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Summary

On April 5, 2004, Indonesia successfully completed the first step of a multi-phase election process for 2004. The first phase elected the national legislature and the new regional representative council. The second phase, held on July 5, 2004, sought to elect a President. This led to a run-off election on September 20, 2004, between Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, the current president, and Megawati Sukarnoputri, the former president of Indonesia. The 2004 elections were judged to be free and fair. This bodes well for evolution of democracy in Indonesia. Nationalist and secular parties were the most popular with voters. The Islamist parties' limited appeal can be attributed more to their anti-corruption and good governance policies than to an overtly Islamist agenda. This report will not be updated.
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Summary

On Apil 5. 2004, Indonesia suceessfully completed the st step of a multi-phase
election process for 2004 The first phase elected the mtional legislture and the new
regional representative council The sccond phase, held on July 5. 2004, sought o elect
a President, This Jed o a run-off election on September 20, 2004, betsieen Susilo
‘Bambang Yudhoyono, the current president, and Megawati Sukasnoput, the former
president of Indonesia. The 2004 elections were judged to b free and fir. This bodes
wellfor evolution of democracy in Indonesia. Nationalist and secular partes were the
most popular with voters. The Ilamist parties’ imited appeal can be aibuted more
totheiranti-corruption and good governance policies than toan overty Ilamist sgends.
“This report will ot be updted.

April Parliamentary Elections

The Indonesian General Election Commission (KPU) registered 147 million
Indonesians 10 take part n the Aprl 5, 2004 poll in which 7500 candidates from 24
poltical parties ran for 550 seats in the national legislature (DPRD)." One hundred and
enty eght individuals were also clcted to the new Regional Representative Council
(DPD). Analyss of the clection attributed the decline in support for former President
Megawai’s Indonesian Democrati Partyof Struggle (PDI-P), ascompared with the 1999
parliamentary lections, o the lack o economic growth, Megawat’s governing syl and
continuing government corruption The vote was generally peaceful with the exception
of limited fighting between Free Aceh Movement (GAM) forces and the Indonesian
National Defense Forces n theregion of Nanggoroe, Acch Darussalam. (See able below
forelecton results)
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