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Summary

Since armed rebels seized control of Haiti's fourth largest city, Gonaives, on February 5, 2004, and protests calling for President Aristide's resignation culminated in his departure on February 29, there has been increasing concern about a looming humanitarian crisis. With events on the ground constantly shifting and an increasing lack of security, assessments of the humanitarian situation remain fluid and subject to change. This report covers recent developments and the humanitarian response to the crisis by the United States and other international actors. It will be updated as events warrant. For further information, see CRS Report RL32294, Haiti: Developments and U.S. Policy Since 1991 and Current Congressional Concerns, by [author name scrubbed].
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Summary

Since armed rebels seized control of Hai's fourth largest ciy. Gonaives, on
February 5. 2004, and protests calling for President Asistide's esignation culminted
i bis depariure on February 29, there has been increasing concern sbout 3 loom
humanitarian criss in Haiti, With events on the ground constantly shifting and an
increasing lack of securiy, ssessments o the humanitaian situation remain fuid and
subject to change. This report covers recent developments and the humanitarian
response to the crisis by the United States und other international actors. 1 will be
updated asevents warrant. For furthernformation. see CRS Isue Bref IB96019, Hii:
Issues for Congress by (name redacted).

area of 10714 square miles (dbout the size of
Maryland)." Located in the central Caribbean, Hait makes up one-third of the island of
Hispaniola and shares a bonder to the cast with the Dominican Republic. Population
estimates range from 7.5 million to 8.3 millon, with roughly S0% living in poverty
According to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), with an snnual
per capita income of $400, Haitiis “the porest country in the Western Hemisphere.
Contibuting fuctors include its high infant and maternal mortalty, malnutsiton, and
severe healthissues (such as AIDS : Haitans have an average life expectancy of 53 years.

ined with poitical unrest,

“The Republic of Hait covers

aturl resources con

Poorlteracy raes, poverty, and erodin
i decline, and increasing insecuriy have contributed to u lack of developme

and investment.”

US. Depariment o Stte, Burean of Westem Hermisphers Affars, Backsround Note: Ha
Noxeimber 2003

CIA. The World Fact Book. “Hait” United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
'UNHCR Regional Ofice Washington Hotspot Profle on Hait” UNHCR Regional Offic for
the U.S. nd the Caribbean, February 2005

5. Ageney fo ncenatonal Development,“BulgetJustfication o the Congress.” Fiscal Year
2004 See sico. USAID/Hait: Population and Heslh st (bt/vwv.usaigov el |
and USAID: Haia [hap o usaid govai.
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