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Summary

This report is a section by section explanation of the effects of S. 1709, the SAFE Act, on current law. The SAFE Act was introduced in the 108th Congress "to amend the USA PATRIOT ACT to place reasonable limitations on the use of surveillance and the issuance of search warrants."
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Summary

“This reportis a section by sction explanation of the effects of 5. 1709, the SAFE.
‘Act,on current . The SAFE Act was inteoduced in the 108th Congress “to amend
the USA PATRIOT ACT to pluce reasonable limittions on the use of surveillnce and
the issuance of search warmans,

Section 1. Short Title. Section 1 ofthe bilc
and Freedom Ensured Act of 2003" or “SAFE Act.”

tains the short i, th

ceurity

Section 2. Limitation on Roving Wiretaps under the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978.

A Proposed Amendment of 50 U.S.C. §1805(c)(1). Section 180S(e)(1 lists
the information required o be specified n an order pproving an electronie surveilnce.
Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of ths section state that an order forun electronic surveillance
Would need (0 speciy, amongst other things: (A)the dentty, if known,or a desciption
Ofthe target; and, (B) the nature and location of each of the faciliiesor places at which
the electronic surveillance will be directed, if known. Therefore, the statute allows for
orders o be issued without requir ment o specifcall idenify the target o
the place of the electronic surveillance,

Section 2 of the SAFE Act proposes 10 mend 50 U.S.C. § 150S(@)(1 i w0 ways
by requiring an order for electronic survellance [hereinafter referred 10 2 “order'] to
dently either the argetof the order or the place. The SAFE Act proposes (0 amend §
150S(c) by adding language tha would require that, i the identity of the target is not
Known, the order provide a descripton of the target and the nature and location of the
facilites and places at which the electonic surveillance will be direeted. Furthermore, in
cases where the faciltes or places of surveillance are not known, it would require he
order to identify the target. In effect, the SAFE Act would only allow clectronic

Congressional Research Service & The Library of Congress





