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Summary

The House passed H.R. 1279, the Gang Deterrence and Community Protection Act of 2005, on May 11, 2005. S. 155, the Gang Prevention and Effective Deterrence Act of 2005, addresses many of the same issues often to similar effect and occasionally in the same language found in H.R. 1279. H.R. 1279, among other things, would dramatically increase the criminal penalties that follow as a consequence of a conviction for violent crimes, including gang offenses. It would expand the instances where juveniles charged with federal crimes of violence could be tried as adults and would authorize the establishment of criminal street gang enforcement teams. This is an abridged version -- without footnotes, citations or quotation marks -- of CRS Report RL32946(pdf), Gang Deterrence: A Legal Analysis of H.R. 1279 With References to S. 155. Related reports include CRS Report RL32943, Gang Prevention and Suppression Legislation in the 109th Congress: Side-By-Side Comparison of S. 155, H.R. 970 and H.R. 1279.
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Summary

“The House passed H.R. 1279, the Gang Deterrence and Community rotction Act
o 2005 on May 112005 5. 155, the Gang Prevention and Effctive Deterence Act
of 2005, addesses many of the same isses oftn o sinla efect and occasionaly in
he same langusge found in HLR. 1279 HLR. 1279, among other things. would
dramatically incrase th criminal pealles that ollow s conscauence ofa convition
o vilent crimes, ncluding gang offenses. 1 would expand the instances where
juveniles charged with federal rimes of volence could b tried s aduls and would
authorize the extablishment of crminal steet gang enforcement teams. This is an
abridged verion - without footnoes ctations o guotation marks — of CRS Report
RL32946, Gang Deterrence: A Legal Analsisof LR. 1279 With References 0 5. 155
Relted reports include CRS Report RL32043. Gang Prevention and Suppression
Leiclation n the 109" Congress: Side-By-Side Comparison of . 155, LR, 970 and
1k 1279

Section 101. Criminal Sireet Gangs: Section 101 of HLR. 1279 as passed by the Hous
amends 18 U.5.C. 521. Tt present formsection 521 calsfor sentencing enhancernes
of not more than 10 years for anyone who is a criminal street gang offender. The bill
Would replace 18 U.S.C. 521 with  new., separate crime. 1t would reduce rom 5 o 3 the
numiber of gang members required for coverage under the section. It would outlaw
ttempts and threats to commit 3 street gang offense und would raise the penaly for
conspiracy to commit such an offense. 1t would enlarge the section's pedicate offense
inventory, that i, the crimes that qualfy s steeet gang crimes. 1t would add section 521
to1he listof money loundering predicates. 1t would sequirecriminalforfeitue of property
derived from or sed to faciltate the commission of a violaton of the sct. And it would
establish increased maximum and ies for the misconduct it
proseribes. Where section 521 in it present form makes criminl sireet zang offenses
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 10 years, HLR. 1297 would make the

punishable by imprisonment for e or any erm years not fess than 10 years (by not ess
ha 20 years i the offense resuls i serous bodily injury: by ot less than 30 years i the
predicate offense s kidnaping, aggravated sexual assault, o maiming; and by death or
mprisoniment forife if death resuls). S. 155 would make any violation of s version of
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