Congressional
28 Research Service
% Informing the legislative debate since 1914

Defense Primer: A Guide for New Members

(name redacted), Coordinator
Specialist in Military Manpower Policy

March 3, 2017
Congressional Research Service
7-....
WWW.CIS.gOV
R44757
CRS REPORT

Prepared for Members and

Committees of Congress



Defense Primer: A Guide for New Members

Contents
INErOAUCTION L.t 1
Congress and the Armed FOICES ........ouviiiiiiiiiiii i 1
Congress’s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the Armed Forces ............cccooveviiinnnnnnn 1
THE NDAA PrOCESS ...euviiuteeitee e stie sttt sttt ettt ettt te e bt be e she e sbe e sheesabessbeebe e beesbeesbeesbseenneabaens 1
Navigating the NIDA A ..ottt be e bt sbe e saeesabessbeabeenbeeneeas 1
Defense Appropriations PrOCESS........uoviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 1
The EXECUtIVE BIanCh ......cc.oiiiiiiii ittt ne e 1
President’s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the Armed Forces ..........ccoccovvvniiiininnns 1
The Department 0f DEfEeNSE .......ciiviiiiiiiiiiiiii s 2
The Military DEPartimENLS .......ccuvrveirirreeierieeeee st sre e sre e e nneas 2
Department Of the ATTNY.......ccviiiiiiiiieie e s ne s 2
Department 0f the NAVY .....cceiiiiiiiii bbb eneene e 2
Department Of the AQl FOTCE ......viviiiiiiie e s 2
Defense Strategy and BUd@EL ..........coooveiiiiiiiiiiie e e 2
Geography, Strategy, and U.S. FOrce Desig.........cccueruiiiiiiiiiiieiieiiesie st 2
Planning, Programming, Budgeting and Execution Process (PPBE)..........c.cccoceniiiiniininnnns 2
<o) o) (TSP P PRSP PROPRPRORN 2
Regular Military COMPENSATION .....c.vviveerrerieiieetesieeeesresieesre st sre e sre e sne e sresressnesresreenens 2
Military Pay RaAISE.......cccciiiiiiiiiieiie s 2
Military Health SYStEIM .....eciuiiiiiiiiiie et ne e 3
Military REHIEIMENT ... .oiiviiiieiie ittt sttt et sb et esbneenneene e 3
Uniform Code of Military JUSHICE .......ccccviiiiiiiiiieiisie et 3
DOD CONLIACLOTS ...vvieirieiiieesieeesteeestreeste e st e e ssre e e stseesteeesbeeessbeeebeeessseessreeessseessbeeabeeesnreeennneas 3
EQUIPIMENLE ...ttt b ettt b et bt e b e e sb e e she e she e nb e b b e b nenas 3
PrOCUTEIMENT ....eeeiiiiiiiee e e s e e s st e e e s snnn e e e s snnneeessnnneeeeanes 3
Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation ............cocceieeiieiiniiiiiciieeecc e 3
Defense INdustrial Base..........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiieieii ettt ne e 3
DOMESTIC COMNENT. ... eiiueieiiee et stie sttt sttt e et be e b sbeesbeessbessbeenbe e beesbeesbeesbeeeneeeneeens 3
TYPES OF FOTCES. ...ttt ettt sb et e sae e b e e beenbeenneas 3
GTOUNA FOTCES ...tiiiiiiiiiiitiee ettt bbbt et e bt e nbe e be e sbeesbeesreenneennee 3
F N 1y 010} ) ST TP T U RO TP O PTTRTPPPRPRPPTIN 4
INAVAL FOTCES ...ttt bbbttt b e bt sb e e sbe e san e s b e e beenbeenneas 4
Special Operations FOTCES .........oiiiiiiiiiii i 4
Strate@ic NUCIEAT FOTCES .......viiiiiiiieiiitiee et 4
Ballistic MiSSile DETENSE........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieii ettt ettt neenne e 4
RESEIVE FOICES ...t r e e snn e nee s 4
EMPloyment Of FOICES ....uuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii sttt sttt e e snbe et e nreenteas 4
Legal Authorities for the Use of Military FOTCES ........ccccovriiiiiiiiiicince e 4
Commanding U.S. Military OPErations ...........cuuververireesereerineseesresesee s eeens 4
CyberSPACE OPETALIONS. .. e.veeuvieieieentisieeee sttt ettt bttt b ettt ae e et sb e e se e sb et eenbesbeebe e benneenne e 4
Command and Control of Nuclear FOTCES........c.uiviviiiiieiiiiciincresee e 4
Intelligence COMMUNILY .....ccvviiiieiiiee e n e sre e nreeneenne s 5
National and Defense INtEIlIZENCE .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiccic e 5
Under Secretary of Defense (INtelligENCe) ........ovuveviiiiieiiiiie e 5

Congressional Research Service



Defense Primer: A Guide for New Members

Intelligence Support t0 Military OPErations.........cverereierereereeriesie st sneeneens 5
Budgeting for National and Defense Intelligence ..........cccoovvvriiiiiieniiieieneee e 5
Contacts
Author Contact INFOrMATION ......civeiiiiiiieii et eeas 6

Congressional Research Service



Defense Primer: A Guide for New Members

Introduction

The Constitution provides Congress with broad powers over the Armed Forces, including the
power to “to raise and support Armies,” “to provide and maintain a Navy,” “to make Rules for the
Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces,” and “to provide for organizing,
arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in
the Service of the United States.... ”

9 ¢

CRS has developed a series of short primers to give Members of Congress an overview of key
aspects of the Department of Defense and how Congress exercises authority over it. A
consolidated list of these primers is contained in this report, along with links to each document.

For additional information on these issues, please contact the authors of the individual reports.
Their contact information is listed at the end of each document and at the back of this report.

Congress and the Armed Forces

Congress’s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the
Armed Forces

CRS In Focus IF10535, Defense Primer: Congress s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the
Armed Forces, by (name redacted) and (name redacted)

The NDAA Process

CRS In Focus IF10515, Defense Primer: The NDAA Process, by (name redacted) and (name re
dacted)

Navigating the NDAA

CRS In Focus IF10516, Defense Primer: Navigating the NDAA, by (name redacted) and (name re
dacted)

Defense Appropriations Process

CRS In Focus IF10514, Defense Primer: Defense Appropriations Process, by (name redacted)
and (name redacted)

The Executive Branch

President’s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the
Armed Forces

CRS In Focus IF10534, Defense Primer: President'’s Constitutional Authority with Regard to the
Armed Forces, by (name redacted) and (name redacted)
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The Department of Defense
CRS In Focus IF10543, Defense Primer: The Department of Defense, by (name redacted)

The Military Departments

CRS In Focus IF10550, Defense Primer: The Military Departments, by (name redacted) and (name
redacted)

Department of the Army

CRS In Focus IF10544, Defense Primer: Department of the Army, by (name redacted)
and (name redacted)

Department of the Navy
CRS In Focus IF10484, Defense Primer: Department of the Navy, by (name redacted)

Department of the Air Force
CRS In Focus IF10547, Defense Primer: The United States Air Force, by (name redacted)

Defense Strategy and Budget

Geography, Strategy, and U.S. Force Design

CRS In Focus IF10485, Defense Primer: Geography, Strategy, and U.S. Force Design, by (name r
edacted)

Planning, Programming, Budgeting and Execution Process (PPBE)

CRS In Focus [F10429, Defense Primer: Planning, Programming, Budgeting and Execution
Process (PPBE), by (name redacted)

People

Regular Military Compensation

CRS In Focus IF10532, Defense Primer: Regular Military Compensation, by (name redacted)

Military Pay Raise
CRS In Focus IF10260, Defense Primer: Military Pay Raise, by (name redacted)
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http://www.crs.gov/Reports/IF10429
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Military Health System
CRS In Focus IF10530, Defense Primer: Military Health System, by (name redacted)

Military Retirement
CRS In Focus IF10483, Defense Primer: Military Retirement, by (name redacted)

Uniform Code of Military Justice

CRS In Focus IF10504, Defense Primer: The Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ), by (na
me redacted)

DOD Contractors

CRS In Focus IF10600, Defense Primer: DOD Contractors, by (name redacted) and (name red
acted)

Equipment

Procurement

CRS In Focus IF10599, Defense Primer: Procurement, by (name redacted) and (name red
acted)

Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation
CRS In Focus IF10553, Defense Primer: RDT&E, by (name redacted)

Defense Industrial Base

CRS In Focus IF10548, Defense Primer: U.S. Defense Industrial Base, by (name redacted) and
(name redacted)

Domestic Content

CRS In Focus IF10609, Defense Primer: The Berry and Kissell Amendments, by (name redact
ed)

Types of Forces
Ground Forces

CRS In Focus IF10571, Defense Primer: Organization of U.S. Ground Forces, by (name re
dacted) and ( name redacted)
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http://www.crs.gov/Reports/IF10483
http://www.crs.gov/Reports/IF10600
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Airpower
CRS In Focus IF10546, Defense Primer: United States Airpower, by (name redacted)

Naval Forces
CRS In Focus IF10486, Defense Primer: Naval Forces, by (name redacted)

Special Operations Forces

CRS In Focus IF10545, Defense Primer: Special Operations Forces, by (name redacted)
and (name redacted)

Strategic Nuclear Forces

CRS In Focus IF10519, Defense Primer: Strategic Nuclear Forces, by (name redacted)

Ballistic Missile Defense
CRS In Focus IF10541, Defense Primer: Ballistic Missile Defense, by (name redacted)

Reserve Forces
CRS In Focus IF10540, Defense Primer: Reserve Forces, by (name redacted)

Employment of Forces

Legal Authorities for the Use of Military Forces

CRS In Focus IF10539, Defense Primer: Legal Authorities for the Use of Military Forces, by
(name redacted)

Commanding U.S. Military Operations

CRS In Focus IF10542, Defense Primer: Commanding U.S. Military Operations, by (name redact
ed)

Cyberspace Operations

CRS In Focus IF10537, Defense Primer: Cyberspace Operations, by (name redacted)

Command and Control of Nuclear Forces

CRS In Focus IF10521, Defense Primer: Command and Control of Nuclear Forces, by (name r
edacted)
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Intelligence Community

National and Defense Intelligence
CRS In Focus IF10525, Defense Primer: National and Defense Intelligence, by (name redacted)

Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence)

CRS In Focus IF10523, Defense Primer: Under Secretary of Defense (Intelligence), by (name
redacted)

Intelligence Support to Military Operations

CRS In Focus IF10574, Defense Primer: Intelligence Support to Military Operations, by (name
redacted) and Mariah J. Armga

Budgeting for National and Defense Intelligence

CRS In Focus IF10524, Defense Primer: Budgeting for National and Defense Intelligence, by
(n ame redacted)
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