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Summary

H.R. 420, 109th Congress, the Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act of 2005, was reported by the House Judiciary Committee on June 14, 2005 (H.Rept. 109-123), and passed by the House on October 27, 2005. H.R. 420 would strengthen Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and would narrow the choice of venues for personal injury actions, other than class actions, brought in state and federal courts. The bill's Rule 11 provisions would apply to all civil actions, not just tort actions. Rule 11 provides for sanctions against parties who file frivolous claims or defenses, or who file a paper for any improper purpose.(1)
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Summary

HLR420, 109 Congress. the Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Actof 2005, was reported
by the House Judiciary Committee on June 14,2005 (HRept. 109-123),and passed by
the House on October 27, 2005. HLR. 420 would st
Rules of Civil Procedure. and would narrow the choice of venues for personal injury
actions,other than class actions, brought i state and federal courts. The bill's Rule 11
ovisions would apply 1 al cvil actions, not just tot actions. Rule 11 provides for
Sanctions sgainst purties who fle frivolous claims or defenses, or who file  paper for

any improper purpose.

Rule 11

Rule 11 of the Federal Rules ofCiil Procedure currently provides that federal courts
‘may” impose sanctions upon attomeys,law firms, or parties wha, among other hi
il rivolous claims ordefenses, o file “a pleading, wrtten motion, o other paper . for
any improper purpose. such as (o harass. of o cause unnecessary delay or neediess
increase in the cost of itigation.™ The sanctions that & court may impose include
onder 10 pay a penalty into court” or, if “warranted o effectve deterrence, an order
disectng payment” o he opposing party “of some or al of the reasonable attommeys” fees
and other expenses incurred s dieet result o the violation.” Such sanctions “shall be
limited to what i sufficient o deter repetition of such conductor comparable conduct by
others similrly situaed

Rule 11(d) provides that Rule 11 does “not apply 10 disclosures and discovery
requests, esponses, objections, and motions thatare subject (0 the provisions of Rules 26
through 377 HLR. 20 asintroduced would have repealed Rule 11(0), but the reported
and passed versions of the bill would not.

HR. 420, 109° Congress, as insoduced, is identical o HR. 4571, 108" Congress. 15
introduced. The two bill were o longeridentical s reported and passd by the House.

The Federal Rules of Cvil Procedure ppest in e 25, US. Code.

Congressional Research Service & The Library of Congress





