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In late 2015, health officials in Brazil saw a spike in the number of infants born with microcephaly, a birth defect that may be associated with significant, permanent brain damage. The increase in microcephaly was later linked to prenatal infection with the Zika virus (ZIKV), which appears to have emerged in Brazil early in 2015. ZIKV has spread from South America into Central America and the Caribbean. Puerto Rico has been hard hit, with more than 6,500 locally transmitted (i.e., mosquito-borne) infections reported to date. In late July 2016, local transmission of ZIKV was reported for the first time on the U.S. mainland, in Miami, FL, and case counts surged in Puerto Rico. On August 12, 2016, the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) declared the situation in Puerto Rico to be a public health emergency, allowing more flexibility to hire workers for education, outreach, and mosquito control.

Zika virus is transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito, through sexual transmission, from mother to fetus, or through blood transfusion from an infected person. No vaccine or specific treatment is available. Most Zika infections are mild. However, rare but serious neurologic disorders may occur in anyone who is infected. Due to the substantial risk of birth defects, protecting pregnant women from ZIKV infection is a public health priority.

CRS has several products that address issues associated with the ZIKV outbreak, as well as prevention and control efforts. Please contact the authors of the individual reports listed below for additional information on these issues.
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