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Summary

In November 2002, the NATO allies met in Prague at the "Transformation" summit in an attempt to define part of the alliance's mission to combat against terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. They pledged to obtain the military capabilities to accomplish that mission. Not all allies agree on the implications of such policies. The allies also named seven states as eligible for membership. This report will not be updated. See also CRS Report RL32342, NATO and the European Union, and CRS Report RS21659, NATO's Prague Capabilities Commitment.
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Summary

In Novembe 2002, the NATOallies metn Prague at th “Transformation’” summit
inan attempt o define part of the allance’s mission to combal against terrorism and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. They pledged to obtan the military
capabiltes to sccomplish that mission. Notal alles agree on the mplications of such
policies. The allesalso named sevenstates a ligible for membership. Thisreport will
ot be updated. See also CRS Report RL32342. NATO and the European Union, and
CRS Report RS21659, NATO's Prague Capabilites Commimer.

‘The “Transformation” Summit

2002, the NATO alies met i a “Trans formation” summit in
e. They sought to culminat alled effrts tochange from a miltry alliance geared
forconflict against the Soviet Union to.a more flexible allance with new capabilties for
new threats._They opened the door to democratic candidte states and agreed 10
forward-looking program for partership countries ble to contibute o securiy.

The Bush Administration, with the support of then Secretary General Georg
Robertson, had been th driving force for & changed NATO. The Adrministration sought
10 use the Summit 0 evitalize he aliance by clealy sating NATO's mission, securn
pledzes of capabiltes o accomplish that mission, and embraci ement. Som
llis esised aspects of the Administration's design for NATO,

Mission and Capabilities'

Duringthe Cold War, NATO's mission wasto provide collctive defense agains the
Sovietthreatn Earope. Somealies militury steuctures ey gared for this hreat, even
though Rusian conventional forces are weak and i isarray. The Bush Administration
wishes o redefine the principal threats s terrorism and the prolifeation of weapons of
‘muss destruetion. Adrinisteation offcials believe thtthe Usited Stats s “at war” oday

This sectonis based prmarilyon inerviews of U

and Enropean offical, summer-ll 2002
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