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Summary

President Bush has said that the current process for confirming federal appellate and district court judges is too partisan and has broken down, echoing a critique raised by most contemporary Presidents. In late 2002, Bush proposed a series of changes to the system that, he argues, would accelerate the process by setting timetables for action and guaranteeing a Senate vote on each nominee. The proposal raises questions about the traditional powers of the Senate and its constitutional role in offering "advice and consent" on the dozens of nominations submitted each year for the third branch of government, the judiciary. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

President Bush has said that the cureent process for confsming federal appellte
‘and distictcourt judges i too parisun and has broken down, echoing 4 critique raised
by most contemporary Presidents. In late 2002, Bush proposed a sries of changes to
thesystem tha, e argues, would sccelerat the process by seting imetables for action
‘and guaranieeing a Senite vote on cach nomince. The proposal raises questions about
the traditional povwers of the Sente and it consitutional role in offering “advice and
consent” on the dozens of nominations submitied each year for the third branch of
L the judiciary. This report wil be updated as events wareant

Background

The Constiution gives both the President and the Senate authoriy over the
sppointment o federal judges to the U.S. courts of appeal and the U.S. distict courts.
The President is authorized 10 make the selection “by and with the Advice and Consent
Of the Senate” in Artcle IL Section 2.

-
heselection and confrmation of ederaljd
ing a choice for a lifetime appoiatment (o how fast the process should work.
Republican President Ronald Reagan found it mch mor diffcul tha hi predecessors
10 et hi judges through a Senate contolld by Democrats in the 100° Congress.”
Presidents since Reagan have encounteed problems winning approvalof ther judicial
nominces. prticularly when the Senae s conteoled by the apposing party.

e CRS Report RL31635, Judical Nomination Statstics: U.S. District and Circuit Cours
19772002, by (e redacted) and Micname redaced)
ElloLE.Slotick. A Historcal Perspctive on FederalJudicialSlection " Judicanure, vo. 6.

July-August 2002_pp. 13-16. Seealso, Judicial Nominaion Statisics: U S Disric nd
Cours, 1977-2002.
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