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Summary

The Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 (VPA), P.L. 105-19, became law on June 18, 1997, when the President signed S. 543, 105th Congress. As passed by the Senate, this bill was identical to H.R. 911, 105th Congress, as reported by the House Committee on the Judiciary on May 19, 1997 (H.Rept. 105-101). The VPA, whose effective date is September 16, 1997, immunizes individuals who do volunteer work for nonprofit organizations or governmental entities from liability for ordinary negligence in the course of their volunteer work. It also limits punitive damages and noneconomic damages against volunteers who are held liable. It does not affect the liability of nonprofit organizations or governmental entities. The purpose of the VPA is to encourage people to do volunteer work for such nonprofit organizations and governmental entities. However, it allows states affirmatively to declare it inapplicable to suits in their state in which all parties to the action are citizens of the state.















EPUB/nav.xhtml

Volunteer Protection Act of 1997

		Volunteer Protection Act of 1997





  
    		
      Cover
    


  





EPUB/media/media/19970624_97-490_7784de203fceb35ab44d520f15044cc14222d580.png
==X CRS Report for Congress

Volunteer Protection Act of 1997
-name redacted-
Legislaiive Atlorney
American Law Division

Summary

“The Volunteer Potection Actof 1997 (VPA). P.L.105-19,became law on June 13,
1997, when the President signed S. 543, 105th Congress. As passed by the Senate, his
bill was idenical to HLR. 91 1. 105ih Congress,asreported by the House Committce on
the Judiciary on May 19, 1997 (H Rept. 105-101). The VPA, whose effective dat i
September 16, 1997, immunizes individuals who do volunieer work for nonprofit
rganizations or governmental entites from liability for ordinary negligence in the
course of their volunteer work. 1t also limits puniive dumages and noneconomic
damages against volunieers who are held lsble. 1t docs not affect the iabiliy of
nonprofit organizations or governmental enttes. The purpose of the VPA is o
encourage people 1o do. volunteer work for such nonprofit organizations and
‘sovernmental entites. However, it allows statesaffirmatively o declare i inspplicable
o suit i their stat in which ll parties o the action s citzens of the sat.

Background and Preemption

“The comimon law (i, court-made law) of all 50 sates allows individuals o bring
Kot suits o recover monetary dumages for personal njuries or property damage caused
by another person’s negligent or williul conduct. Almost ll states, howeves, limit the
liabliy of volunicers to some extnt. In order to encourage people todo voluteer work
who are presently deterrd from doing so forfeasoflbility, the VPA preempts stte tort
aw o limi thir iability. 1t does not limit the liabliy of nonprofit organizations and
govemmental entiies for the negligence of their volunteers. (Unless a ste provides
“charituble mmunity.” then, under the common law doctrine of respondeatsuperior, such
organizations and entite, like all employers, are generally vicariusly liable for the
negligence of their employees and volunteers )

Section 3 of the VPA provides

it precmpts inconsistent stae laws except (o the
extent that such ws provide additional protection rom lability 0 voluntees, nonprofit
organizations,or governmental entities. This means that statelaws that impase caps on
noneconomic and puniive damages, or other tort reforms thal benefi defendants,
continue o spply in suits resuling from  volunicer's negligence. In additon, the VPA
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