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Summary

Justice O'Connor has joined the majority of the Court on many important decisions which resulted in limits on federal power. In majority opinions regarding the Tenth Amendment, sovereign immunity, and the power of Congress under the 14th Amendment, she has emphasized the dictates of the Founding Fathers and noted the policies underlying federalism such as the promotion of state accountability.
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Summary

Justice 0" Connor s joined the mjority ofthe Courton many important decisions.
which resulted in imits on federal pover. In majority opinions regarding the Tenth
Amendment, sovereign immunity, and the power of Cangress under the 14"
‘Amendment she has emphasized the dictates of the Founding Fatbers and noied the
policies underlying federalism such s the promotion of stae accountability.

During the 1990s. the Supreme Court issued & series of 5-4 opinions regardin
federalism and the lmits o federal power. These cases dealt with ssues such s the T
Amendment,the Commerce Clause,sovereignin 5 Softhe 14° Am
Justice O'Connor was in the majoriy in most of these cases. and wrole significa
opinions in several of them.’ When Jusice O'Connor was in disent.such as when the
Court considered Congress” Spending Clause power, it was generally o advocate for &
e lmited federal role. Prior o her service on the Cout, Justice O'Connr served as
al, a state legilator, a state (il court judge and 4 sate

sopellc udge. The chperencc ppen o v

The Tenth Amendment

“The Tenth Amendment provides that “posers not el sited States by
the Constitution, nor probibited by it 0 the States,are reserved t the Sats respectively
ortothe people.” Prior to Justice O"Connor' service on the Court, the Courthad decided
i National League of Cities v. Usery that the Tenth Amendment and aspects of stae

Exvin Chemerinsky, Justice O Connor and Federalisn, 32 MeGieorge L. Rev. 590 (2001).
Stephen 1. Wemeil, 0" Connor: A Dual Roe: Intoduction, 13 Woren's s L. Rep. 120, 131
1091

426 U.S. 833 1976). In Usery, the Court struck down gencally spplicsbl fderal wage and
continucd..)
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