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Summary

Under House and Senate Rules, Members and staff may not solicit gifts for themselves, and may not accept gifts from any source except in narrowly defined circumstances expressly set out in the respective rules. There is no general exception to the current gift rule prohibitions for the acceptance of free "meals," and thus meals provided by outside, private third parties to Members or staff are considered "gifts" to them, and may not be accepted unless under circumstances which meet other specific exceptions. There are a number of circumstances under which Members or staff may accept free meals offered by private individuals under express exceptions in the congressional rules. The most common exceptions to the gifts prohibitions are for gifts of de minimis value (under $50); the exception for gifts from and between family members; gifts made on the basis of a "personal friendship"; personal hospitality at the home of an individual; or meals which are part of a permissible event attended by the Member or employee. Gifts from those who are lobbyists, foreign agents, or who otherwise have an interest in congressional business are of particular concern and require the exercise of the most caution under House and Senate Rules. The House Committee on Standards of Official Conduct has noted, for example, that under the so-called "personal friendship" exemption "where a Member or staff person is offered a gift by a lobbyist or someone else who has interests before Congress and either ... the gift is not paid for personally, or there has not been reciprocal gift giving, the official should not accept the gift on the basis of the personal friendship provision."
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Summary

Under House and Semate Rules, Members and staff may
themselves, and may not accept ifs fom 4ny source except in narrowly defined
circumstances expressly set ou in the respective rules. There is no general exception
o the curtent it rle probibitions for the scceptance of free “meals,” and thus meals
provided by outside, private third pastis to Members o salfare considered “gifs” to
them, and may not be accepted unless under circumstances which meet other specific
exceptions. There are & of circumstances under which Members or staff may
aceept free meals offered by private individuals under express exceptions in the
congressional rules. The mostcommon exceptions o th gis probibitions re for gifls
of de minimis value (under $50); the exception for gifs from and between family
members: gifs made on the bass ofa“personal frendship” personal hospitaliy at the
home of a individual; of meals which ae part of a permisible event atended by the

sber or employee. Gis from those who are lobbyists, forcign agents, or Who
otherwise have an inirest in congressionl business e of particular concern and
require the exercise of the most caution under House and Sente Rules. The House

ot solict gifs for

Comaitee on St e that under the so-

3ok pa o persomaly o e hes ot een ol i hing. e ol shold
ok acept e it a1 bsi o the persoalFcadip rovision,

“The Rules of the House of Represcntatives and the Rules of the Semate, in
conjunction with federal aw. establih the general proposition hata Member o Congress
‘may not soliit any il froms interesed sources, and may not aceept gifs from any
source except under circumstnces expressly permitted n the House and Senate Rules."

House Rule XXV, clause 5)(1)Y): Sense Rule XXXY. clause 1s)(1): A Member, offcer
or employee may ot “Knowingly accepta g except as provided” n tis Rule. The House 1nd
Senate Rues operate s the regultions for the aceeptance of ifts which may otherwise be
proibited unde fedral .ot 5 U.S.C. § 7353. That law probibits solictation ofscceptance

continucd..)
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