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Finding Quotes for Speeches: Fact Sheet

A well-chosen quote can strengthen a speech by emphasizing and reinforcing a point, tapping into
the audience’s memories and associations, and bolstering the speaker’s credibility. The right
quote can capture the listener’s attention, add poignancy, and infuse drama or poetic flair.

The following resources will help the user find quotes for speeches and other communications.
The resources are divided into three categories: (1) General Quotations, (2) Americana, and (3)
Religion. There is some overlap among the categories.

Congressional staffers who need assistance finding or verifying a quote, or who need additional
information, may place a request via CRS.gov.

General Quotations

Bartleby.com’s Quotations

Search this online compilation of major quotation collections in the public domain by keyword or
browse each publication’s index individually. Collections include

o Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations (1919 edition),

o Respectfully Quoted: A Dictionary of Quotations Requested from the
Congressional Research Service (1989), and

o The Oxford Shakespeare

Today in History

Enliven a speech by citing a significant event that happened on the same day in the past. Use the
“Today in History” Archive’s page (part of the Library of Congress’s American Memory project)
to search by topic or day. “This Day in History” (from the History Channel website) also supplies
brief historical information for any date.

Americana

American Rhetoric: Top 100 Speeches

This site provides the full text of famous speeches from American history, such as Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech and Richard Nixon’s “Checkers” speech.

Chronology of U.S. Historical Documents

This University of Oklahoma College of Law website provides the full text of major American
documents and speeches, arranged chronologically from pre-Colonial times to the present.
Documents and speeches include the First Thanksgiving Proclamation, Patrick Henry’s “Give Me
Liberty or Give Me Death,” and presidential inaugural and State of the Union addresses.

Democracy in America

The University of Virginia hosts Alexis de Tocqueville’s seminal Democracy in America, a
political and social analysis of American democracy in the 1830s.
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Federalist Papers

Browse or search the full text of the Federalist Papers (from the Library of Congress’s online
service at congress.gov).

Presidential Inaugural Addresses

This site provides a complete collection of presidential inaugural speeches (from the Bartleby
Library site).

Religion

Bible, Koran, and Book of Mormon

Search the full text of the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Koran, among other religious
texts, from the University of Michigan’s Digital Collections. (Under “Filter by Secondary
Subject” on the left, select “Religious Studies.”)

BibleGateway.com

This website includes options to search multiple versions of the Bible in English and dozens of
other languages. It also provides a topical index.
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EveryCRSReport.com

The Congressional Research Service (CRS) is a federal legislative branch agency, housed inside the
Library of Congress, charged with providing the United States Congress non-partisan advice on
issues that may come before Congress.

EveryCRSReport.com republishes CRS reports that are available to all Congressional staff. The
reports are not classified, and Members of Congress routinely make individual reports available to
the public.

Prior to our republication, we redacted names, phone numbers and email addresses of analysts
who produced the reports. We also added this page to the report. We have not intentionally made
any other changes to any report published on EveryCRSReport.com.

CRS reports, as a work of the United States government, are not subject to copyright protection in
the United States. Any CRS report may be reproduced and distributed in its entirety without
permission from CRS. However, as a CRS report may include copyrighted images or material from a
third party, you may need to obtain permission of the copyright holder if you wish to copy or
otherwise use copyrighted material.

Information in a CRS report should not be relied upon for purposes other than public
understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to members of Congress in
connection with CRS' institutional role.

EveryCRSReport.com is not a government website and is not affiliated with CRS. We do not claim
copyright on any CRS report we have republished.



