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Summary

S. 1337, 109th Congress, would authorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services "to award demonstration grants to States for the development, implementation, and evaluation of alternatives to current tort litigation for resolving disputes over injuries allegedly caused by health care providers or health care organizations." States desiring grants would be permitted to choose from among three models of alternatives to the tort system: the "early disclosure and compensation model," the "administrative determination of compensation model," or the "special health care court model."
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Summary

Human

S. 1337, 109* Congress, would authorize the Secretary of Health a

Services “toaward demonsration grants o States for the development, implementation,

‘and evaluation of altenatives 1o current tort itization for tesolving disputes over

inuries allegedly caused by heali care providers o health care organizations.” Staes
erants wouldbe permitid o choose from among el of alernatives

system: he “carly disclosure and con

ation of compensation model,” o the “special health care court model.
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L7 the “administrative

51337, 109" Cor
st tort reform bills, preempt stat tort Law. Rather. it would add a new section 3990 to
the Public Health Service Act that would authorize the Secretary of Health and Human
Sevices o v den

ration grants o States for the developmen, implementation,

Allegedly caused by bl care providrs o helthcae rganizaions. The
would be authorized o award up to 10 grants, with each ot to exceed a pe

5. 1337 would apply to “health care services” and, unlike S. 354 and HL.R. 534,
which are pending bills tha would preempt stae tort i, would appasenly not apply (0
medical products litigation.

Each state “desiring” 3 demonstration grant would be required (0 de
lternative 1o tort liization for resalving medical malpractice disputes, and pro
reduction of health care rrors by allowing for patient safety data related to disputes
reslved by such alernative 10 be collected and analyzed by organizations that en

i voluntary effots o improve patient safety and the qualty of health care delivery,
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The bill’suse of “desisng.” quoted here and below, ather than “recciving” or“scceping.
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