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Summary

There has been general support for providing additional equipment to state and local first responders to help them deal with potential terrorist attacks. The Homeland Defense Equipment Reuse (HDER) Program is a small program operated jointly by the Department of Energy (DOE) and the Office for Domestic Preparedness (ODP) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). HDER gives first responders identified by ODP excess radiological detection and related equipment obtained mainly from DOE sites and the Navy.(1) It was established in 2002 as a pilot project for large metropolitan areas to determine if there was sufficient supply and demand. Based on their experience, DOE and DHS decided to continue HDER as a program for first responders nationwide beginning June 1, 2003. A likely future issue is the appropriate size and role of such a program. Should Congress expand it to foreign recipients, permit it to accept excess equipment from nongovernmental sources, or specify the types of equipment it should provide? This report will be updated as appropriate.
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Summary

There has been general support for providing additional equipment 10 state and
localfiest responders to hlp them deal with potental errorist atacks. The Homeland
Defense Equipment Reuse (HDER) Progranis & small program operated jointly by the
Department of Energy (DOE) and the Offce for Domesic Preparedess (ODP) of the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). HDER gives first responders identiied by
ODP excess radiological detection snd related equipment obtined mainly from DOE
sites and the Navy." I was established in 2002 4 a pilo project for large metropolitun
areas to determine if there was suffcient supply and demand.  Based on their
experience, DOE and DHS decided to contnue HDER as program fo first responders
mationwide beginning June 1.2003. A likely uture issue s the appropriat sze and role
of sy program. Should Congress expand it foreign ecipients. permit it 1 accept
excess equipment from nongovermmental sources, or specify the types of equipment it
Should provide? Thisreport will be updated as appropriate.

Description

States and communitiessre expressing, with increasing urgency. concern that they
e more resources o prepase fortertorst attacks. I their view, the threat i ncreasin
their resources are shrinking. and the federal governmentis imposing requirements o

Sce U. . Department of Homeland Secuiy. Office for Dormestic Preparedacss. “Homelnd
Delense Equipment Reuse Program (HDER) Program Foct Sheet” June 2003
By ojp usdo. goviodpldoc HDERFactShect0603pd]. and “Homeland Defense
Equipment Reuse  Program Bulctin.” [t/ op usdo goviodpldocsiderballtns bl
and U.S. Departnent of Enrgy. Assets Usliztion Program. ~Homeland Detense Equipment
Reuse Program." [hepepic ¢ doe govlepiclpdis/HDERP. Fuctsheet p]. Foroher programs
hat assist et responder. sce CRS Report RL32348, Selected Federal Homeland Securty
Assistance Programs: A Sunmars. by (name redacied)
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