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Summary

In its final report, the 9/11 Commission concluded that funding and completing a "biometric entry-exit screening system" for travelers to and from the United States is essential to our national security. The commission noted that the United States has built the first phase of a biometric screening system known as US-VISIT, and recommended that the "patchwork" of other border screening systems be consolidated with US-VISIT to serve as the basis for a single system to streamline border inspections. This report provides an overview of biometric technologies and the major U.S. biometric border screening systems, including US-VISIT, and discusses issues such as cost, performance, and user acceptance. Based in part upon the commission's recommendations, Congress included biometric provisions related to entry/exit control in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (P.L. 108-458). This topic will probably continue to be of interest to the 109th Congress. This report will be updated as needed.
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Summary

s fnl seport the 9711 Commission coneuded that fndin and completing &
“biome 10 and from the United Sttes is
essntialtoourmatonal securty. Thecommssion noted thatthe United States as built.
e et phase of 4 blometic screcnng sysem known s US-VISIT, and recommended
hatthe “patchwork” f other bordersreening systems b consolidated with US-VISIT
o sere s the bsis for  single system to trcamline border inspections. This report
provides an overview: of biomeric tchnologies and the major U.S. biometric border
Screning systcms including US-VISIT. s discusses sses suchas cos. performance
and use accepance. Besed inpaet upon the commision'srecommendations. Congress
included biometicprosionsrlated o cneyexitcontrol i hetllgence Reform nd
Termoriam Prevention Actor 3004 (PL 108-455) This opic wilprobably cont

be o intrest 0 the 109 Congress. This eport will b updated 1 nce

Introduction

“The National Comnission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United Staes, commony
Known as the 9/11 Commission, found that “constraining terorist ravel should become
‘avialpartof counterterrorism stategy.” Noting that“alse lentities are used by lerroists
10 avoid being detected on  watchlist” and that “biometic identfirs make such evasions
far more difficult,”the commission recommended that

The Department o Homeland Sccurity.properly supportd by the Congress. should
complte, 2 quickly a possbl.  bometrc ntry ot sersening system. inclucing
a single syatemfor speeding qualfed ravelers.

The commission identifed the Uited States Visitor and Immigrant Staus Indicator
Technology program (US-VISIT) usthe s phase ofsuch a rogram, and ecommended
hat this system be fully integrated with other border scrcening systems. It further
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