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Summary

This report examines the bombings and other civil unrest that occurred in Uzbekistan on March 28-April 1, 2004. Implications for Uzbekistan and U.S. relations and assistance are examined. This report may be updated. Related products include CRS Report RS21238, Uzbekistan; and CRS Issue Brief IB93108, Central Asia, updated regularly.
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Summary

“This report examines the bombings and other civil unvest that oceurred in
Usbekistan on March 28-Apeil 1, 2004, Implications or Uzbekistan and U.S. reltions
and assstance are examined. This report may be updated. Related products include
(CRS ReportRS21238, Usbetistan: and CRS Isue Brief 1893108, Central i, updted
regolarly.

Background'

Since gaining independence afier the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Usbekistan has been led by its former communist leader, Islam Karimov. 1 has made

s since then in democratization, market reforms, and espect for umman
f s observers. The World Bank
eports that the qualty of life for mos of the populaion of twenty-five million — the
largest of any state in Central Asia — has improved ltle or deteriorated in terms of
healthcare, education, housing, and ncome. The Karimov government has moved harshly
1o sifle dissent by jailing and tortusing thousands of alleged political opponents and
Ilamic extremists, acconding (o the State Department’s Country Reports on Human
Rights Practicesfor 2003,

Usbekistan has suffered several terrorist attacks in recent years aimed ot
oxethrowing the Karimov government. n 1999, car bombings occurred n Tashken (the
capital). Several hundred suspects were detained and several dozen were conticted on
charges of belonging 10 the slamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) terorist group. In
late 1099 and late 2000, Islamic extzemists led by the IMU launched attacks against
Kyeyzstan and Uzbekistan, but were repelled. Another expected attack in 2001 was
presumably pre-empted in part by the IMU's focus on asisting ol Qaeda and Taliban

Sourcs fo tis report include the Foreign Broadeast nformation Service (FBIS), Central
Eurasia: Dy Report: Eurasia Insght Johnson’s s the Stte Departments Washington File
and Reuters,Agence France Presse (V). Assocated Press (AP). and other newswies
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