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Summary

The European Union (EU) has experienced significant changes over the last few years. The EU has enlarged from 15 to 25 members and has been working to implement a new constitutional treaty to institute internal reforms and further political integration. The EU has also taken steps toward developing a common foreign policy and defense arm. This report describes the current status of the EU's constitutional treaty, EU enlargement, the EU's evolving foreign and defense policies, and possible implications for U.S.-EU relations. It will be updated as events warrant. For more information, see CRS Report RS21372, The European Union: Questions and Answers.
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Summary

“The European Urion (EU) has experienced significant changes over the last few.

years. The EU has enlrged from 1510 25 members and has been working to implement

‘anew consitutionaltreaty o nstitue internal reforms and further political i

“The EU bas also tsken steps toward developing a common fo

arm. This report describes the current staus of the EU's con
foreign snd defense policies an

Tor U-S.-EU relatons. 1t will be updated s events warrant. For

(CRS Report RS21372, The European Union: Questons and Answers.

ossble implications

The EU’s Constitution

Background. The Europes!
it deinsand mansges pofica nd conomic coopertion o
Cyprus, the Crech Republic, Denmask, Estonia, Finland. France,
Genmany, Gresc, Hangar, slnd, Taly Luvi, Lithaan, Lxembourg. Malta. i
Netherlands, Poland. Portugal, Slovaki, Sloveria, Spain, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom). In June 2004, EU leaders concluded work on a constitutional treaty that
contains changes 1o the EU's governing institutions and decision-making processes
Commonlyreferted 0.0 the “constitution.” this new treaty aims o'
operate ffectively and prevent gridlock, boost the EU's visbilty on the world tuge.
enance the Union's democraticlegitimacy. It grew out of the 2002-2003 Con
the Future of Europe and previous EU effots o insitue inter

Major innovations i the over 300-page constituion include abolishing the EU's
otating presidency in favor o  single indiyidual with longer enues creating a new EU
foreizn minister positon that il combine the roles o the High Representative for the
Common Foreign und Sccuriy Policy and the External Relaions Commissioner:
increasing the European Parliament's powers by extending its decision-making rights (o
‘additional policy areas; and decreasing the size of the Commission in 2014. EU leaders
o agreed to simplify the EU's current, complex system of Qualified Msjorty Voing
(QMV): beginning in 2009, QMY decisions will sequire 55% of member staes
(compromising a east 1 of them) representing a least 65% of the EU's population. In
the defense feld, EU leaders approved: “mutual assistance clause” thathas been ikened
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