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This report presents various governmental and non-governmental estimates of Iraqi police and 
security forces fatalities. The Department of Defense (DOD) regularly updates total U.S. military 
deaths and wounded statistics from Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), as reflected in CRS Report 
RS21578, Iraq: U.S. Casualties, by (name redacted), and has released the monthly pattern of 
Iraqi security forces deaths. For information on Iraqi civilian deaths, see CRS Report RS22537, 
Iraqi Civilian Deaths Estimates, by (name redacted). Because these estimates are based on 
varying time periods and have been created using differing methodologies, readers should 
exercise caution when using them and should look on them as guideposts rather than as 
statements of fact. This report will be updated as needed. 
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n a November 2008 statement in front of the United Nations Security Council, Ambassador 
Zalmay Khalilzad announced that the security situation in Iraq had “significantly improved 
since June 2007.”1 According to the Ambassador, the number of overall attacks since June 

2007 had decreased by 86 % and Iraqi Security Force deaths decreased by 84% in the same time 
period. 

A Department of Defense (DOD) chart (see Figure 1) also shows a decrease in Iraqi Security 
Forces deaths over time. Readers should note, however, that the Department of Defense has not 
released the specific numbers associated with the chart, and that there have been conflicting 
reports of deaths from news sources and non-profits. 

Figure 1. Iraqi Security Forces Deaths, January 2006 - August 2008 
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Source: CRS rendition of DOD graph, as derived from the Multi-National Corps - Iraq report, Measuring 

Stability and Security in Iraq, September 2008, p.22, http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/

9010_Report_to_Congress_Sep_08.pdf. 

Table 1, below, provides Iraqi security forces and police officers casualty estimates from non-
governmental sources, as well as an estimate of deaths using the chart in Figure 1. These 
estimates are based on varying time periods and have been created using differing methodologies, 
and therefore readers should exercise caution when using these statistics. 

                                                                 
1 Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, “Statement by Ambassador Khalilzad on Situation in Iraq: Ambassador’s Report to 
U.N. Security Council on Multi-National Force in Iraq,” November 14, 2008, http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2008/November/20081114135331eaifas0.3025934.html. 
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Table 1. Iraqi Security Forces and Police Officers Death and Wounded Estimates 

Iraq Body Count estimate of police killed (not including security forces) 

January 1, 2006 – November 30, 2008 

4884a 

Iraq Coalition Casualty Count estimate of security forces and police killed 

June 2003 – January 6, 2009 

8,867a 

Brookings Institution, Iraq Index, estimate of security forces and police killed 

June 2003 – December 17, 2008 

8,813b 

Associated Press, estimate of security forces killed 

Associated Press, estimate of security forces wounded 

April 28, 2005 – January 4, 2009 

6,904c 

8,004c 

CRS estimate using the Multi-National Corps - Iraq report, Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq, 

September 2008 

January 2006 - August 2008 

approx. 

5,737e 

a. Iraq Body Count, at http://www.iraqbodycount.org/analysis/numbers/surge-2008/ 

b. Iraq Coalition Casualty Count, “Iraqi Police/Military,” at http://icasualties.org. 

c. Brookings Institution, Iraq Index: Tracking Reconstruction and Security in Post-Saddam Iraq, p. 6, at 

http://www.brookings.edu/saban/iraq-index.aspx. 

d. CRS communication with Associated Press, January 5, 2009. 

e. Multi-National Corps - Iraq, Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq, September 2008, p.22, at 

http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/9010_Report_to_Congress_Sep_08.pdf 
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(name redacted) 
Information Research Specialist 
/redacted/@crs.loc.gov, 7-.... 

  

 

 

 

 



The Congressional Research Service (CRS) is a federal legislative branch agency, housed inside the 
Library of Congress, charged with providing the United States Congress non-partisan advice on 
issues that may come before Congress.

EveryCRSReport.com republishes CRS reports that are available to all Congressional staff. The 
reports are not classified, and Members of Congress routinely make individual reports available to 
the public. 

Prior to our republication, we redacted names, phone numbers and email addresses of analysts 
who produced the reports. We also added this page to the report. We have not intentionally made 
any other changes to any report published on EveryCRSReport.com.

CRS reports, as a work of the United States government, are not subject to copyright protection in 
the United States. Any CRS report may be reproduced and distributed in its entirety without 
permission from CRS. However, as a CRS report may include copyrighted images or material from a 
third party, you may need to obtain permission of the copyright holder if you wish to copy or 
otherwise use copyrighted material.

Information in a CRS report should not be relied upon for purposes other than public 
understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to members of Congress in 
connection with CRS' institutional role.

EveryCRSReport.com is not a government website and is not affiliated with CRS. We do not claim 
copyright on any CRS report we have republished.
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