor  
Estimated 

c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

RCOHM 
RS MED 
MEN1 
BLACK 
H I  SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCHOM 
DATE 
CAm 
REL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
CONSULT 
Pov 
SCBOOL . 
OTHER2 
RUBAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
PARI m 
FI RSTCON 
MTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEX1 AGE 
I n t e r c e p t  
~2 
Somer' s Dyx 

RCOIIM: Communication wi th  pa ren t s  
RSMED: Sex education 
mil: Age a t  menarche 
OTHER: Other, non-Hispanic 
B U C K :  Black, non-Hispanic 
HISP: Hispanic 
LIV14: Living arrangement, age 14 
EDUCMOM: Mother's education 
DATE: Age a t  f i r s t  d a t e  
CATH: Religious denomination 
BEL: R e 1  ig ious  coaprpi tment 
ACE: Age of teen  
ACE*ffiE: Age squared 
CONSULT: Consulted on contracept ion  
POV: Income t o  needs r a t i o  ( ~ 1 0 0 )  
SCHOOL: & j o r  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  school  
OTHER2: Major a c t i v i t y ,  o t h e r  
RURAL: U r b a d r u r a l ,  r u r a l  
a: Region, nor thea r t  
W: Region, nor th  c e n t r a l  
W: Region, w e s t  
,PARITY: bhrmber of previous c h i l d r e n  
FIRSTCON: Contracepted a t  f i r s t  sex 
TOTEXP: bhrnber of ch i ld ren  expected 
SEXFREQ: Frequency of  i n t e r c o u r s e  
SEXlACE: Age a t  f i r s t  sex 

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  Alpha = .05 l e v e l .  

(Table continued on following page. ) 



TABLE C-3. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Sexually Active 

Teen Is Using Contraceptives--Continued 

By Race 

White Black 

Est imat ed Estimated 
Factor coefficient Maan coefficient Mean 

RCOHM 
R S M E D  
MEN1 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
AGWAGE 
CONSULT 
Pov 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
PAR1 TI 
FIRSTCON 
TOTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEX1 AGE 
Intercept 

Somer' s Dyx 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 Level. 

(Table continued on following page.) 



TABLE C-3. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Sexually Active 

Teen Is Using Contraceptives--Continued 

Estimated Estinuted 
Factor coefficient Me an coefficient Mean 

RCOMM 
R S M E D  
MEN1 
BLACK 
HI SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CAm 
REL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
CONSULT 
Pov 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
blc 
W 
PAR1 TY 
FI RSTCON 
TOTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEX1 AGE 
Intercept 
~2 
Somer ' s Dyx 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = -05 level. 



TABLE C-4. C o e f f i c i e n t s  and Means Used t o  C a l c u l a t e  E f f e c t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  P r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  Teen 

Uses Medical Contracept ion 

To ta l  popula t ion  

Estimated 
Fac t  o r  c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

RCOMM 
BSMED 
MEN 1 
BLACK 
H I  SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
ACPAGE 
CONSULT 
m v  
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
PARI m 
FIRSTCON 
TOTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEX1 ACE 
I n t e r c e p t  

RCOPM: C a m t i o n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  
RSEXED: Sex educa t ion  
MEW: Age a t  menarche 
OTHER: Other ,  non-Hispanic 
BLACK: Black, non-Hispanic 
H I  SP: Hispanic 
LIV14: Liv ing  arrangement ,  age  14 
EDUCMOM: Mother 's educa t ion  
DATE: Age a t  f i r s t  d a t e  
CATH: Rel ig ious  denomination 
EEL: Rel ig ious  commitment 
ACE: Age of t een  
AGPAGE:  Age mquared 
CONSULT: Consulted on c o n t r a c e p t i o n  
POV: Income t o  needs r a t i o  ( ~ 1 0 0 )  
SCHOOL: Major a c t i v i t y ,  i n  s choo l  
OTHER2: Major a c r i v i t y ,  o t h e r  
RURAL: Urbm/mal, r u r a l  
NE: Region, mrthast 
E: Region, north c e n t r a l  
W: Region, uest 
PARITY: Number o f  previous  c h i l d r e n  
FIRSTCON: Contracepted a t  f i r s t  sex  
TOTEXP: lJuaber of c h i l d r e n  expec ted  
SEXFREQ: Fraquency of i n t e r c o u r s e  
SEXlAGE: Age a t  f i r s t  s ex  



TABLE C-4. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Tee!: 

Uses Medical Contraception--Continued 

By race 

- -- 

White Black 

Estimated Estimated 
coefficient Mean coefficient Me an 

RCOMM 
RS M E D  
HEN1 
BLACK 
HI SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CAm 
REL 
AGE 
ACE* AG E 
CQNSULT 
Pov 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
PAR1 Ti 
FIRSTCON 
TOTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEX1 AGE 
Intercept 

 able continued on following page.) 



TABLE C-4. C o e f f i c i e n t s  and Means Used t o  Ca lcu la t e  E f f e c t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  P r o b a b i l i t y  chat  a  Teen 

Uses Medical Contraception--Cmtinued 

B I. age 

Estimated Est imated 
c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

RCOMM 
RSMED 
HEN1 
BLACK 
H I  SP 
OTHER 
LXV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CAW 
REL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
CONSULT 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
PAR1 TY 
FIRSTCON 
TOTEXP 
SEXFREQ 
SEXlAGE 
I n t e r c e p t  

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  Alpha = .05 level. 



TABLE C-5. C o e f f i c i e n t s  and Means Used t o  C a l c u i l t e  E f f e c t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  P r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  Teen Has a  Baby, 

For A1 1 Teens 

To ta l  popula t ion  

Est imated 
c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

MAR1 
RCOMM 
RSMED 
MEN 1 
BLACK 
H I  SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
AGIPAGE 
POV 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
I n t e r c e p t  
~2  
Somer ' s  Dyx 

MAR1: Mar i t a l  s t a t u s  
RCOMM: Comun ica t ion  wi th  parents .  
RSEXED: Sex educa t ion  
M E N 1 :  Age a t  menarche 
OTHER: Other ,  non-Hispanic 
BLACK: Black, non-Hispanic 
HISP: Hispanic  
LIV14: Living arrangement ,  age 14 
EDUCHOM: Mother 's  educa t ion  
DATE: Age a t  f i r s t  d a t e  
CATH: Re l ig ious  denomination 
REL: Re l ig ious  c o m i t m e n t  
AGE: Age of t e e n  
AGE*AGE: Age squared 
POV: Income t o  needs r a t i o  ( ~ 1 0 0 )  
SCHOOL: Major a c t i v i t y ,  i n  school  
OTHER2: Major a c t i v i t y ,  o t h e r  
RURAL: U r b a d r u r a l ,  r u r a l  
NE: Region, n o r t h e a s t  
NC: Region, n o r t h  c e n t r a l  
W: Region, v e s t  

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  Alpha = .05 l e v e l .  
. 

(Table  cont inued  of fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE C-5. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability :tat a Teen Has a Baby, 

For All Teens--Con:;nued 

BJ race 

White Black 

Est imat ed Estimated 
coefficient Me an coefficient Me an 

MAR1 
RCOMM 
R S M E D  
HEN 1 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
AGEQAGE 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
Intercept 
~2 
Somer's Dyx 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 leveL. 

(Table continued on"fot1owing page.) 



TABLE C - 5 .  Coef f i c i en t s  and Means Used to  Calculate  E f f e c t s  of  
Character is t ics  on the Probabil i ty  that  a Teen Bas a  Baby, 

For A l l  Teens-Continued 

Estimated Estimated 
c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

MAR1 
RCOMM 
RSMED 
MEN 1  
BLACK 
HI SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CAW 
REL 
AGE 
AGE*AGE 
Pov 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
Intercept  



TABLE C-6. C o e f f i c i e n t s  and Means Used t o  Ca lcu la t e  E f f e c t s  of 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on t h e  P r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a  Teen Has a  Baby, 

Sexual ly  Active Teens Only 

To ta l  Popula t ion  

Estimated 
Fac t  o r  c o e f f i c i e n t  Mean 

nAR1 
RCOMM 
RSMED 
WEN1 
BLACK 
HISP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
ACE 
AGPACE 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
SEX1 AGE 
I t e r c e p t  
R 3 
Somer's Dyx 

W1: Marital s t a t u s  
RCOM4: Coaanraication wi th  p a r e n t s  
RSEXED: Sex educa t ion  
MEN1: Age a t  menarche 
OTHER: Other ,  non-Hispanic 
BLACK: Black, non-Hispanic 
HISP: Hispanic 
LIV14: Living arrangement,  age 14 
EWCMOM: Mother's educa t ion  
DATE: Age a t  f i r s t  d a t e  
CATH: Rel ig ious  denomination 
REL: Rel ig ious  colrmitment 
AGE: Age of t e e n  
ACE*AGE: Age squared 
POV: Incomc t o  needs r a t i o  ( ~ 1 0 0 )  
.SCHOOL: Major a c t i v i t y ,  i n  school  
OTHER2: Major a c t i v i t y ,  o t h e r  
RURAL: Urban/rural ,  r u r a l  
HE: Region, n o r t h e a s t  
NC: Region, n o r t h  c e n t r a l  
W: Region, west 
SMlACE: Age a t  f i r s t  s ex  

* S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  Alpha = .05 l e v e l .  

(Table cont inued  on fo l lowing  page.) 



TABLE C-6. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Teen Has a Baby, 

Sexually ~ctive Teens Only--Continued 

By race 
- -  -- 

White Black 

Est imated Estimated 
coefficient Mean coefficient Me an 

MAR 1 
RCOMM 
RSEXED 
MEN 1 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
POV 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
SEX1 AGE 
Intercept 
~2 
Somer' s Dyx 

."* 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 level. 

(Table continued on following page.) 
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TABLE C-6. Coefficients and Means Used to Calculate Effects of 
Characteristics on the Probability that a Teen Has a Baby, 

Sexually Active Teens Only--Continued 

Estimated Estimated 
coefficient Mean coefficient Mean 

MAR1 
RCOMM 
RS EXED 
nEN1 
BLACK 
HI SP 
OTHER 
LIV14 
EDUCMOM 
DATE 
CATH 
REL 
AGE 
AGPAGE 
mv 
SCHOOL 
OTHER2 
RURAL 
NE 
NC 
W 
SEX1 AGE 
Intercept 
~2 
somet ' s Dyx 

- - 

* Statistically significant at Alpha = .05 level. 


