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Summary

Welfare discussions in the current and past two Congresses have included consideration of an Administration-proposed "superwaiver" that would enable states and localities to waive rules of various welfare-related programs. Formally called Program Coordination Demonstration Projects, these waivers were included in the 109th Congress in long-term welfare reauthorization bills approved by a House Ways and Means subcommittee and the House Education and the Workforce Committee (H.R. 240), the Senate Finance Committee (S. 667), and in the House version of budget reconciliation (H.R. 4241). A scaled-down version of welfare reauthorization was included in the final agreement on budget reconciliation -- the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (P.L. 109-171, S. 1932) -- but did not include provisions related to the superwaiver. Moreover, the Administration's FY2007 budget package contained no further reference to this proposal. This report will be updated to track any further legislative activity. (For a broader discussion of the issue, see CRS Report RL32859(pdf), The "Superwaiver" Proposal and Service Integration: A History of Federal Initiatives, by [author name scrubbed].)
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Summary

Welfare discussions in the cument and past two Congresses have included
consideraton o istration: proposed “supersaiver” that would enable states and.
Iocalites o waive rules of various welfare-telated programs. Formally called Program
Coordination Demonsiration Projects, these waivers were included in the 109th

m welfure reauthoriztion bill approved by a House Ways and
subcommittee and the House Education and the Workforce Commitice (HR.
240), the Senate Finance Committee (S. 667), and in the House version of budget
reconciliation (HR. 4241). A scaled-down version of welfare reauthorization was
included in the final sgreemen on budget reconcilation — the Deficit Reduction Act
of 2005 (PL. 109-171. S. 1932) — but did not include provisions related to the
superwaiver. Moreover, the Administation's FY2007 budget package contained no
furthe reference to this proposal. This report will be updated to track any further
legislative sctivity. (For a broader discussion of the fsu, sce CRS Report RLI2SS0,
The “Superwaiver” Proposal and Service Integration: A History of Federal Intiatives,
by (name redacted).)

Bush Administration Proposal

“The 109" Congress contnued a debate that began in 2002 over reauthorzing the
Temporary Assistance for Necdy Families (TANF) block gran and reltd programs
(See CRS Tsue Brif IB10140 for the outcome o this debate.) In February 2002 he
Bush Administration eleased anoulin of s welfare package.entled Worling Tovard
Independence. which included s peoposal 1 llow stais o request wivers from federal
requirements in order o inlegrate sciviles 3cross & \ide spectrum of prograns.
According o tha documen, progras b covered by the new waiver authorty would
include,butnot e imited 1: TAN. food stamps, the Workforce Investmnt Act (WLA).
e Wagner-Peyser Act (which authorizesthe Enployment Service). ederal bousing and
Homeles assistance progrars, and GED and post-econdary cducaiion programs

The Administation justified its proposal by noting the success of TANF in
\eansforming sate-level public ssisance programs into “innovative and comprehensive
Workforce assistance prograns.” The Administration sad oher federal prograns povide
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