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COMMITTEE NUMBERS, SIZES, ASSIGNMENTS,
AND STAFF: SELECTED HISTORICAL DATA

SUMMARY

The long periods of gradual growth and the intervals of decline in the
number and size of committees and subcommittees and their staffs can be
explained primarily by the major congressional reorganization acts, periodic
rules changes, party caucus reforms, and informal changes to meet emerging
needs and demands. The development of today’s committee system is a product
of internal congressional reforms, but national forces also have played a role.

This report contains data on the numbers and sizes of committess and
subcommittees and on Members’ assignments since 1845, During the past 50
years, the number of House standing committees has been stable, but the
number of subcommittees increased considerably from the 1940’s through the
1970°s. Total House and joint committees and subconmmittees peaked at 199 in
1975. Dramatic cuts, primarily in the last two Congresses, have left 110 such
panels.

As the number of House committees and subcommitiees increased during
the post-war perioed, so did the number of assignments per Representative. The
average doubled from three to six from 1947 to 1975, and crept to seven in 1987.
Today’s lower average of five assignments per Representative can be ateributed
to stricter assignment limitations and cuts in the number of committees and
subcommittees during the last two Congresses.

As in the House, the number of Senate standing committees has been
relatively constant, but subcommittees increased dramatically by the 1870’s. At
least three Senate reform efforts have since reversed the upward trend in total
Senate and joint committees and subcommittees, Today’s figure of 92 is less
than half the high of 190 reached in the mid-1970°s. The average number of
assignments per Senator also increased from the 1940’ to the 1970%s, and
peaked in the mid-1970°s al almost 18. Due to periodic reforms, today the
typical Senator serves on 10 Senate and joint committees and subcommittees,

Despite the reductions in assignments and committees and subcommittees,
the sizes of standing committees and subcommittees have erept upward during
the 50-year pericd reviewed here. Figures for 1995 reflect the largest average
size. In 1995, Ilouse standing committees and subcommittees averaged 40 and
15 Members respectively; 18 was the average Senate standing committee size,
with nine as the average size for each subcommittee.

This reports also containe data on commitiee staff sizes from 1979 through
1995. By 1979, House standing committee staff was nearly three times larger
than it was in 1970, Staff gize subsequently levelled off, until reductions in
1995 cut total House committee staff by one-third compared to the 1994 level,
Senate standing committee stalf nearly doubled during the 1970°s. On three
subsequent oceasions the Senate made notable culs to commitsee stafls, making
the 1995 figure one-third lower than the 1979 figure.
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COMMITTEE NUMBERS, SIZES, ASSIGNMENTS, AND STAFF:
SELECTED HISTORICAL DATA

INTRODUCTION

The long periods of gradual growth and the intervals of decline in the
number and size of committees and subcommittees and their staffs reflect
several influences. Faclors affecting committees inchude the major congressional
reorganization acts, periodie rules changes, party caucus reforms, and informal
changes in practice and procedures to meet emerging needs and demands, While
development of the committee system is a product of internal copgressional
reforms, national foreces also have played a role. The Great Depression and
World War II greatly expanded the legislative agenda and inspired the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946, from which the modern Congress is
customarily dated.  Outside forces also spurred a second bicameral
reorganization act twenty-four yesrs later. New complex policy areas, an
increasingly dominant executive branch, and low opinion polls were cited by
supporters of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970. The periodic reforms
in the last twenty-five years resulted from Membere’ responses to such
developments as well as to their own desire to improve the organization and
operation of their institusion.

This report provides data and other information on the numbers and sizes
of comimnittees and subcommittess and on Members’ assignments to them since
1945, The data for the 104th Congress are current as of the Spring of 1995.
The report also contains figures on the size of cach committee’s staff from 1979
through March 31, 1995}

Specitically, the report first discuases the size of House and Senate standing
committees and their subcommittees. By chamber, it then addresses the number
of committees and subeommitrees, the assignment of Members 1o ecommittees
and subcommitiees, and the size of commiltee staffe. Following this discussion
are ten tables containing figures which serve as the basis of the discussion. The
final section is an appendix listing the major reform committess mentioned in
the report by name, or referenced by the reform measure that resulted from the
committee’s work. It also containg one or two citations to the work of each
committee if further information is desired.

The information in this report sometimes differentiates between standing
and non-standing committees, The term standing committees refers to the
permanent panels identified in chamber rules, which also list the jurisdiction of
each. In their areas, standing committees consider bills and issues and

! Data on the size of each committee’s staff is readily available only since 1979.
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recommend measures for consideration by the respective chambers, as well as
conduct oversight of agencies, programs, and activities. Most standing
committees recommend authorized levels of funds for government operations
and for new and existing programs within their jurisdiction.

The term non-standing committee is used in this report to describe the
joint, sclect, special, and other panels of Congress. The joint committees usually
are permanent panels that conduct studies or perform bousskeeping tasks
rather than consider measures. Members of both chambers serve on them.
Conference committees, temporary joint committees formed to resolve differences
in House- and Senate-passed versions of a particular measure, arc not addressed

by this report.

Some of Congress’s select, special, and other commiiftees are permanent
while others have been temporary. Often one has been established because the
standing committee system does not address an issue effectively, or because a
particular event sparks interest in an investigation. Sometimes these panels
conduct investigations and studies, sometimes they consider measures. The
House and Senate Intelligence Committees are examples of select committees
with legislative jurisdiction; thev consider measures and recommend them for
action by the chambers.

While some non-standing committees form subcommittees, subcommittees
are mostly a phenomenon of standing commitiees. These subunits are assigned
specific tasks, such as oversight and the initial consideration of issues and
measures, in particular areas within guidelines established by their parent
committees.

HOUSE AND BENATE
HBize of Commitiees and Subcommitices (Table 1)

Today as in the past, the average size of a House standing committee is
roughly twice as large as the average Scnate standing committee. House
subecommittees of standing commitices currently are about two-thirds larger
than their Senate counterparts, The larger size of the House committees and
subcommittees is primarily due to the larger size of the chamber; the House is
more than four times the size of the Senare.

The average sizes of House and Senate standing committees have increased
overall since 1947, After the 1946 Reorganization Act established the modern
commitiee system, the average size of a Housge sfanding committees was twenty-
five. At the start of the 1041h Congress (1995-1996), standing committees were
larger than ever, averaging forty Members. Also, the size of their subcommittees
grew somewhat steadily during the last fifty vears, doubling between the 80th
and 104th Congresses (18947-19956).

The increase in both House committee and subcommittee size can be
attributed to a variety of factors including increasing demands on them,
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Members’ calls for more assignments, and the need of party leaders’ for more
assignments to distribute. The recent decline in the number of panels may have
contributed to the inerease in the number of Members on remaining committees
and subcommittess.

The average membership for a Senate standing committee has increased
since 1947 from about 13 to 18 Senators. The average size of their
subcommittees also has increased. reaching its highest level of nine Senators in
the 104th Congress (1995-1996). While still small, the rypieal subcommittee
grew by 74 percent from 1947 to 1995,

Senale committee and subcommittee sizes have been affected by changes in
the structure of the committee system. For example, when the Scnate cut three
committees in 1977, the size of the average committee increased by two
members. The 104th Congress (1995-1996) reduced the number of standing
subcommittees by 18, but increased their average size slightly.

Table 1 depicts the average size of Senale and House standing committees
and subcommittees from 1945 to the present.

HOUSE OF BEPRESENTATIVES
Number of Committees and Subcommittees, Table 2

The House has used commitiees since the first Congress, when it created
standing Committees on Elections und Enrolled Bills as well as numerous
temporary committees. The House steadily increased its reliance on standing
comimittees during the mineteenth cenwury. and following the Civil War the
committee system expanded rapidly. The number of House standing committees
peaked ar 61 in 1913. Despite reforms to reduce this figure during the early
decades of the twentieth century, by mid-century the House commitree aysiem
had grown too large and disorganized o facilitate effective polieymaking.
Congress responded by enacting the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1948, one
goal of which was to gvstematize and reorganize the committee systems of the
House and Senate. Often regarded as the blueprint of the contemporary
Congress, the 1946 Act dramatically reduced the number of Iouse standing
committees from 48 in the 79th Congress (1945-46) to 19 in the 80th Congress
(1947-48),

Since then the number of standing committees has remained fairly
constant, increasing gradually to a high of 22 in the 93rd Congress (1973-1974).
For the next two deeades the House operated with 22 standing committees. The
drop to 19 in the 104th Congress (1995-1996) is the largest change in the
number of standing committees since 1946, The new majority party in the
104th Congress (1995-1996; advanced a plan, which the Ilousc adopted, that
returned the number of standing committees to 19 by eliminating the Committee
on Merchanl Marine and Fisheries and by combining three others to form the
Committee on Government Reform and Oversight.
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Over the past 50 years the House has always used far fewer non-standing
committees than standing ones, but the number of select, special, joint, and
other commiitees has changed over time. For the first decade of this period, the
Houge relied on a handful of select and special committees in each Congress. but
by the 84th Congress (1955-1956) only one such panel remained. In the 9lst
Congress (1969-1970). the House created a second, and in subsequent
Congresses through the 102nd (1991-1992) the House had between three and
seven select and special committees. Since the 103rd Congress (1993-1994),
when four select panels were not renewed, the Permanent Select Committce on
Intelligence has been the House’s only non-standing committec. (Table 5
identifies the House’s 19 standing committees and one select committee.)

Representatives served on between five and cleven joint committess in all
years from 1945 through 1978, with Congress averaging nine joint committees
to handle matters affecting both chambers. Since the 96th Congress (1979-
1980, only four permanent joint committees have been in operation, and in the
103rd Congress the creation of a temporary joint committee made five, For the
last iwo Congresses the joint committees have operated without subcommittees,
although in the contemporary Congress they have spawned as many as 16
subcommittees in a single Congress.

In contrast to the fairly stable number of standing committees in the last
fifty years, the number of subcommittees of standing committees increased
gradually in response 1o the govermment’s expansion into new, more complex
policy areas and the corresponding need for specialization, as well as to demands
from Members for panels to lead. From a low of 62 such subcommittees in the
81st Congress (1949-1950). the figure had doubled (125) by the 93rd Congress
(1973-1974). To ecounter the resistance of some full committee chairs to
establishing subcommittees, in 1975 the House set a minimum number of
subcommirttees for most standing committees (four). This change provided more
opportunitics for Members to obtain leadership of a subcommittee. Partly as a
result, the number of subcommittees of standing committees increased over the
next few Congresses, peaking in the 96th Congress (1979-1980) at 150.

Tn the past fifteen years the Housc has reduced the number of
subcommittees of standing committees. The number declined slightly in 1981
when scheduling difficulties and disputes over subcommittee jurisdiction led the
Democratic Caucus to limit the number of subcommittees per committee (except
Appropriations) to between six and eight. Further reductions were made in the
103rd Congress (1893-1994), when a Democratic Caucus rule capped most
"exclusive” and "major” committees at six subcommittees, while "non-major”
committees were restricted to five.? A change in House rules at the start of the
104th Congress further restricted the number of subcommittees to no more than
five for most committees, leaving 84 subcommittees of standing committees.

2 The House Democratic Caucus classifies committees into three categories (exclusive.
major, and non-major) lo assign members to committees. The list of committees
currently in each category is contained in Rule 1§ of the Preamble and Rules of the
Democratic Caucus, One Hundred and Fourth Congress, February 27, 1995,
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The 104th Congress {(1995-1996) total of 110 House and joint committees
and subcommittees on which Representatives serve is the lowest figure in the
last four decades (for which totals are available). Noteworthy are the dramaric
decreases of the last two Congresses. The 103rd Congress (1993-1994) changes,
among them the subcommitice limitations and the elimination of most select
panels. led to a 19 percent reduction over the previous Congress (185 to 149).
The 1994 election of a Republican majority for the first time in 40 vears spurred
a reduetion in 1995 in the Lotal number of House panels by another 26 percent
{from 149 to 110).

Specific data on the number of committees and their subcommitiees from
1945 to the present are displayed in Table 2.

Assignments to Committees and Subcommitiees, Tables 3 and 4

As the number and gize of committees and subcommittecs increased during
the post-war period, so did the average number of assignments per Member.
¥rom the 80th to the 94th Congress (1947-1976} the average number of
committee and subcommitiee assignments per Member doubled from three to six.
Members’ demands for service on additional commiitees were being met. One
goal of the legislative reforms in the 18970 s was to increase the number of
panels and the number of committee and subcommitiee slots and leadership
- positions for rank and file Members.

The increased number of assignments eventually led to difficulties in
scheduling and in obtaining guorums at meetings. In the late 1970°s, the
Demoeratic Caucus limited its Members to five subcommittee assignments,
though exemptions were granted. The average number of assignments per
Member crept {0 seven in the 100th Congress (1987-1988); it returned to six in
the 108rd Congress (1993-1894) due to a one-{ifth reduction in all committees
and subeommittees.,  Still, half of the House Members had more than six
assignments. The 104th Congress (1995-1996) restricted most committees to no
more than {ive subcommittees, and set a general maximum of six committee and
subcommittee assignments per Momber. decreasing the average number of total
assignments to below five for the first time since 1966,

Detailed information concerning committee assignments in the Ilouse is
provided in Tables 3 and 4. Table 3 covers the total number of commitiee and
subcommittee aggignments from 1945 to the present, as well as the mean
number of assignments per Member. Table 4 containg data only from the three
most recent Congresses, but provides a specific tabulation of how many
Represcntatives had a certain number of assignments.

Htaff of Committees and Subcommittees, Tables 5 and 8

Although committees were authorized staff as early as the middle of the
nineteenth century, it was not until the passage of the 1946 Act that modern
staffing arrangements began. The Act allowed most standing committees to hire
ten permanent employees. In the years following the 1946 Act, the House
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authorized additional staff for most committees by laws such as the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1970 and by resolutions such as H.Res. 988 (1974), arising
out of the work of the Select Committee on Commitiees ("Bolling Commitiee”).

The staff of House committees has increased considerably since 1946, with
the most dramatic growth occurring in the 1970°s. By 1979, House standing
committee staff was nearly three times larger than in 1970, incressing from
approximately 700 to 1900. A number of reasons have been cited for this
increase. First, the internal reform movement increased minority staff and took
the exclusive power to hire committee staff away from the commitiee chairmen.
Second. the number of subcommittees increased, and hence the need [or more
people to staff them. Third, committees were confronting larger legisiative
workloads to deal with new and increasingly complex issues such as energy and
the environment. Larger staffs allowed committees to investigale more issues,
hold more hearings, and write more legislation. Fourth, fhe Congress wanted
to avoid excessive dependency upon the executive branch for information.

The number of total House commitiee staff lavelled off around 1980, partly
to save money and partly because the demands of Congress were being satisfied.
From 1980 to 1994, staff ranged from a low of 1,801 (in 1981} to a high of 2,285
{in 1991), a difference of twenty percent. In 1995, in accordance with the new
Republican majority’s campaign promises, committee staff were reduced by one-
third. The resolution providing for reduced committee funding passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support. Total committes staff went from 2,001 in
1994 0 1,317 in 1995.

Table 5 presents the number of sraff for each committee from 1979 to
1995.% It includes the staff of commitiees eliminated before the 104th Congress,
but the table is bazed on the 1995 committee structure. Where name changes
occurred, comparison was made to the corresponding committee (e.g., National
Security is compared to the former Armed Services). The staff of the
Committees on Post Office and Civil Service and the District of Columbia were
added to the Committee on Government Operations in the years 1878-1994 for
comparison with the new Government Reform and Oversight Commitice. The
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, eliminaled in 1995 (with
jurisdiction transferred to multiple committees) and other committees eliminated
before 19895 are reflected in the second half of the table as "other committees.”

Table & provides a direct comparison between the staff of committees in
1994 and the staff of committees in 1995, reflecting the number and percentage
of staflf reductions on each committee.

" Data on the size of each committee’s staff is readily available only since 1979.
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SENATE
Number of Commitiees and Subcommittees, Table 7

Like the House, the Senate also has used committees since its first
meetings. The Senate’s early reliance on ad hoc committees soon gave way to
the establishment of permanent standing committees, 12 of which were created
in 1816. Throughout the nineteenth eentury the Senate committee system grew
steadily, its growth mirroring the growth of the Nation. Tn the peak year, 1913,
the Senate had 74 standing committees; this unwieldy arrangement prompted
a 1821 reform to eliminate 40 minor, superfluous, or moribund panels. But the
struggle to coordinate war policy during World War I indicated a need for
further reform, and in 1946 Congress responded with the Legislative
Heorganization Act.

Among its changes, the 1946 Act reduced the number of standing
committees in the Senate from 33 to 15. Since then the change has been slight.
The number crept up, peaking al 18 in the mid 1870°s. In 1977, the Senate
shifted committee jurisdictions and eliminated three standing committees
{District of Columbia, Post Office and Civil Service. and Aeronautieal and Space
Sciences), based on a reform proposal by the first Temporary Seleet Commirtee
to Study the Senate Committee System {"Stevenson-Brock Committee”). In the
97th Congress (1981-1982), the Select Committee on Small Business was
elevated to a standing committee; 16 standing committees have existed since.
{(Table 10 identifies the Senate’s 16 standing committees, as well as the four
non-standing committees.?)

The Senate, like the House, has used more standing committees than any
other type of committee over the past 50 years. During this time, between one
and seven select, special. or other committees have handled pariicular igsues for
the Senate, with four such panels existing since 1989. Senators, too, met with
House counterparts to deal with business affecting both bodies on between five
and eleven joint committees from 1945 through 1978, During those years, on
average Congress had nine joint committees, Each Congress since the 96th
{1879-1980) has used four permanent joint committees, and a temporary joint
committee alsc was created in the 103rd Congress (1993-1994), making five.
During the last two Congresses joint committees did not create subcommittees,
whereas in the earlier years there were as many as 16 joint subcommittees.

Subcommittees, primarily a phenomenon of standing committees, increased
in number as well as importance in the Senate from the 1940°s to the 1970s,
The figure of 81 in the 80th Congress (1947-1948) more than doubled to 127 in
the 93rd Congress (1973-1974). The growth in the number of subcommittees
reflects the Federal Government’s expansion into new policy areas. efforts to
disperse committee leadership authority, and attempts to foster specialization.

* The Commiittee on Indian Affairs is a non-standing committee, although the Senate
dropped the term “select” from its title in 1993,
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Since the mid-1970’s, periodic reforms have reversed the earlier trend of
increasing subcommittees. In 1977, the recommendations of the Stevenson-
Brock Committee led to a reduction of about one-fifth in the number of
subcommittees (from 122 to 96). The figure rose somewhat in 1981, partly
becausze the Select Commitiee on Small Business was elevated to a standing
committee.

The Senate’s number of committees and subcommittees and assignments
were examined in 1984 by the second Temporary Select Committes to Study the
Senate Committee System ("Quavle Committee”). Largely as a result of this
Committee’s work, in 1985 the numbers of assignments per Senafor and of
subcommittees were reduced. Fourteen subcommitiees of standing committees
were eliminated, leaving 88, This figure varied little until the 104th Congress
(1995-1996), which cut 18 subcommitlees of standing committees. The reduction
brought the number of subcommittees to ite lowest level since 1954, Reductions
in committee budgets, and concerns ahout the number of panels and
assignments, prompted committees to cut back on their subunits,

The 104th Congress (1995-1996) total of 92 Senate and joint committees
and subcommitiees is the lowest figure in the four decades for which totals are
available. The upward trend in the number of these panels into the 1970’s has
been met with cuts over the past two decades. Notable reductions in committees
and subcommittees resulted from the work of the Stevenson-Brock and Quayle
Committees and contemporary pressures for reform and budget savings.

Specific information on the number of commwitiees and their subcommittees
from 1945 to the present is provided in Table 7.

Assignments to Committees and Subcommittees, Tables 8 and ©

The average number of committee assignments per Senator gradually
increased from the 1940’s to the 1970°s, peaking at almost 16 during the mid-
1870°s. In 1977. after the Stevenson-Brock Committee reforms, the total
number of sommittee and subcommittee seals was cut by about one-third. and
the typical Senator served on 10 or 11 committees and subcommittees.

In the 95th Congress (1983-1984), however, the average rose to 12 because
one cormmittee and several subcommittees had been added, and a significant
number of exemptions to the assignment limitations werc granted. In 1983, 43
Senators were authorized committee assignments, and 16 received subcommittee
slots, beyond the limitations that took effect in 1977,

In 1985, in response to the Quayle Committee recommendations, the
limitations on assignments were more strictly enforced; the average dropped fo
around 11 per Senator, where it stayed for a decade. Following the change in
party control for the 104th Congress, the average number of assignments per
Senator dropped to 10. At the same time the number of Sepators with more
than 10 assignments went from roughly two-thirds to one-third (from 62 to 35).
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Fewer subcommittees and stricter enforcement of assignment limitations
contributed to the decrease.

Tables 8 and 9 present information on committee assignments. Table 8
provides the number of committee and subcommittee assignments from 1945 to
the present, as well as the mean number of assignments per Senator. Table 9
containg data only from the last three Congresses, but provides a specific count
of how many Senators had a certain number of assignments.

Staff of Committees and Subcommitiees, Table 10

The Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 first permitted most Senate
committees to hire a permanent complement of ten staff each, thereby
establishing the modern staffing arrangement. The staff of Senate standing
committees has since grown notably, especially in the 1970°s. In 1970 the
Senate had approximately 600 standing committee staff; the figure nearly
doubled to around 1.100 by 1979, The growth reflects the commiliees’ requests
for larger staffs to conduct more investigations and handle more legislation. as
well as the desire to avold excessive reliance on the executive branch for
information and to establish an independent hasis for decisionmaking. The
growth, however, was not steady during the 1970°s. In 1977. standing
committee staff fell fourteen percent, due partly to a reduction in the number
of subcommittees and a shift of certain commiltee employees to Members’
personal payrolls.”

Senate commitiees began the 1980°s with a total of 1.212 employees. In the
following year, a newly consolidated proeess for funding commirtees along with
committee budget cuts caused a drop in staff of 11 percent (to 1,074).
Committee staff gize then levelled out; from 1981 to 1993, Senate committees
employed a minimum of 1,023 and a maximum of 1,124 staff. The constancy can
be largely attributed to budget congtrainis and the fact that the legislative and
investigative needs of the committees were adequately met.

To adjust to significanl cuts in their 1993 budgets, Senate committees
trimmed their staff hy 15 percenl Lo 961 employees. In 1995, the Senate
achieved a goal of the new Republican majority by accomplishing sizeable cuts
in committee hudgets and staffs. The resull was an 18 percent staff cut to 791
employees, the lowest figure in the 15 years covered by Table 10. These receni
staff reducrions, supported widely by both parties, reflect the movement to cut
government spending.

Table 10 portrays the number of staff for cach committee from 1979 to the
presentks

5 The 1975 adoptior: of 8.Ree. 60 allowed each Senator to hire & maxin:um of three assistants
to handle commitiee work related to the Member’s assigned commiztees. While originally counted
a8 committee emplovees, in 1977 these staff were shifted to perszonal office payrolls.

% Data on the size of each committee’s staff is readily available only since 1979.
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Table 1. Average Number of Members Serving on Senate and House
Standing Committees and Their Subcommitiees,
79th-104th Congress'
Benate Subeommitiees House Subeommittees
Congress Standing of Senate Stending of House
Conrmitiees Standing Committees Bianding
Commiftees Commitiees

78 (1045-48; 149 T 206 78

0 64T 48 13.4 5.5 25.4 73

& (IB48-5 13.5 5.0 263 &6

82 11851-52 185 1 GE R 64

83 (185354 141 BT a7 g8

84 (185556 141 59 28 8 8.0

85 {1657-58) 4.9 £.2 28.7 56

84 + 1958-60) 5.6 7.3 25.7 8.1

87 1188152 158 7.2 29 4 HE

48 11965-84) 16.0 7 505 134

89 L1G65-66) 156 7.3 504 18.2

50 e 15.8 7 20.5 10.2

81 11968-70t 153 BRE 30.1 0.8

92 (1971-72) 14.6 78 313 12 1

93 1197874 143 T 524 122

94 {17574 1432 7.0 85.4 115

5 (1977 T 152 6.9 85.2 118
96 1187984, 15.5 7.4 846 13 3
&7 VIDBT-82: 178 5.8 842 112

45 (1u8E-82, 54 76 847 12.3

59 (LER5 56 7.4 T8 35.5 124
1419 (1837 85 183 81 36.7 180
161 11636901 18.3 88 878 130
162 1169192 154 8.3 387 184
108 1198504 154 87 4 14.8
g 199596 184 9.2 405 5.3

Data in rhis zabls are derived from figures in accorepanying tables on numbers of, and assignments o, rormmitloes and
subeommirtees since 1945,

Data are current as of rhe Spring of <955
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Table 2. Number of House Commitiees and Their Subcommitiees, 79th-104th Congress
Helect and Bpecinl
Stapding Committees Commitiees doint Commitiees Subtotals
Congress Number, Numbor, Numbuoer, Number, Nurber, | Nember, Full Subeor- PTQ:;E
Full Sab Full Sub ; Full Suab Coremitiony | miltoes
79 {1945-46) 48 a7 T 9 6 NA A1 N4 NA
B0 L1B4T-48) 19 162 g A g Na i1 MNa A
81 1194556 14 62 2 NA if- NA 31 Na WA
82 (1951-38 19 T3 1 Na 8 MNA a2 Na KA
53 11958-54) 18 81 2 NA 14 MNA 31 M4 MA
34 ¢1955-66 18 85 1 ] 10 i1 a0 01 131
8& LZUS7-E8) 1% 124 1 6 el i# i Tadd 161
a6 t1855-69; 26 130 1 7 12 & 82 155 167
87 (188 1-62 20 125 i 7 2] Iz kil 146 176
58 118668-684) 20 121 1 4 1 1% 41 155 169
&3 < 1985-86) 20 125 1 T 1 14 a2 148 178
g (196758 23 135 i # 13 i 8 156 188
#li {1 8968-T 21 160 2 é ] ih ) 151 184
92 11971-723 21 123 & & & 15 a2 14§ 173
83 1973-T4 22 125 & 7 g 15 37 145 183
G4 {1976-T6 232 1498 3 4 T 14 22 1487 199
& (EUTT-T8) pritd 146 7 8 & il H4 157 181
98 1878-80, ot} 1501 B & £ A a1 1858 184
g7 {1881-8%: 22 e 3 7 i g 28 155 182
68 <18483-84 22 148G 3 z 4 6 81 157 158
g9 | (1986-56: 22 140 5 2 ¥ 4 ] 31 158 o6
108 L {GBT-A8) ield sl A 14 4 & 32 ‘67 ‘a4
160} 135860y o] 138 A g 4 & 31 158 166
162 1190105 23 155 & 11 [ ] 31 154 185
108 | 198384 22 118 1 5 3 ¢ 28 121 149
1041 (1HUS-UE 4 B4 1 2 4 0 24 #5 118

Source: Data through the 102nd Congress are taken from 1S, Library of Congress. Congressional Research Service, Workload end Activity
Report: US. Howse of Reproses 2etives. Beport No, BA-707 GOV, by Bobert. WMoon and Caro! Hards Vincent., Warhington, 1983, p. 22, For all Corgresses,
uness olherwize noted soa e inchude the Congressionnl Reorrd: lista of zommities pesignments published By ke Clerk of the Houso: Brownson,
Congressional Braff Directory: Congressional Quarterly, Congressiconal Quarterly Almanac and Con gressiona! Garter{y Weekly Heport: Weat Publishing
Co L. Code Congressivna!l and Adminisirotive News. and Monitor Publishing Co., Congressional Yellow Book.

WA indicates than the infermation is nat veadily availakle.
 13ata are cursent as of the Boring of 195,
Z pg of the 94th Congress. this figure includes Budget Cowamittes Task Forces. Task Forees of cther standing commiizees are not included.

? Aq of the 39¢h Congress, this figure incledes rask forces,
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Table 3. House Committee Assignments, 79th-104th Congress

Total Number of Committoe Aﬂsigumemsj

Mean Nomber of Commities As-ﬁigmnﬂntﬂg

Subcommiitess | Select, Special, Suheommitiees | Select, Spevial,
Stauding of Standing & Joint Standing of Slnnding & Jdoint .
Congress Comumittoes | Commitiees Committess Total Clommitiens Committses Cominitioes- Total
i (1614 5-486) 941 TH3 P19 ihuh 42 17 [ 4.2
A 11947.43) 484 42 A8 1,280 11 1.7 0.1 2.4
#1 (1848 Hin 451 535 6 1Bt 1.1 1.2 0.2 a5
82 (EBGT.02) 441 611 T8 1,189 1 1a (U] 27
83 LERAA 4) 548 870 66 1,262 1 1.5 0.2 KA
84 (1455-56) 42 765 6 1,423 1A 148 0.3 33
85 (1957-68) 44 uis 145 1.669 1A 2 .3 5.8
a6 { 1959.68M) 575 1,085 144 Lald 1.4 25 4.4 12
87 L1H6 1 62 584 1,128 161 LET3 LA L8 04 18
B8 11963-61; fitd 1,211 17 1942 1.4 2R 3 4.5
89 {1965-66) A0 1474 171 2,047 1.4 2.9 0.4 4.7
90 11D67-68) B By 187 2,174 14 3.2 [t 5.0
91 11969-T0} 637 [t 146 2,228 1.5 34 0.4 A1
02 11871-72) 674 1,460 P16 2,440 1.5 3.3 0.5 fi 4
0] 187074y Ti0 HSHY 281 R RV 1.6 35 0.5 .7
28] (197876} T 1719 Zio 2689 18 &.8 0.5 6.2
4h 197774 T8 1,7Ti6 %54 27561 1.8 ER] 0.6 i)
98 1978-R0) i 1662 212 2,508 17 Ry 148 6.2
a7 T19R1-RD) TaT 161 280 3,506 1.7 R 05 &8
i (106884 Thh 1710 27 2,762 [ 3y 06 63
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Table 3. House Committee Assignments, 79th-104th Congress
Total Number of Commitiee Assignmemm‘l Masn Number of Cormmitics A:;Bignmentsz
siubcommiitess | Select, Special, Subeommitices | Holost, Spocial,
Sitanding of S8landing & oJoint Btanding of Hinnding & Joiat
Cleangeron Comraitiees | Committees Committees® Total Clommitboos Cinrmitteey Committees" Tadal
o8 {1985 686) 781 [ 324 2,838 1.5 hiR] 07 1]
LY (1957 -68) U7 LA22 431 3,060 1.8 4.1 10 7.0
1] {1988-9() 814 1,791 a6 2,858 1.4 41 ng 8.3
108 (1991-82) 851 1,518 AdH 3,0uT 1.9 4.1 1.0 T.0
103 {1998.-94) 4649 1,746 ai 4,70 2.0 4.0 hi 8.2
1wt «1995-06) T 1ARE 61 2,114 Le 29 01 1.8

Bourees Dara through the 102nd Congress ave tuken lom 1R Library of Congress. Congressional Resoarsh, Sivvien, Workload and Activity Report: U.S, House of Repre- vnitaitves.
Keport No. 93-707 GOV, by Rubart Muon nnd Caral Hardy Yincent. Washirgton, 1990, p. 28

Deats for the T8th Congrops are compiled from US. Congress, Juint Commilivn on the Orgunization of Congress, Hearings, T0th Cong., 1wl Sess.. March 1s-June 28, 1945, Washington.
B 40 RA, 1045, p. 1054 For all other Congrrases s, soureos welnde Bats of commitios ssvignments publishiod by the Olurlk of the House of Representatives. Brownson, Corgrossionagd

Staff Iirectory; Congressionel Quarberly Almenne e Congressional Quarterly Weekly Repoet, Weat Pablishing Co | UK. Code Congressional and Adminivtraiine News: and Monitor
Publishing Co., Congressional Yeltow Boek

! Reginning with the 98nd Congress, Delegules and Rewident, { vmmissioners were permwitted to vote in eommitiee. Acrordingly. since then they have been rounted in (hese figures
in the 304th Conywess there weve 4735 Repr erptatives, fomr Delopates, sod one Resident Commissioner. for a total of 440 Membors,

F oy . : . - .y . . : 3 1 - <
# This figare iz derived by Jividing the numbor of comuiites wmipnmenta by the nuwmber of Members, which was 435 from tlie T9th Congross to the 91st Congress; 488 in the 92nd
Congress; 439 trom ihe 93rd Congress w the $70h Covgrers, and 440 from the 88th Congress fo the 104h Congross

N
< Figures tefleet oY [ouse members of select, spieial and joint commitless nndd their subcommittees.

# Pata ave curront as of the Spuivg of 1865
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Table 4. Distribution of Represeniatives
by Number of Commitiee and Bubcommitiee Assignments,
102nd-104th Congress’
Mumber of Heprosentatives
Number of
Assignments 102nd Congress 103rd Congress 164th Congress’
1 3 3 &
2 g il 23
3 39 687 88
4 46 45 57
5 35 37 85
6 51 57 07
7 94 118 a2
& &7 &7 18
g 44 32 g
10 26 11 1
11 G 4 G
12 4 4 G
13 & G O
14 1 9 g
5 0 0 0
8 0 0 0
17 1 0 0
! &:g@iﬁiﬁ?ﬁp\;ﬁ;erg 67 80 45

Houres engressional Yellow Book, Menitor Publishing Co., Washington, D C.. 1891 and 1992 eds. for 102nd. Fall ed., 1890 for
10874 and Spring ed . 1085 for 104tL.

£ Figures inciude House standing, sclect, and joint committees and their subcommittess They do sol rellect Jeadership positions,
or assigrimenls 1o cauctses, task lorees. boards, or commissions

The Spenlc r nnd Minorily Leader do not serve on standing, select, or jeint committees except in an ex-officie capacisy. Thus for
the 102nd Cengreas. data are provided for 458 Members, For the 1930d Congress, data are provided for 457 Members because there
was also one vavaney at tids fime, Kor the 104th Cengress, data are provided for 136 Members because. in addition, the Majority
Leader and Minority Whip did not serve on any committees.

2 Tiata sro currant as of e Buring of 1998,

2 These sverages differ from the table "House Committes Assignments, 78th-104 h Congress” by as much as 0.2, The differences
result from using data from different sources as availabie for the respective time periods
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Table 5. House Commitiee Staff, 197619054

Current Clomsmittons®

1878 | 108G | 1981 | 1862 | 1983 | 1084 | 1885 | 1986 | 1087 | 1988 | 1080 | 1ovo | 1901 | 1502 | 1903 1984 | 1695
Agrieuliarn i i 62 62 [ 62 65 57 ¥ Yy i) 87 649 &8 68 Kl 46
Appropriations 181 124 137 138 147 170 194 197 ] A6 200 200 £14 214 k1] 412 148
Hanking and Finanefal Services 148 96 a7 L 47 a1 a9 an fa e 141 1in 1% 102 46 84 58
Burdgnt, 81 54 a5 Hd 47 85 o Tus 114 Ak Ll 1 99 T s a8 A1
Cusmeer 1h4 146 140 140 150 153 167 140 141 [ 15k 140 162 44 140 134 M
Ecoummnle and Fducational
Upportunities 120 134 171 105 115 140 L5 11 114 bt g 1ib 117 115 104 104 1Y
Government, Beform and
Crversigh o 191 192 1848 (2] b b 200 218 195 195 194 301 204 20R 205 145 182 H1
[ouse ﬂvnmight'{ 266 250 25t ah% 2406 266 2454 254 73 277 288 286 414 320 318 316 51
Tnternational Relations 83 4] Aa Bh He 5 a2 & A 5] jot 191 1416 102 93 92 5]
Judirinry B4 84 8] 74 #i &1} T8 78 78 82 Ta 4 5 T3 6 67 Stk
Maliunal Seeurity 47 50 48 fitt 04 &2 it} gu 63 67 68 H: 1 42 B 85 46
Rusuurees 57 T 7 Ti T i3t} TZ 71 59 69 67 71 & #2 71 7i a0
Rules 42 48 44 5t 13 47 & 456 43 39 41 A8 47 45 AR Ll A5
Beience w7 W 78 T8 Fh TR Niil 74 71 76 T9 76 B Wi a4 B i)
Small Business 44 A [ &7 &7 il A 5#a hd &4 &1 LL] b4 51 LN 15 24
Standards of Oficial Couduet 14 i S 21 20 10 i} 0 1 10 8 11 11 12 i Hil 9
Transporiation and Tofras (el ure H3 Ay 42 89 85 86 80 52 80 #1 i &4 97 88 47 4 5
Voterans” Alfair = ik 3 33 a0 a2 34 B 41 432 42 41 12 46 1] 41 29
Ways and Means Bl YU 41 g1 91 g1 92 f8 Yo it b5 s 138 138 141 143 Al
Permanent Select Commitlos om ud 6 24 22 15 17 22 18 ik “1 22 25 345 a7 21 24 4
[ntellipones
Subtoial PAGAR L LRIS| LRI LUR81 LA4b| 18660 Luwdi 1880 1918} 19400 18is| 1esel 2017 21w o] ressl 1817
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Table 5. House Committee Staff, 1979-19951

Other Commitieas 1078 | 1880 | 1881 | 1982 | 1083 | 1084 | 10685 | 1086 | 1087 | 1988 1980 | 1990 | 1981 | 1982 | 1993 | 1994 | 1095
Aging 39 39 b a7 36 47 44 38 36 ah 56 a7 EES R - -
Children Youth, and Families B - - 12 92 22 0 23 20 20 8 7 1 - - B
Commithoss 19 B - - - - - - . - .
Hunger B - . - - 1 15 15 15 15 11 14 16 14 - - -
Invertigute Covort Arms

Fransportation with Tran - - - - - - - 41 - - . . . B
Merchant Marine and Fisherics al mn 84 T2 Bl 80 77 Gl T3 i kil T ki 76 1 74 -
Marcotics Abuse and Conirol 24 20 18 i8 17 14 1& 14 14 i7 B 17 18 15 - - .
Outer Urntinental Shelf 12 - . B - - - - .
TOralL ZOTT] LO47| LMOE] EOIR |- LUSE| 20258] 2000 19898] 3.1 S0l 2084 U8 22851 22V w3100 Hooty Law

Hource Uata through 1994 were taken from U8, Libravy of Congrms Dongressional Research Ber ive. House and Senate Commites Inquiry Funding and Staffing Authorizations: 1979-
. § £

1594, ORS Report No 83-440 by 1 orcaine Tong, Adude Faber, and Fredorick 1, Paule. Washington, 1968 P -1 For all years the originat source was the Beport of the Clerk of the House
as of Beptember 50, cxcepl That 1899 Fgures are as of Alurch &), 1995

iy

‘his table 13 baged ot 1995 committee struvture. Where nawe changes sevarred comparisom was made fo the cotresponding commities (e .. National Security is comprred fo the former
Armed Services), The staff of the Cummitles on Post Olfiee and Clvil Servico and the Distriet of Columbia were added 1o (ha Conmnitics un Governmont Operations in the years 19791994
for comparicon with the new Governmeont Betovm and Oversignt Committes, The Comenties on Muvchant Marine nnd Fighorics, eliminated in 1005 (with jurisdiction transforred to multiple
corunitterst and other comnittces climinated before 1965 ave roflocied in the ~nonred half of the table as "other commitiees.”

# This coluran livts the House's 18 slanding prnmitiess m afplabe tical veder. The House’s only non-standing commitiee. {he Prrmanent Seleet Committee on Intelligence. is Ested last.

4 Figures for earlier yenrs rapresent figures foi preduces o commeitteer thal oxistod. T'hus, they do not show the committes structure of past Congresses

1 Figures inelude House luformation Systems
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Table 6. Comparison of House Committee Staff, 1994 and 1985°
ifh4 1665 Staff Reductions
from 1004 to 1895
Commities Biafl Commities Btaff KNumber | Parcentage

Agrieniture 61 Agriculture 48 15 25%
Agppropriations 212 Appropriations 1za ] hings
Armed Services 65 Natonual Security 4k i 29%
f:?%:ﬁaf]i;zz; 23 Banking and Financial Services P 35 407
Budget a8 Budget 61 37 N
District of Columbia® a8 — — — —
Fduestion and Labor i04 Heonomic and Educationsl Opportunities 69 38 345
Enegy and Commeree 138 Commerce Fitl 6E A0%
Foreign Affairs 92 Internatzonal Relalion. 5 25 32%
Government E}perationsz 4 Government Reforin and Oversight 41 —_ o
House Administration® 318 House O':arﬁighng 51 &5 17%
Intelligence 24 intciligenes 24 ] 4
Judiciary 87 Judieiary a 17 248%
Marchant Marine and Fisheries? 4 e e 74 e
Nawral Resources 72 Resources 60 2 ji 3
Post Office and Civil Service? 0 |- - — —
Public Works & Transporiztion 81 Tranaportaticn and Infrastrusture 75 8 e
Rules a0 Rules a5 15 30%
Beience, Space and Technolaxy a3 Science 43 27 B84%
Smai Husiness 43 Swall Business 25 i 30%
Srandanls of Gfficiel Candner 14 Stardards of Official Condues o 1 107
Veslern-w" Affairs 41 Veterans” Affairs 26 12 287
Waye and Moane e Ways and Means Gl 4 41%

TOTAL 2041 87 A847 34

Seures Repari of the Clork of the House, September 30, 1884 and March 81, 1965

¥

to the sorresponding commirres ve.g . Armed Services is compared to the new National Secerity Comunitien)

© Thig table ceflects she vhanges in commities strueture between 1594 and 1693, Where name changes occurred, comparison is made

9 R " T \ . . . , ;
¥ The merger of the Cusmnmitices on Post Office and Chi? Service. Destrict of Columbia, and Government Operations into one
committes, Governmen Beform and Oversight. resulted in a staff reduetion of 101 or 557 of the previcus iotal for the three commiftees.
This figure is reflected m the zolal staff reduction of 684,

% sl includes staff of House Inforrastion Sesfemns Tn 1964 248 were HIS, steff anc 67 were not In 1004, [ M. etafl was reduced

e 228 while the olker steff declined to 53,

4 Phe Committes o Morchant Marins ané TFisheries was eliminazed in 1995
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Table 7. Number of Senate Committees and Their Subcommitiees,
79th-104th Congress
Standing Select and Special
Committees Commiliees doint Commilives Subtotals
Comgrose Number, | Number, || Number, | Number, || Number, | Number, Fall Saboom- ;:;::};5
Fuidl Sub Full Sub Full Sub Commmitlves I mitless
Ty 119485 481 a8 57 7 10 ] KA 46 NA NA
89 11847-48: 15 &1 =4 MNa 4 Na 24 Na Na
81 11949-500 Ht €8 bid NA 10 NA 27 NA NA
82 |:1951-8%) 14 65 a NA 2 NA an A NA
88 ] 1958-84) 14 66 i NA 19 MNA 28 NA MA
84 ¢1985-56+ 15 §7 5 NA 0 11 a6 NA HA
&5 CIRET-A8 15 85 4 % G iy i iftf |30
36 118959-60) 16 &7 & {3 11 & ad B 127
57 (1861-62; 18 B8 2 A 2] N uT 107 134
B3 (1UBS-64) 18 85 3 g it i3 i1 104 133
aa L 148566, 18 a2 3 3 11 i Bl 1318 142
a0 {1B6T-68, 15 85 5 12 i1 1 32 125 187
EH (1668-70; 16 101 5 12 4 15 H 128 158
92 (1671-72} 17 116 5 14 H 15 30 143 173
93 11E73-74) i 127 v 13 9 18 34 156 180
44 11876576 B8 122 g 13 7 14 31 148 180
a5 {19777 15 96 8 1of 5 & 26 HED 138
a8 P 1978-8() 15 8 a HE 4 5 Z4 105 128
87 11951-8 15 1] 4 4 1 G 24 111 135
98 U8 Ha 13Z ] 4 4 [ 25 112 187
g9 1 1955-56 16 &8 4 G 4 8§ 24 g4 118
130 4190758 16 55 i [ £ 8 25 g3 118
131 Fe1868-9% 18 &6 4 1 4 & 21 85 118
102 {iibsiuh 16 ar® 4 0 1 8 24 L] 11%
133 | 1igtd-bd) i6 H5 4 ] & 0 Z5 &5 111
1047 | 11985-90) i a8 4 f 4 U 21 E8 42

Sourcer ata through the 102né Congress are taken from U8, Likrary of Congress, (ongressional Research Service Workload end
Aetivety Report: United Stetes Senate, 1946-199%, Repors No 93 738 GOV. by Rubert Mooz and Carol Ilardy Vincent. Washington, 1992,
7. 31 For all Congresses, unless ctherwise noted. sources include the Congressional Record. Lsls of committee assignmens published by
the Seerelary of the Senate, Denwnson. Congressional Staff Directory. Congressional Quarterly. Congreseronal Quarierly Almanue and
Cengressronal Guarterly Weekiy Report; Wost Publishing Co.. U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News. and Monitor Publishing
Co., Congressiona! Yellow Book

NA irdicates that the information is not readily available.

;r; Boes not inchide ane lask loree of 4 standing commitiee.
¥ Data are current as of the spring of 1985,

I udludes vue threc-metsber Ad Hoe Working Group of the Belect Committes on Intelligence,
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Table 8. Senate Commitiee Assignments, 79th-104th Congress

Totpl Numbor of Conuniites Asslgnments

Mean Mumber of Committes Asaignments!

Subeommitioes | Holact, Subeommilioes Subrommitioos | Seloct. | Subcommittooy
Btanding of Bianding Bpecial, | of Seleat, Btanding of Hianding Hpecial, | of Baleet,
Congress Committess | Commitloes & Joint® Hpeelal, Joint | Total | Committess | Commitices & doint- Speaial, Joint Tolsl i

T4 (1945 46) 4853 407 a8 NA NA fil 46 (R NA A .[
50 (31947-45¢ 201 326 63 NA NA 2.1 A 7 NA NA
51 1144 9-60 208 A14 ] WA MNA 21 A 06 MA NA
82 (1961-6 205 332 B7 MNA MA 2.1 3.5 0.7 A HA
ht (1953-84) 211 873 67 MNA NA 2.2 3.9 0.7 NA WA
B4 (1uah. 4R} 214 Hld 160 45 B4 2.4 H.d 10 05 91
B (1957 Hf 238 i) 53 44 Bl 24 55 10 04 a3
B6 tlant & Zh0 631 P18 [t 1,063 3.5 5.4 .4 07 e
a7 tlgsl 62 240 636 H] 5% [T A4 64 1.0 05 1.8
88 (1BR3-64) 268 6HY T &8 [T 2.8 8.8 11k 05 (RN
84 (1 BR-66) il T2 14l 154 b2R2 2.5 1.8 1.4 L& 123
b0 (186768 252 THa 120 160 1.2A9 2.5 7.5 i2 1.7 129
g1 11898870 245 TaT 110 184 1336 2.5 8.0 i1 1.8 13.4
G2 (1871-72) 247 4131 124 187 1.4643 2.6 0.0 1.2 20 14.6
a3 11973-743 A 246 148 217 1,564 2.6 8.5 1.5 22 15.7
94 {1Q7A-T8; 244 HAG fun 225 1,687 ad 8.7 1.2 43 168.6
ub 11977 -15) 244 §38 a4 3] 1.054 24 66 08 ar s
96 $1979-80: 2532 b 78 76 1,074 2.5 R.7 0.8 0.4 16,7
a7 (1981-82 262 895 76 H 1,18 2.8 6.9 0.8 0.7 1.2
B (1963-841 294 Tl B0 44 1,195 a0 T 0.k 0.5 120
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e
Table 8. Senate Committec Assignments, 79th-104th Congress
Totnl Numbor of Committes Assignments Mean Number of Committen As:eigmmmisi
Subcommitiees | Holoot, Bubcommitioes Suhenmmitioss | Select, | Subeoammiitess
Standing of Standing Special, |of Select, Hinpding of Stnnding Hpoelal, | of Balect,
Congress Committess | Committees & dotmt? Special, Joint | Total {| Commitiees | Commitioss & Joint? | Bpooial, Joiut Total

99 + 1985-56) 282 672 T4 47 10D 2.8 5.9 0.7 0.5 10.b
i (1487-88) i) B&4 84 i) 1,058 A0 [i%] L] LX) 114
10l [ EEERIO 2496 T T &l LIVt an T 1 Gab 112
s (108F-YZ) 284 88 3 a0 L14E 24 T4 0.8 L] 11.5
104 £1998-94) 284 744 100 G 1141 T8 74 1] (LY 114
i'M'? {198{-Y6) 254 623 &3 Q 1000 2.9 B.2 4 IRI] 10.0

Bovrce Data through the 102id Congross are Laken Trom 1L, {ibrary of Congress, Congrossional Rescareh Sorvice Workload and Actrwdy Report; Undted States Senate. Report 93-749
GOV, by Rohert Moon and Carol Hardy Vincent, Washington, 1898, p. 52

Data for subcomumitiees of stunding commitiens for the Tth Cnngress were compiled from (1 8. Congress, Joint Committee on the Organization of Congross. Hearings, T9th Cong.. lsl
Bean., Marels {3June 20, 1845 Washington, L8 G PO, 1845 p. 1045-104], Unta for slanding comaittees for the 38th Congress were derived from U 8. Congress, Senane. Unitod
Htates Telephone Directory, May 1984, Senate Poblicarion $3-21, 98th Cong, Ind Sess. Washington, US. G.P.O., 1984, p. 77-120. Fur all other Congregses, sources ineluds the
Congresaonal Record; lists of commiltee susignments published by the Secretary of the Senate, Brownson. Cengressionnl Siaff Directry, Congressional Guarterly Mmuonar and

X

Congresstonal Quarterly Weekly Report; Wt Pulidiviing Coo, TS, Code ppreinpnad vrud Adenanisivetive News: and Monitor Publishing Cn., Congressional Yellow: ook,

MA indicates that the informatinn is nol readily availahle

£ Thig figure is derived by dividing the pumber of commilles asignments by the numbor of Senadors (86 from The 78 Conpress to the $5th Congress and 100 since then!.

P
2 Figures veflect all Senale mombern of non standing sommitiees, including selest, spedial. and joint committees and their subcommitives

3 Dusa are eurtent as of the Spring «f 1988
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Table 8. Distribution of Senators by Number of Commities
and Subcommittee Assignments, 102nd-104th Congress’
Number of SBenalors
Number of Assignments 102nd Congress | 103vd Congress | 104th Congress”
1 0 0 O
2 0 1) o
3 G i G
4 0 i 3
5 1 O 2
6 2 1 2
7 4 2 5 ]
8 8 4 15
9 16 15 12
10 24 14 24
11 12 37 10
12 13 8 1z
i3 12 7 2
14 g 13 4
15 4 6 ks
18 4 4 3
7 ] - ¢
18 1 2 1
19 0 1 0
20 G 0 g
21 0 i &
22 1 0 0
Average }Ca,nb::r ol Ags;g:}mems 111 117 10.0
per SBenator

Scurze U8, Congress, Joint Committee on Printing. 1991-189Z. Congressionol Directory. 102nd Congress  102nd Cong., 1st Seas.
Washington, L8 4 PO 1981 p 503-517. (8. Pub. 102-1) and Congressional Yellow Dock. Summer, 1992, od. for 102xd Congress
The Congressional Yellow Book, Moniter Publishing Co.. Washingtoa, DO Fall ed.. 1998 lor the 108nd; and the Congressiona?
Yellow Beok, Spring ed. 1995 for the 104th.

Ipy gures mclode 2k Senste standing and other rommitizee and their subeommittees. They do nos reflect leadership positicns,
or ass.gnments to caucuses. task forces, boards, or commissions.

& Data are curress as of the Soring of 1955

* Thase aversges differ rom the lalle "Benals Commnittes Assignments. T9th-104th Congrese” by ac much az U4 The differences
result from using data froon SHfere nt sources as svailable for the respective time periods.
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Table 1. Senaie Commifice Staff, 1979- 1995

STANDING COMMITTEES

197¢

1981 © 1982 | 1983 | 1vd4 | 1986 | 1986 | 1087 | 1088 | 1989 | 1090 | 1091 | 1002 | 1962 | 1094 1085
Agriculture. Nutrition & Forestry Bl A b 34 a2 31 an 26 an AR A0 4l o7 4% it 84 24
Appropriatinns 81 83 74 78 T8 80 81 81 il kG Atp bid B 5 Vb i) 59
Axsed Bervices 28 al 3 38 BE] 40 44 45 46 i7 19 14 A i1 iA L 4%
Hashiog, Housing &
ilrhan Affpirs &7 44 a8 34 4 23 2 i1 a5 s 47 ) 54 &4 ad 52 48
Rudpat 44 86 T1 0 i 64 74 64 &7 a0 ah Al f6 a7 60 Al 44
Comme res, Seience and
Transportation a1 58 85 85 a7 &9 an 8¢ k& T T 78 76 75 T 62 55
Fnergy and Natural Hesourres &5 54 49 &0 53 53 8 48 9 46 i1 i1 Al 49 47 43 35
Fuwvironment and Public Works T4 8¢ &2 &3 Hd a2 &0 &0 AR 41 &0 49 46 41 Sy 44 #a
Finance 41 42 48 &0 48 8 55 a8 G5 A2 AR 54 62 61 48 62 45
Fareign Helations 67 £ 61 B1 6l HE £ s fit:} LY i 54 B7 64 56 [ili} 43
Governmental Affairs 168 56 116 148 1241 117 67 it 88 94 105 112 inn F12 & 44 684
dudiciary i 191 137 148 124 137 128 21 166 106 {14 128 187 122 1h g1 44
Labor and Human Resouress 132 12 Lo 134 14§ g7 #2 17 49 101 1 112 g1 126 1ot 108 &2
Hules and Administration 34 hnl 24 “7 24 2K 28 26 ar 28 27 28 27 25 2 23 13
Sl Busiuoss | i i B bl w6 A 21 an 22 20 24 25 20 i) 23 21 19
Velerans” Affairs a3 P 22 ] Bl 21 Fr] 25 FA] 24 a7 #2 25 2% 22 24 £
Subtoial 21 1121 ariyoiangy 1027 #74 46 Ghid Hlra Rt G791 1 yid | L0ou HeH | BAT 719
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Tuble 10. Senate Committee Staff, 1979-1995

STANDING COMMITTERS 1878 | 1080 | 1881 | 1062 | 1683 | 1084 | 1983 | 1986 | 1087 | 1ges | 1pss | ioeo E 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1uee | 1993
OTHER

Aging 7 i o8]  u3 32 4 3 ael oy CUE BE-'') B 321 sl a5l o2l a
Eihios a0 1 18 T 12 g 8 8 g 9 4 0 11 13 TS BT 10
Tndian Affairs 11 19 13 19 E 21 1 21 23 sal oal oal =i 2] 20] =2l
Tntelligenee 41 44 41 49 40 st 44 sl a8 %L and anl 4l sl sl ssl o
Bapirod Committoes® . - . a . 5 . . 84 1 20 21 - . .
Subtotal 91 stf 100F 68 g1 1041 wea] wo| | o 1| e 26F 124L usi vei T
TOFAL LEIDE RN OLUTEE L192) R3] 1077 Lhen] sowd | Lussl o 102s] 1aes] nuizb oniagd 1024 wer| gesi 7er

Bourew Report of the Scerctary of the Senate us of September 30 for cach year, exsept that 1005 fiures e as of Macch §

1 Conmssition o Sinall Busites was a sefect commiifer in 1979 and 1980, 1. hewsie » stonding commitien in 1981,

< ‘Lhis vow roflerts commitises that existed a1 some time frum 1978 1995 but have sivee been lerminated. In 1982 there wis a Select Commitier to Study Law Buforcement [Tnd

. 1494

Activitios of the Department of Justice. T 19841 e wan o e mporary Seleet Commitien fo & iy the Benate Uommittee Bystem  In 1987 and 19588 theve was &
Military Assistance to fran and the Nicaraguon Opposition, Fially, in 1991 and 1992 thar wae a Seteet Uommitios on POW/MEA Affairs

Helect Commilies nn Secret

LITOVer
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APPENDIX OF SELECTED REFORM COMMITTEES’

1. The Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress, 1945.

Davidson, Roger H. The Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946.
Legislative studies quarterly, v. 15, Aug. 1990: 357-373.

Galloway, George B. The operation of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1946, American political science review, v. 45, Mar. 1951: 41-68.

Pauls, Frederick H. Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946: summary of
provisions. Aug. 6, 1991, Washington, Congressional Research Servicee,
1991. 8 p. (91-593 RCO)

2. The Joint Commitiee on the Organization of the Congress, 1865-19686,

Bibby, John F. and Roger H. Davidson. Inertia and change: The
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970. In their On Capitol Hill;
studies in the legislative process. 2nd ed. Hindsdale, Ill,, Dryden
Press, 1972. p. 251-280.

Kravitz, Walter. The Legislative Recrganization Act of 1970. Legislative
studies quarterly, v. 15, Aug. 1990: 375-399.

3. The Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress, 1993.

U.S. Congress. Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress.
Organization of the Congress; final report pursuant to H. Con. Res.
192 (102nd Congress), Washington, G.P.O,, 1993, 2 v. (108, 345 p.)
{Report, Senate, 103rd Congress, 1st session, no. 103-215)

U8, Congress. Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress.
Organization of the Congress; final report pursuant to H. Con. Res.
192 (102nd Congress). Washinglon, G.P.O,, 1993. 2 v, (162, 345 p.
(Report, House, 103rd Congress, 1st session, no. 103-413)

" This appendix lists the major reform committees of the past 50 years that focused
exclusively, primarily, or substantially on the committee system in the House, Senate, or
both., Other efforts and measures affecting the committee system have been numerous
and are not covered here. From the vasi lilerature on reform, the appendix also
identifies a few citations to the work of each cormmittes if further information is desired.
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Evans, C. Lawrence and Walter J. Oleszek. The polities of congressional
reform: the Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress. In
Remaking Congress; change and stability in the 1990s. Edited by
James A, Thurber and Roger H. Davidson., Washington. Congressional
Quarlerly Press, 1995, p. 73-98.

4, The House Select Committee on Commirtees, 1973-1974.

Davidson, Roger H., and Oleszek, Walter J. Congress against itself.
Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1977. 3086 p.

Major ITouse committee reform rejected. In 1974 CQ Almanac. Edited by
Carolyn S. Mathiasen. v. 30. Washington, Congressional Quarterly
Press, 1975, p. 634-641.

5. The House Select Committoe on Committess., 1879-1880.

U.S. Congress. House. Select Committee on Commitices. Final Report of
the Select Committee on Committees. Apr. 1, 1980, Washington,
G.P.O., 1980, 669 p. (Reporr, House, 96th Congress, 2nd session, no.
96-866)

Committee reorganization: Select Committee on Committees, In 1980 CQ
Almanac. Edited by Mary Cohn. v. 36. Washington, Congressional
Quarterly Press. 1981, p. 562-563.

6. The Temporary Select Committee to Study the Senate Committee System,
1976-1977.

Davidson, Roger H. Two avenues of change: House and Senate
commitiee veorganization. In Congress reconsidered. Edited by
Lawrence C. Dodd and Bruce |. Oppenheimer. 2nd ed. Washington,
Congressional Quarrerly Press, 1981, p. 107-133.

Parris, Judith H. The Senatc reorganizes its committees, 1977. Political
science quarterly, v. 94, summer 1979: 819-337.

7. The Temporary Select Committee to Study the Senate Committee System,
1984,

U.8. Congress. Senate. Temporary Select Committee to Study the Senate
Committee System. Report together with proposed resolutions. Dec.
14, 1984. Washington, G.P.O,, 1984, 61 p. (Print, Senate, 98th
Congress, 2nd session, no. 98-254)

Calmes, Jacqueline and Diane Granat. "Minor’ panels not completfed:
Senate cute committee slots; Members assigned (o panels.
Congressional Quarterly weekly report. v. 43, Feb. 23, 1985: 348, 364.
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