How FEMA Public Assistance Works

FEMA'’s Public Assistance (PA) reimburses eligible public and nonprofit entities for at least 75% of eligible
response and recovery costs when authorized in a presidential emergency or major disaster declaration
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 93-288, as amended).*
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Sources: CRS interpretation of 44 CFR §5206.31-206.45; 206.200-206.205, 206.220-226. “Applicant” refers to “Subrecipient”
in 2 C.F.R. §200.93. *Authorized in sections 402, 403, 418, 419, and 502. **Does not include COVID-19 Obligations.
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Disclaimer

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan
shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other
than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not
subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in
its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or
material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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