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Summary

With the help of a transitional United Nations administration, East Timor emerged in 2002 as an independent state after a long history of Portugese colonialism and more recently, Indonesian rule. This followed a U.N.-organized 1999 referendum in which the East Timorese overwhelmingly voted for independence and after which Indonesian-backed pro-integrationist militias went on a rampage. Under several different mandates, the United Nations has provided peacekeeping, humanitarian and reconstruction assistance, and capacity building to establish a functioning government. On April 28, 2005, the Security Council established a special one-year political mission to last until May 2006. Many challenges remain, including the need for economic development and sustained support by the international community. Congressional concerns focus on security and the role of the U.N., human rights, and East Timor's boundary disputes with Australia and Indonesia. Over time, East Timor could potentially gain significant wealth from energy resources beneath the Timor Sea.
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Summary

ited Nations administration, East Timor emerged
in 2002 2 un ndependent state ufer  long history of Portugese colonialism und more
secently Indonesian rule. This followed a U N -organized 199 rferendum n which the
East Timorese overwhelniingly voted for independence and aftr which Indonesian-
backed pro-integrationist mliias went on a rampage. Underseveral diffeent mandats,
the United Nations has provided peacekecping, humanitarian and reconsiuction
assistance, and capacity buildi ng government. On April 2,
2005, the Security Council established  special one-year political mission to last until
May 2006. Many chall ced forcconomic development and
Sustained support by the international community. Congressional concerns focus on
Security and the role o the U.N. humanrights. and East Timor's boundary disputes with
‘Austalia and Indonesia. Over time, East Timorcould potentially gainsignifcant wealth
froms enerzy resources beneath the Timor Sea

Wit the elp ofa ransitionsl

2, the Democrat Republc of East Timor (Tin
\don September 27, it became the 191 memberof the United Nations.
With the belp of the United Nations transitional admiistration, East Timor's
independence marked the end of three centuries of Portuguese ule and 24 years of
oL’ Congress may b called upon 1o ddress ssues related o East Timor
sishtion such as 5. 191 and HLR. 586, which examine trade preferences
eveloped countries, Foreign Operations appropriations and proposed cuts 0
the Economic Support Fund. and East Timor's cligibility for the U.S-government
financed Millenium Challenge Account in 2006.
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