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Summary

Georgia has faced difficulty in asserting control over its Pankisi Gorge area bordering Russia's breakaway Chechnya region. During 2002, Russia increasingly threatened to intervene in the Gorge, claiming that Chechen rebels and international terrorists based there were making forays into Russia. U.S. interest in the Gorge was spurred by evidence that terrorists there might have been linked to Al Qaeda, and the United States provided training and equipment to help Georgia reassert control over the area. This report may be updated. Related products include CRS Issue Brief IB95024, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia: Political Developments and Implications for U.S. Interests; and CRS Report 97-727, Georgia [Republic]: Recent Developments and U.S. Interests.
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Summary
Georgia has faced diffculy in asserting contol over its Pankisi Gorge area
bordering Russi's breakaway Chechaya region. During 2002, Russia incresingly

threatened to intrvene in the Gorge. claiming that Chechen rebels and intemationl
terrorists based there were making forays into Russia. U.S. iterest i the Gorge was
spurted by evidence tha teroriststhere might have been linked to Al Queda, and the
United Stats provided raining and equipment o help Georgia reassert conteolover the
area. This report may be updated. Related products include CRS Issue Brief 1895024,
Armenia, Acerbaijan, and Georgia: and CRS Report 97121, Georgia [Republic]
Recent Developments and US. Inerests

Background

In late 1999, soon after sending troops into
Chechaya, President Putin made the fist_of

repeated demands that Georgia permit Russi

ro0ps o purse rebel escaping into Georgia. nd

hat it cooperate in joint poliing of it border and o

the climinaton or extraditon ofrebels. Fruscated

by continued separatst fighting in its Chechnya

egion, Russia in 2002 stepped up these demands, >
arzuin that Georgia's Pankisi Gorge area ne
Chechnya's border provided 3 major sanctry und s s eamer oy oo v o
source of supportforthe rebels,

As Tighting in Chechnya intensifed in lte 1999, up 10 6000 Chechens fled south
of the Russian-Georgian border sbout 25 miles nto Georgia'seleven-mile long Pankis

Gorge area. Many of these rfugees had Kinship and other tes 1o the Gorze’s population
of 7,500 mainly ethnic Chechens, termed Kists, who had long resided in the area. The
Georgian government helped the Tleeing Chechens 1o sttle n the Gorge. 1t ended to
tolerate the presence of former Chechen rebel fighters in the Gorge 35 long as they
remained inactive and lived there in peace. Some in Georgia also may have considered
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