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Summary

The Air Force has expressed interest in developing a bomber variant of the F-22A Raptor to "bridge the gap" between today's bombers and a follow-on bomber in 2037. Questions exist regarding the FB-22's feasability, cost, and combat potential. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

“The Air Force has expressed interest i developing  bormber variant of the F-22A
Raplor to “bridge the gap" between today's bormbers and a folow-on bornber in 2037
Questions exist regarding the FB-22's feasability, cost, and combat potental. This
report willbe updated s events warant.

Background

12002 it was reported that Lockeed Martn Corp. had begun studying a radically
‘modified version ofthe Raptor calld the FB-22.. This variant would seck to ignificantly
increase the F-22s ir-o-ground capabilitics, primarily throuzh  redesign that would
double the sirraft’s range and significantly increase the sierall’s inernal puyload.'
Some estimate that the delia-winged FB-22 could caey up to 30 of the developmentl
250-1b Small Diameter Bombs. These potenial improvements would likely resul in
Some performance tradeofTs,such s reduced acceleration, speed. and maneuerabilty.

‘Although notoffcially part of the F-22A progran, the FB-22 idea appessed to gain
\eaction during the frst George W. Bush Administrtion. Former Air Force Secretary
James Roche favored the FB-22 as the platform of choice for providing bettr close air
support for omorrow sround forces." Air Force leaders have also depicted the FB-22
s & medium-range bomber that could sérve as  “bridge” between the current bomber
force and a follo-on capabilty o be filded n the 2037 time-frame. In April 2004, the
A Force ssued 3 “request for informtion” on resources and technologies that m
contrbute t0a regional, orintrim bormbe.

Other offcials have reportedly show less interest n the FB-22. Former Air Force
acquisition chief Marvin Sambur sad tht the F-22A’s developmental diffculies would
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