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Summary

On January 14, 2004, President George W. Bush announced new goals for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), directing the agency to focus on returning humans to the Moon by 2020, and eventually sending them to Mars and "worlds beyond." The President invited other countries to join. Most of the funding for this "Vision for Space Exploration" is to be redirected from other NASA activities, including terminating the space shuttle program in 2010, and ending U.S. participation in the International Space Station by 2016. NASA released an implementation plan for the Vision on September 19, 2005, and estimated the cost of returning humans to the Moon by 2018 (NASA's current goal) at $104 billion. An estimate for sending people to Mars was not provided. This report identifies issues Congress has been considering as it debates the President's Vision. This is the final edition of this report; see CRS Issue Brief IB92011, U.S. Space Programs: Civilian, Military, and Commercial, by [author name scrubbed], for further information.
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Summary

On Junuary 14, 2004, President George W. Bush announced new goals for the
National Aeronautics and Space Adminisration (NASA).directing th agency o focus
retuming humans  the Moon by 2020, and eventually sending the to Mars and
orlds beyond." The President invited other countries o join. Mostofth funding for
s “Vision for Space Exploration” is to be redisected irom other NASA activites,
including terminating the space shutte progran in 2010, ending U.S. participation
inthe Intermational Space Station by 2016. NASA released an impl
the Vision on September 19, 2005, and estimated the cost of returning
‘Moon by 2018 (NASA's current goal) at $104 illon. An estimate for e
10 Mars was not provided. This report identifies issues Con
s it debates the President’s Vision. ‘This is the fina edition of ths 1
Issue Brief 1B92011. UL.S. Space Programs: Civilan, Military, and Commercial, by
same redacted), for further information.

Overview of President George W. Bush’s Vision for Space
Exploration

On January 14,2004, President George W. Bush
Exploration” _[htp:/www.whitehouse.
Amplified by documentsfrom the White House Offce of Science und Techaology Policy

(The lst time Americans walked on the Moon was in 1972.)

« Eventualy. stronauts would g0 to Mars. No date was announced.

« Roboic probes wouldserve s trailblazers for humsan explorers. The st
e Vision wouldbe launched to the Moon in 2005.

enatonal Space Station (ISS) would be compleed

by 2010. The President promised that the United States would meet its
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