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Summary

The NATO allies discussed such issues as Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Balkans at their summit in June 2004. Improved capabilities were a theme touching on a range of issues. The summit occurred at a moment when there is discontent in the alliance over the Bush Administration's handling of Iraq. This report may be updated. See also CRS Report RL32342, NATO and the European Union, by [author name scrubbed] and [author name scrubbed].
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Summary

“The NATO alies discussed such issues a5 Irag. Afghs
the summit n June 2004, Improved capabilities were a the
issues. The summit occurred a & moment when there isdiscontent n the aliance over
the Bush Administsation’s handling of Irag. This report may be updated. See also CRS

Report RL32342, NATO and the European Union, by (name redacted) and (name redactf).

Background

NATO held a summit in Isanbul, Turkey, June 2529 2004, The Bush
Administration has emphasized such issues s developing new missions and capabilities
1o combat temorism and the prolifration of weapons of mass destruction (WMD),
However, Iraq's future and Afghanistan dominated the meetings. Some allis are critical
O U.S. leadership i Irag, Most alies believ that the stabilization of Afghanistan s the
lliance’s key task. Other issues of note under iscussion were new capabilities: NATO's
ole i the Balkans; and possible future enlargement of the allance.

Irag

“The LS. invasion of Iraq in 2003 and subsequent efforts o sabilize that country
have cased great controversy in the allance. In February 2003, shorly before the war,
spted tblock U.S. efforts o provideallied defensive
assistance to Turkey because they contended that such assistance would be tantamous
jowledzment that war was necessary and imminent. The conflit and cnsuin
fiilure to locate WMD sharpened a debate among the llis over the degree to which
international insitutons. such as the U.N.,should be relied upon for political measues.
such s inspections, before resortng to the use of force.

NATO's currentnvolvement in Iraq s minimal. The alliance provides logistical and
‘communications asistance 0 Poland, which leads military stabiliztion efforts i partof
the couniy. Sixteen of NATO's 26 members provide forces o the L.S.-led Mulinational
Force, but these forces, with the exception of those from Briain, laly and Poland. are
smallin number.

Congressional Research Service & The Library of Congress





