

[image: cover image]




  Trade Promotion Authority: Possible Vote on Two-Year Extension




Trade Promotion Authority: Possible Vote on Two-Year Extension


RS22102 -- Trade Promotion Authority: Possible Vote on Two-Year Extension





Updated July 18, 2005


















Summary

Under the Trade Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-210), Congress approved expedited legislative procedures (no amendment, limited debate) for trade agreements that were entered into before July 1, 2005. The Act provided an automatic two-year extension if: (1) the President requested an extension not later than April 1, 2005; and (2) neither House of the Congress adopted an extension disapproval resolution before July 1, 2005. The President submitted the request for an extension on March 30, 2005. An extension disapproval resolution (S.Res. 100) was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Senate Finance Committee on April 6, 2005. Under the 2002 Trade Act, a resolution had to be reported out of committee to be considered on the floor. By July 1, 2005, the Senate Finance Committee had not reported out S.Res. 100. No extension disapproval resolution had been introduced in the House. Therefore, the two year extension was not disapproved, and expedited legislative procedures will apply to trade agreements entered into before July 1, 2007. This product will not be updated.
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Summary

Under the Trade Act of 2002 (PL. 107-210), Congress approved expedited
legislative procedures (no amendment, limited debate) for trade agreements that were
entered nto before July 1. 2005. The Act provided an automatc two-year extension if
(1) the President requestéd an extension not Later than April 1, 2005; and (2) neither
House of the Congress adopted anextension disapproval resoluton before July 1, 2005,
The President submitted the request or an extension on Mazch 30, 2005. Anextension
disapproval resolution (S Res. 100) was introduced in the Senate and referred 1 the

e Finance Comitee on Apel 6, 2005. Under the 2002 Trade Act,a resolution
had o b reported outof commitice o be considered on the floor. By July 12005, the

te Finance Committee had not reported out S Res. 100. No ex
resolution had been introduced in the House. Therefore, the wo yeare
disapproved. and expedited legislative procedures willaply o rade
into before July 1, 2007. This product will not be updted.

Under Title XXI (Bipartisan Trade Promation Auhority Act of 2002) of the Trade
Act o 2002 (P.L107-210), Congress approved expedited procedures for legislation 0
implement trade agre s long a5 the trade agreements were reached before o
deadline of July 1. 2005. The 2002 Trade Act lso provided for an automaic two-year
extension of that deadlin, if certain conditions were met. During the fist alf f 2005,
anissue fo the 109° Congress was whether or not o disapprove the two-year extension,

Trade Promotion Authority in Brief

Trade promotion authority (TPA; formerly called fastrack. authority) is an

inolving the executive and legislative branches that recognizes th distnct
consttutionl responsibiliies of those branches reganding trade negotiations and trade
policy. By virtue of the constitutional power 0 conduct oreign affais, the President has
aulhority 0 negoliate and ente into ageeements with foreign countries, including those
sgreements dealing with trade and triT policy. At the same time. the Constittion gives
Congress the primary power over rade policy under Asticle L. and the Congress decides
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