

[image: cover image]




  Education Reform in Pakistan




Education Reform in Pakistan


RS22009 -- Education Reform in Pakistan





December 23, 2004


















Summary

Pakistan's primary education system ranks among the world's least effective. The Bush Administration, Congress, and the 9/11 Commission each have identified this issue as relevant to U.S. interests in South Asia. Legislation passed by the 108th Congress called for U.S. support to "improve and expand access to education for all [Pakistani] citizens" and required the Secretary of State to report on Pakistan's education reform strategy and the U.S. strategy to provide relevant assistance. This report reviews education reform efforts in Pakistan and U.S. assistance, and includes discussion of current policy. This report will be updated.
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Summary

Pakistan's primary education system ranks among the world's lesst effective. The

fied this
sue as relevant to U.S. inerests in Souh Asia. Legislation passed by the 108
Congress called for U.S. support o “improve and expand access o education for all
[Pakistani] citizens” and required the Secretary of Stte o0 report on Pakistan's
education reform stratezy and the ULS. strategy fo provide relevant assistance. This
report reviews education reform efforts in Pakistan and US. assistance. and includes
discusion of curtent policy. This report will be updated.

Problem Overview

U policymakers have identified the poor quality of Pakisan's education syste
s relevant o both immedist and longer-term U.S. interests in South Asia’ The Bush
‘Administration staes thatthe top U.S. poliy goal in South Asiais “combating teror and
the conditons tha breed trrorin the frontline sates of Afghanistan and Pakistan.” Italso
s that, “Education is absolutely crucal to Pakistan's devel asamoderate,
raic nation.” The 9/11 Commission Report tecomy

o provide comprehensive support for Pakistan.
improving education. In passing the Intlligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act
O 2004 (P.L. 108-498). Congress endorsed this recommendation and included its own
call for U.S. support to “improve and expand access to education for al [Pakistani]
citizens.” I addition, Sec. S108 of the Foreign Operations FY2005 Appropriations bill

* Pakistan i one of ony 12 worl countiesthat spendsIess than 2% of its GNP on education
The World Bank repots that thesverage Pakistan by receives nly ive year of choolings the
averagegieljus 2.5 years. The U.S. Ageacy or Inemational Development lams thtonly -
third f Pakistanchldren sged 5.9 are sver enroled i schooland ol onehird will complee
the ithgrace. Pakistan's adult ltcracy at s ot 40% and is much lower among females.
The UN. Development Programims's 2004 Human Developrment Report sssis Palistan the
lowest “cducaton index” of any couney ouside Afica. (See Workd Bank Group, “Pakisan
County Repart,” September 2004; USAID Grant Agrcement No. 391004-01: UNDP Human
Developement Report 2004 at g/ undp orgheportglobal/20047 )
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