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Summary

The Broader Middle East and North Africa Initiative (BMENA) is a multilateral development and reform plan aimed at fostering economic and political liberalization in a wide geographic area of Arab and non-Arab Muslim countries. In December 2004, the first BMENA meeting took place in Rabat, Morocco and was called the "Forum for the Future."At the forum, foreign ministers and finance ministers of the countries in the region stretching from Morocco to Pakistan as well as from the countries of the G8 pledged to create several new development programs and committed $60 million to a regional fund for business development. Critics of BMENA contend that the initiative focuses too heavily on economic issues instead of political reform and does little to strengthen non-governmental organizations and civil society groups in Arab and non-Arab Muslim countries. The 109th Congress may consider new democracy-promotion and development programs for the broader Middle East. For additional reading, see CRS Report RS21457, The Middle East Partnership Initiative: An Overview, and CRS Report RL32260, U.S. Foreign Assistance to the Middle East: Historical Background, Recent Trends, and FY2005 Funding. This report will be updated periodically to reflect new developments.
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Summary

“The Broader Middie st and North Afrca e (BMENA) is a mulilateal
development andreform plan amed t ostering economic and polical beralization
i wide geographic area o Arab and non-Arab Muslim courtres. In Decersber 2004,
the st BMENA mecting took place in Rabat Morocco snd was called the “Forum for
Toreign ministersand fince ministrs ofthe countie i the
reion tretching from Moroceo to Pakistan as well 1 from the countries of the G
ed 10 create several new development programs and commitied S60 million 0.3
sionalfund or business development. Ciicsof BMENA contend that the initatve
Tocuses oo heavily on cconomic s instead of polical reform and docs litle to
trengthen non-govemmental organiaions and civi ocity roups n Ardb and o
‘Arab Muslim countie. The 109* Congress may consider new democracy-prormotion
and developmentprograms forthe boader Middle Est.Foradditional eading. se CRS
Repon RS214S7, e Middle EastParnersip niaise: An Overiw: nd CRS Report
RLSD60, US. Foreign Assstance 1o the Middle Eas: Historical Backsroud, Recent
Trends, and FY2005 Funding. This report will b updated peridicaly (o eflctnew
developments.

Background

I & November 2003 specch before the Natonsl Endowment for Democracy
President Bush reterated his commitment o promoting democracy in Iraq and in the
Middle Bast and likened his “forward straegy of frecdom i the Middle East” (0 calier
US. commitments to se democracy spread throughout Easten Europe. The Preside
openy acknowledged in his speech that the United States has not becs

pursuing the spread of democracy to the Middle East by notng that 60 years of Western
nations excusing and accommodating the lack of reedom i the Middle Eastdid nothing
1o mke us safe, because in the long run stability cannot be purchased at the expense of

Congressional Research Service & The Library of Congress.





