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Summary

The Department of the Navy (DON) in 2003 began implementing a Navy-Marine Corps Tactical Air Integration (TAI) plan aimed at more closely integrating Navy and Marine Corps strike fighter inventories. DON said the plan will reduce strike fighter procurement costs by about $35 billion, but increase strike fighter readiness costs by about $16.5 billion, resulting in a net savings of about $18.5 billion. DON in June 2005 modified the TAI plan to respond to increased operational tempo. The TAI plan raises several potential oversight issues. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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name redacted and Ronald O'Rourke
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Summary

“The Department of the Navy (DON) in 2003 began implemening a Navy-Marine
Corps Tactical A Inegation (TAI) plan aimed at more closely integratng Navy and
Marine Corps stike fghter inventories. DON said the plan wil reduce strke fighter
procurement costs by about S35 bllon, but increase strike fghtr readiness costs by
‘bout $16.5 billon,resuling in  netsavings of bout $15.5 billion. DONin June 2005
‘madified the TAI plan o respond o increased operationa tempo. The TAI plan rases
several potential oversight issues. This report will be updated a5 events warrant.

Background

Navy and Marine Corps Sitike Fighters. The Navy und Masine Corps, which
make up the Department o the Navy (DON), each operate hundreds of stike fighters.
“The Navy fields F/A-1C/D Hoenets F/A-SE/F Super Hornets, and F- 13 Tomcas. The
Marine Corps fields F/A-18C/Ds and AV-SB Harrier VSTOL (vericallshort takeoff and
landing) “jump jets.” The Navy plans o sift 0. combination of Super Hommets and 35
Joint Stike Fighters (SFs). while the Marine Corps plans 1o shift 10 an all JSF strke
fighter force. Consistent wih these plans, DON in FY2004 and subseaquent years plans
1o procure addiional F/A-ISE/Fs forthe Navy and JSFs for the Navy and Marine Corps..

Proposed Tactical Alr Integration Plan. In 2003, DON be
‘Navy-Masine Corps Tuctical Air Intgation (TAI) plan aimed i mor
the Navy and Marine Corps srike fightr forces. Key elements of the plan, which would
be carried out between lte-FY2003 and FY2012. include the following:

+ Operate a smaller total number of DON srike fighters. The planned

total number of operational DON stike fighter i t be reduced. This

Formor on these prograns, see CRS Report RL30624, Miliay Airerafthe F/A-SE/F Super
Homer Progran: Backsround and lsues for Congress, CRS Report RLS63. Joint Sirke
Fighter (1SF) Program: Background.Staius, nd lscs i CRS Lsue Briet 1892115, Tacical
Aieraft Modernzation: ssues for Congress l by (name rdcted)
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