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Summary

Continuity of government refers to the continued functioning of constitutional government under all circumstances. Arrangements for the continued operation of the federal government in the event of a national emergency or catastrophe are specified in law, policy, and plans, some of which are not public information, given their sensitive, contingent status. This report reviews the public record concerning federal continuity of government arrangements. It will be updated to reflect significant developments.
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Summary

it of government refers 10 the continued functioning of consttutionl
under all circumstances. Arrangements for the continsed operation of the
he event of a naional emergeicy o catistrophe ae specifcd in
Iaw. policy,and plans,some of whichare not public information, given thei sensiie.
confngent status. This report reviews the public record concerning federal contiuity
of government arrangemens. 1t will b updated to reflet significant developents.

federal governmentin

Asa condition of office,the President swears oraffirms  ledge 0 preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution of the Uited States, which alo requires mersbes of the
Senate, the House of Representatives, and the individual state legislatures,as well s all
exceutiv and jdical offcers ofthe Unitd Staies and the severl sates, 1o support tis
Consttution.”  Argusbly. such. provisions consitte . basis for these principal

‘governmentoffcials, in their separate capucitie. Lo contribute o policy and planning

itutonsl government under al circumstances. During

such preparations were conducted carnestly and

elaboratively. partcularly with the onset of the Cold War and the increasing prospect of

‘uclar atack upon the nation. Arrangements for the continued operation of the federal

‘governimen in the event ofu ntional emergency are pecifiedin v, policy. nd plans,
 public nformation, ziv

the contnued f

Some of which e

Background

uccession o he

‘While the Consiitution prescribed some artangements concerning
presidency and the replacement of eected and appointed official, widespread concern
about the contied functioning of constitutional government under al circumstances
probably did not arise prio o the assassnation of President Abrabar Lincoln on April
13, 1865. The assassination of the President was not totally unthinkable — an atemspt
ad been made on the e of Prsident Andrew: Jackson i the Capitol rotunda on January
30, 1835 — but it was generaly regarded as highly unlikely. However, in the aftemiath
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