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Summary

Both Houses have approved proposals to reauthorize USA PATRIOT Act sections scheduled to expire at the end of the year. The House passed H.R. 3199 on July 21, 2005, 151 Cong. Rec. H6307; the Senate, S. 1389 on July 29, 2005 (although the Senate substituted its language for that of H.R. 3199 and then passed H.R. 3199; for convenience the Senate version of H.R. 3199 is referred to as S. 1389 here). This is a sketch of those bills and how they differ. Their common provisions deal mostly with expanded federal authority under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) and the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA). The bills make permanent all but two of the temporary USA PATRIOT Act sections. They postpone the expiration of the two, dealing with FISA roving wiretaps and the so-call library or business records authority. In these two, the national security letter statutes, and some of the other USA PATRIOT Act provisions make sometimes parallel and sometimes individualistic adjustments. H.R. 3199 contains a number of features not found in S. 1389 including a first responder grant program, new capital offenses and adjusted capital punishment procedures, sections that in large measure replicate the seaport crimes portions of S. 378 (as reported), a substantial expansion in federal forfeiture authority in terrorism and money laundering cases, and expansion of federal wiretapping authority to embrace investigations into twenty crimes for which the authority did not previously exist. A more detailed version of this report is available as CRS Report RL33027, USA PATRIOT Act: Background and Comparison of House- and Senate-approved Reauthorization and Related Legislative Action.
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Summary

Both Houses have approved proposals o reauthorize USA PATRIOT Actsections
scheduled o expire at the end of the year. The House passed HR. 3199 on July 21
2005, 151 Cong. Rec. H6307: th Senat. . 1389 an July 29, 2005 (ithough the Senate
Substitited its language for that of H.R. 3199 and then passed HR. 3199: for
convenience the Senate version of HLR. 3199 i referred to a 5. 1389 here). This is a
e bills and how they differ. Their common provisions deal mostly with
A authority under the Foreign Inelligence Survellance Act (FISA) and
ations Privacy Act (ECPA). The bills make permanentall bat
o ofhe temporary USA PATRIOT Act sections. They postpone the expration of the
o, dealing with FISA roving wiretaps and the so-call libary or business records
authorty. In these o, the national security leter statutes, and some of the other USA
PATRIOT Act provisions make sometimes parallel and sometimes individuals
adjustments. HR. 3199 contains a umber o features o found in S. 1389 includi
‘st responder grant program, new capital offenses and adjusted capital punishment
procedures, sections that in arge measure replicate the seaport rimes portions of . 375
(a5 reported), a substanial expansion in federal forfeiture authorty in terrorism and
ng cases, and expansion of federal wiretapping authority to embrace
o wenty crimes for which the authorty did not previously exist. A
more detsiled version of this report is availsble as CRS Report RL33027, USA
PATRIOT Act: Background and Comparison of House- and Senate-approved
Reauthorization and Related Legislative Action.

Both House and Senate bills mike the following expiring sections of the USA
PATRIOT Act permanent without amendment: Sec. 20/ (ECPA wiretapping in certain
orism investigations). Sec. 202 (ECPA wirelapping in computer fraud and abuse

e information

notwithstanding any other legal estiction), Sec. 204 (techaical exception for Toreign
inteligence pen regiser/rap & trace device use), Sec. 209 (seizuse of sored voice mail

Sec. 217 (law enforcement access 0 computer
wunications within the intruded system), Sec. 215 (FISA wiretap o
search orders with an accompanying law enforcement purpose (removal of the wall of
separation between criminal catchers and spy catchers)). Sec. 220 (mtion-wide service of
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