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Summary

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a civil rights statute that has as its purpose "to provide a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination against individuals with disabilities."(1) Since its enactment in 1990, it has been the subject of numerous lower court decisions and the Supreme Court has decided nineteen ADA cases. Justice O'Connor has been in the majority in almost all of these decisions and has been a deciding vote in several 5-4 decisions, notably in the recent decisions of Garrett v. University of Alabama and Tennessee v. Lane regarding the application of the Eleventh Amendment to the ADA. This report will not be updated.
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Summary

“The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a civil rights statut that has s s
purpose 10 provide a clear and comprehensive national mandte for the elimination of
discrimination against individuals with disabilities” Since its enactment in 1990, it
has been the subject of numerous lower cout decisions and the Supreme Court has
decided nineteen ADA cases. Justice O'Connor has been n the majorty in almost all
of these decisions und has been 3 deciding vote in several 54 decisions, notably in the
recent decisions of Garret v. Unisersity of Alabama a0 Tennessee v. Lane regar
the applicaion of the Eleventh Amendment 1o the ADA. This report will not be
updated.

Justice 0" Connor has taken partn every ADA case presented to the Suprerme Court
nce on ADA jurisprudence has been significant, if nol always casy to
entator s described Justice O"Connor as “frequenty sidiin

with disabiliies” but
onetheless..sid(ing) with people with disablities i 4 number of important disability
his cases." Her approach has been labeled “pragmalic” and one where the specific
fssues were centralto her decisions.*

42US.C.§12101 e seq For a detailed discussion o the ADA scc CRS Report No. 98921
he Americans with Disabilis Act (ADA): Sttutory Language and Recentlsues by name.
redacted),

For adiscusion of the Supreme Court decisions o the ADA see CRS Report RL31401, The
Americans with Disabilis Act: Supreme Court Decsions, by (name redaced)

»Signifianceof O Connor Resignationfor Disabilty Rights.” [tpi e fanow:argffanone
index.phpmode=A&id-2372:&sort=D)]

* “Justce O'Connor’s ADA Legaey Marked by Pragmatc Conservatism,” 30 Disabily
Compliance Bullern lly 21, 2005).
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