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Summary

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is the main federal program concerning the education of children with disabilities. It authorizes state and local aid for special education and related services for children with disabilities and contains detailed due process protections for children with disabilities and their parents. On December 3, 2004, President Bush signed "the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Improvement Act" (P.L. 108-446), a major reauthorization and revision of IDEA. The new law preserves the basic structure and civil rights guarantees of IDEA but also makes significant changes in the law. Most provisions of P.L. 108-446 go into effect on July 1, 2005. This report will briefly discuss several of the major changes made by the reauthorization. For more detailed information see CRS Report RL32716, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): Analysis of Changes Made by P.L. 108-446, by [author name scrubbed] and [author name scrubbed]. This report will not be updated.
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Summary

‘The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is the main federal
program concerning the ducation of hildren with disabiltes. It authorizes state and
Tocal id for special education and relaed services for childeen with disablities and
contain detsled due process protections forchildren with disablities and thei pares.
On December 3, 2004, President Bush signed “the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act Improvement Act” (P.L. 108-446), a major reauthorizaton and revision
O IDEA. The new law presertes the busic structure and civl rights guarantees of IDEA
butalo makes significant changes i the . Most provisions of P.L. 108-34¢
effect on July 1. 2005. This report will brifly discuss several o the mjor
‘made by the reauthorization. For more detailed information see CRS Report RL32716,
Individuals with Disabiliies Education Act (IDEA): Analysis of Changes Made by P.L
108446, by (name redacted) and (name redac - ted). This report will ot be updated.

“The Individuas with Disabilites Education Act' s both o rants staute and a civil
ights statute. It provides federal funding for the education of hildren with disabiliies
and requires, as a condition for the receipt of such funds. the provision of 4 free
appropriate public education (FAPE). The statute also contains detaled due process
provisions t ensure the provision of FAPE. Originally enacted in 1975, the act
responded o increased awareness o the need to educate children ith disabilitis, and
o judicial decisions requiring that sttes provide an education for children with
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