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Summary

The September 11th attacks drew attention to U.S. air defense, and the 9/11 Commission Report recommended that Congress regularly assess the ability of Northern Command to defend the United States against military threats. Protecting U.S. airspace may require improvements in detecting aircraft and cruise missiles, making quick operational decisions, and intercepting them. A number of options exist in each of these areas. A variety of issues must be weighed including expediency, cost, and minimizing conflicts with civilian aviation. This report will be updated.
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Summary

“The September 117 attacks drew atenton o USS. sir defense. and the 911
Commission Reportrecommended that Congress egularly ssses the abilty of Northern
Command o defend he United Statessgainst ilary treas. Protecting U.S. airspace
may requie improvements in deteting stcraft and cruise missles. making quick
operatonal decisions. and ntcepting them. A numbe ofopions exit in ach of hese
arcas. A varety of s mustbe weighed incuding expediency.cost,and minimizing.
conflcs it cviian sviation. This report will b updted.

Background

In response (0 the Cold War theeat of Soviet bombers snd cruise missies, the
Department of Defense (DOD)established the North American Air Defense Command
(NORAD) in1958." NORAD deployed anetwork of radar, fighter aircral, and surfuce-
o-aie missiles (SAMs) around the Uited States. The continental
ballsic missiles in the 1960s drew tention away from U.S. air def
ertise missile threat sppeared to decline further with the Soviet Union's
growing U.S. superiorty over other hostile airforces. Because un air atack on the Uited
States appeared unlikely, DOD relaxed it posture. By Septe
Forcefizhters a7 bases were assigned to proteet the conti
from i ttacks.” This number has subsequently been increased to aver 100,

mise, and

“Today, NORAD opertes radarsinthe United States and Canada, orented utward,
o detect st attacks from forcign counties. NORAD augments these radars by
communicating with the Federal Avition Administraton (FAA. which operates ts o
adur. and by ying E-3 AWACS aircafl. NORAD commands F-15 Eagle. F-16
Falcon,and Canadian CF-18 ighter israt Mying combat i patols CAP) and o scip
alet (prepared 1ake f o st noice) NORAD's Command and Coneol ) enters

2by

For more information sboutcruise missiles and prolferaton see CRS Report R
(mame redacted).
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