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Summary

Many argue that the threat of severe wildfires has grown in recent years, because of excessive forest fuels and an increasing number of homes in or near forests. In 2003, President Bush proposed a Healthy Forests Initiative, with numerous regulatory changes to expedite fuel reduction activities. The 108th Congress enacted the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to provide an expedited process for fuel reduction activities and other related programs, and the Southwest Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention Act of 2004 to fund research and promote adaptive management in Ponderosa pine forests. This report summarizes congressional action through 2004, and will not be updated.
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Summary

Many aegue that th theeat of severe wildfires has grown in recent years, because:
of excessive forestfuels and an increasing number of homes n ornear orests. In 2003,
President Bush proposed  Healthy Forests Intiatve, with umerous regulatory changes
to expedite fuel reduction actviies. The 108° Congress enacted the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 to rovide an expedited process forfuel eduction activities and
other related programs, and the Southwest Forest Healih snd Wildfire Prevention Act
f 2004 10 fund research and promote sdaptive managemen in Ponderosa pine forcsts.
“This report summarizes congressional action through 2004, and will not be updated

Introduction

Wildfises, and effors 1 reduce the dumage they cause, have received increased

atention necent years. The 2000 and 2002 fie seasons were, by most measures, amon
the worst in the past 50 years. Many argue that the threat of severe wildfies has grown
i ecent years, because many forests ave unnaturally high fuel loads e £, dead trees and
dense undergrowth) and a historically unnatural mix ofplant species (£ exotic invaders
or an undersory of rees differing from the overstory). (See CRS Report RS20822.
Forest Ecosystem Health: An Overview.) These highes theeats ave rased concerms about
potential damiage to homes tha increasingly abut or ure surrounded by forests — the
wildland-urban interface, o WUL (See CRS Report RS21880, Wildire Protection nthe
Wildland-Urban Interface.) The threas have led o debates over fie protction effors,
including questions ubout funding levels nd fuelreduction reatments e.&..thinning and
prescribed buming).

sional debates about wildie prtection have focused on federal ands —
especiallythe ational forsts administered by the USDA Forest Service (FS) and the

ment (BLM) and othe Depariment o
managed using ederal appropriatons
and federal and managerment is subject o congesional oversight. However the treats
e not lmited o federal Lands. o many lands in the WUL s privately owned. This
veportbrielysummarzesfederal wildfir unding. then iscusesfuel reduction ativiies
and the relted Adsinisteation ctons and legisation in the 108" Congress
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