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Summary

Since ancient times, the concept of diplomatic immunity has been recognized in relationships between sovereign entities. More recently, the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations served to codify customary practice concerning the recognition and scope of diplomatic immunity. This report describes the history behind the principle of diplomatic immunity, as well as international and domestic law concerning the scope of this immunity.
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Summary

ept of diplomatic immunity has been recogized in
eltionships between sovereign entiies. More recently. the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations served o codify customary practice concerning the ecognition and
scope of diplomsatic immunity. This report describes the history behind the principle of
diplomatic immunity, as well us international and domestic L concerning the scope
of this immunity.

Since ancient times the c

Historical Background of Diplomatic Immunity

Fromthe earliesofimes, neraction between sovereign entiies has eguired secure
means of communication between & government and its envoys in order o faciiate
overnmens. Sovereign entties have lon recognized the concept of
 from the jurisdicton ofthe receiving sovereign as being necessary
o ensure thatthese channels of communicaton re preserved. The concept of dplomaic
immunity has long-standing roots n intermational practce, and can be traced s far back
s th ancient civilizations of China, India, and Egypt.' The G

reconds tht the ancient Greek Ciy-States regularly exchanged special
ambassadors were ceremoniously received and courteousy rated by the receiving Ciy-
State* The early Romans. o, maintained ety elations with neighboring natons that
included acive diplomatc exchange.”

relations betve
diplon

United States v Enger, 472 . Supp. 490, 504 (D. N.J. 1978 ciing PLISCHKE, CONDLCT 05
AMERICAN DIPLOMACY 3 (3% ed. 1959).For example, Ramses I of Egypt nd the Hitites
negotiated a treaty including provsions fo the immunity of cach nation's iplomats within the
eceiving aton. 1.t 5040

BISWANATH SEY, A DIFLOMAT'S HANDHOOK OFINTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE 3(3 e
18%)
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