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Summary

On June 29, 2005, Senator Patrick Leahy and 31 cosponsors introduced S.J.Res. 20; on the same day, a similar resolution (H.J.Res. 56) was introduced in the House by Representative Martin Meehan. If enacted into law, these resolutions would disapprove, under the Congressional Review Act, a rule promulgated by the Environmental Protection Agency on March 29, 2005, in which EPA determined not to regulate hazardous air pollutants from coal- and oil-fired electric utility units under Section 112 of the Clean Air Act. Introduction of the Senate resolution set in motion procedures under which the Senate may vote on whether to overturn the rule if at least 30 Senators submit a petition to discharge the resolution from the committee to which it is referred. Thirty-two Senators did so on July 18. By that point, no action had yet occurred on the House measure.

This report discusses the EPA rule that is the subject of the disapproval resolution, describes the procedures under which the resolution can be considered, and provides additional references and background information that may be of interest in light of the potential debate. The report will be updated if congressional action warrants.
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Summary

On June 29, 2005, Senator Patsick Leahy and 31 cosponsors introduced S Res.
20;on the same day.  smila resoluton (FLLRes. 36) was introduced in the House by
Representative Martin Mechan. If enacted into v, these resolutions would disspprove,

the Congressional Review Act, a rule promulgated by the Eavironmental
Protection Agency on March 29, 2005, in which EPA deternined not 1o regulate
hazardous aispollutants from coal.and ofl-fsed lectrc utiity units under Section 112
of the Clean Ai Act. Introduction of the Senate resolution set in motion procedures
which the Sente may vote on whether to overturn the rule i at least 30 Senators
submita petition o discharge th resolution from the comitee to which t s refered.
“Thiny-two Senators did 50 on July 18. By that point, no action had yet occured on the
House measure.

“This report discussesthe EPA rle that s the subject ofthe disapproval resolution,
describes the procedures under which the resoluion can be considered, and provides
‘additionalseferences and background information that may be ofinterest n light of the
potenial debate. The report wil be updted if congressional acton warans

Introduction

On March 29, 2005, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated
an earlier EPA determimation that mercury and other hazardous sir
pollutants emitted by electic poser plants should be regulated under Section 112 of the

Revision ofDecerber 2000 Regulatory Finding o the Emissionsof Hazardous Ai Pllutants
from Eleetric Uty Stcam Genersting Units and the Removal of Coal and O3-fired Electric
Uity Steam Generating Units romthe Section 112(¢) List* 10 Pderal Regiser 15994, Masch
20,200,
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