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Summary

This report examines the large-scale domestic unrest that occurred in eastern Uzbekistan in May 2005 that resulted in hundreds of civilian casualties. Implications for Uzbekistan and for its relations with the United States are examined. This report may be updated. Related products include CRS Report RS21238, Uzbekistan; and CRS Issue Brief IB93108, Central Asia, updated regularly.
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Summary

“This report examines the large-scale domestic unrest. that occurted in castern
Usbekistan in May 2005 that reuled in hundreds of ivilan casualties. Implications
for Uzbekistan and foris elatons with the Usited Sttes are examined. ‘This report
may be updated. Related products include CRS Report RS21238, Usbekistan: ind CRS
Issie Brief 1893105, Central Asia, updated regularly.

Background

According 1o the Bush Administraion, Urbekistanis ey stategic parner” in the
Global War on Terror and “one of the most influential counties in Central Asia,” but ts
poorrecord on human rights, demoeracy, and relgious freedom complicaes tes with the
United States. U.S. assistance sims 1o enhance Uzbekistan's sovereiznly. teritorial

ity and sceurity: diminish the appeal of extremism by stzengthening civil society
and respectfor human rights: bolster the developmentof atural resources such s il and
address hums

LS. policy sims toencourage the emergence of secula societal valuesin Uzbekistan
that vl fciltate peaceful and stble political change. However, the govermment of
President slam Kasimoy has made e progress indemocratization, marke eforms, and

15.according t the State Department's Country Reportson Huunan
Rights Praciices for 2004 and the International Monetary Fund's (IMF's) Welfure
Inprovement Srategy for 2005-2010. US. offcials and others have rased concerns that
1hislack of progress could engender instability which might spread throughout the region
and beyond, threaten the status of the coaliion airbase at Karshi Khanabad (K2) that
provides significantaccess o Afghanistan,and heighten the dungerofthe leakage through
or from Uzbekistan of Soviel-era weapons o mass destruction (WMD) techinology or
Know-how,
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