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Summary

The 109th Congress passed legislation to grant Ukraine permanent normal trade relations (PNTR), that is nondiscriminatory, trade status. The importance of the issue had been elevated since the "Orange Revolution" in Ukraine that led to the election of Viktor Yushchenko as President of Ukraine. The issue before Congress was whether to remove the requirements of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974, including the so-called Jackson-Vanik amendment, and authorize the President to extend unconditional nondiscriminatory treatment to trade with Ukraine. On March 8, 2006, the House passed (417-2) H.R. 1053, and the Senate passed (unanimous consent) it on March 9, 2006. President Bush signed it (P.L. 109-205) on March 23, 2006. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

“The 109" Congress passed legishtion to grant Ukraine permanent norma trade
seltions (PNTR),that i nondiscriminatory, trade status. The importance of the issue
had been elevated since the “Orange Revoluton” in Ukrsine that led o the election of
Vikior Yushehenko s President of Ukraine. The issue before Congess was whether
toremove therequirements of Tide IV of the Trade Actof 1974, including the so-called
Jackson-Vanik amendment, and authorize the President 1o extend unconditional
‘ondiscriminatory reatment to trade with Ukssine. On March 5. 2006, the House
passed (417-2) HLR. 1053, and the Senate passed (unanimous consent) it on March 9
2006, President Bush signed it (P.L. 109-205) on Masch 23, 2006, This report will be
updated as events warran.

issue inU.S -Ukrsinian

anent nornal rade elations (PNTR) status has b
elations since the country obiained it full sovereigaty with the collupse of the Soviet
Union n December 1991 Legislation o grant PNTR o Ukraine had been introduced in
previous Congresses but received no furthe action sscrtis aised concens about som
Ukainian trade practies, among otherssues. Recently. the significance o the issue has
been elevated inthe wake of the “Orange Revolution” in Ukraine that led to the clection
of President Vikior Yushchenko o the end of 2004. At his Apel 4, 2005, Washington
Summit meeting with President Yushchenko, President Bush pledged to work toiards
PNTR for Ukraine. In his April 6, 2005 address o a joint meeting of the LLS.

o urged Mermbers of Congress 1o grant Ukraine PNTR.

Congress, President Yushehe

‘While ostensibly a trade ssue, granting PNTR is seen by many as also  or
policy instrument to convey U.S. support for & democratically-eleced leader who has

iated his intention to szengthen ties with the United States and Western Europe and
reduce. dependence on Russia. Yushehenko hus made PNTR  top priorty in US.-
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