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Summary

Public Law No. 105-246, amendsthe Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 8552)
to establish apresumption that Nazi war criminal recordsareto be made availabletothe
public. Thisin effect requires al materials to be released in their entirety unless a
Federal agency head concludes that the release of al or part of the records would
compromise privacy or national security interests. The agency head must notify
Congress of any decision to not release the records.

In order to help expedite the process, the law establishes the Nazi War Criminal
Records Interagency Working Group. This group will to the greatest extent possible
locate, identify, inventory, declassify, and make available to the public al Nazi war
records held by the United States. The law targets two classes of Nazi-related
information®: (1) war crimes information regarding Nazi persecutions; and (2) any
information related to transactionsinvol ving assets of Hol ocaust and other Nazi victims.
This report provides a section-by-section summary of its provisions and will not be
updated.

Section-by-section summary. Section 1. Short Title. Thissection providesthat
the Act may be cited as the “Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act.”

Section 2 establishes the Nazi War Crimina Records Interagency Working Group
which will be made up of agency heads selected by the President whose functions will
beto: (1) “locate, identify, inventory, recommend for declassification, and makeavailable
to the National Archivesand Records Administration, all Nazi war criminal records; (2)
coordinatewith agenciesand take such actionsas necessary to expeditetherel ease of such

! The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) would be amended by proposed section 4(a) of
the bill which providesfor expedited processing for these two classes of information. In effect,
it would appear that this would suspend the existing requirements under FOIA that restrict
disclosure of information by creating its own special category of rules for two classes of Nazi-
related material which would be released pursuant to an implied compelling need.
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recordsto the public; and (3) submit areport to Congress describing all such records, the
disposition of suchrecords, and theactivitiesof thelnteragency Group and agenciesunder
this section.”

Section 3, subsection (a) provides that two classes of materials would be rel eased:
(1) war crimes information about Nazi persecutions; and (2) information concerning
transactions involving assets stolen from Holocaust victims during the period beginning
on March 23, 1933, and ending on May 8, 1945.2

Subsection (b) provides that the Nazi War Criminal Records Interagency Working
Group shall releaseall recordsthat are described in subsection (a) except for thoserecords
whose release would either “constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy”; compromise intelligence sources and methods as well as the national security
interests of the United States; violate atreaty or international agreement.

In applying the exceptions to compelled disclosure, it is presumed that the public
interest will be served by the records' release. The only allowable condition of non-
compliance would be if releasing the records compromised the narrowly drawn set of
privacy and national security interests set out in subsection 3(b). Therelease of Nazi war
criminal recordswould not berequired, however, if therecordswereamong those* rel ated
to or supporting any active or inactiveinvestigation, inquiry, or prosecution by the Office
of Specia Investigations of the Department of Justice” or those unrelated to and
nonsupportive of such official purposes but neverthelessin sole “possession, custody, or
control of that office.”

Section 4 provides that for purposes of expedited processing under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 8552(a)(6)(E)), any person who had been subject to Nazi
persecution, as defined in the Act, who requests a Nazi war crimina record shall be
deemed to have a compelling need for the record.

Section 5 provides that the amendment made by this Act to the Freedom of
Information Act shall take effect 90 days after the date of enactment of the Act.

On May 5, 1998, S. 1379 was reported to the Senate by the Senate Judiciary
Committee and placed on its calendar.

On June 19, 1998, S. 1379 passed the Senate with amendments added since the hill
was unanimously reported out by the full Senate Judiciary Committee on March 5, 1998.
Thefollowing amendmentsweremade: (1) Section 3(B)(3) wasrevised to make clear that
the standard of judicial deference currently accorded to agency classification decisions
under Exemption (b)(1) of the Freedom of Information Act applies to exemption
decisions provided by agency heads making awithholding decision under section 3(b).?
Thiswill ensurethat the agency head's decision that disclosure and rel ease of aNazi War
Record would beharmful to aspecificinterest identified in an exemption will be accorded

2The two classes include persecution and transactions by governments allied or
collaborating with the Nazis during that period.

% 144 Cong. Rec. S6727 (daily ed. June 19, 1998) (statement of Sen. DeWine).
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substantial weight pursuant to the agency's affidavit by thefederal courts;* and (2) section
2(b)(1) was amended to extend the life of the Interagency Group from oneto three years

in recognition of thefact that moretime may be needed to review the extensive document
holdings.”

On October 8, 1998, S. 1379 was signed by President Clinton and became Public
Law No. 105-246.

“1d.
®Id.
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