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Summary

The Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia held public referenda from March through September 2003 on becoming members of the European Union (EU). These nine countries plus Cyprus are expected to accede to the EU in May 2004, bringing the EU's total membership to twenty-five. This report briefly analyzes the referenda results and implications. It will not be updated. For additional information see CRS Report RS21344, European Union Enlargement.
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Summary

“The Caech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland Slovakia,
‘and Slovenis held public referenda from March through September 2003 on becom
‘members of the European Union (EU). These nine couniies plus Cyprus are expected
10 accede 1o he EU in May 2004, bringing the EU's total membership to twenty-five.
“This report briefly analyzes the referends results and implications. 1t will not be
updated. For udditional information sce CRS Report RS21344, European Union
Entargement.

Background to the Referenda

i major enlargement process that il expand
the Union from fifteen o tweaty-five potentally more in the
coming years. The current round of enlargemen s notable or itssize (which will expand
the EU zone from 375 1o over 450 million people) and inclusion of many former
Communist bloc countries. Ten candidate counisies — Cyprus, the Crech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary. Latvi, Lithuania, Mala, Poland, Slovakia. and Slovenia —concluded
aceession egotiations in December 2002 and sgned the Treaty of Accession on Apri 16,
2003 in Athens. Bulgariaand Romaniaaim (o join the EU by 2007. Tuskey i ecognized
s an EU candidate, and the countries of the western Balkans also seek eventual EU
‘membership. although no target entry date s b identified for these sttes.

“The European Usion s mbarking

From March through Septersber 2003, nine of the ten acceding countres held public
Joining the EU according to their own constitational procedures (Cyprus did
ot hold  referendum but ratifed the sccession teaty through 4 parliamentry vote).
While individual results varied, all of the referenda outcomes favored EU membership,
paving the way for the acceding countries o become full members by May 1, 2004, and
participate in the June 2004 elections for the European Parliament. The iftcen curre
U menber states s wellas the European Parlament must also raify the accession treaty
e European Parliament did so in April 2003).
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