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Summary

Some two months after Albania held parliamentary elections, a new government was sworn in on September 11, 2005. Democratic Party leader Sali Berisha, whose controversial term as President of Albania ended in 1997 amidst violent civil unrest, returned to power as the new Prime Minister and leads a center-right coalition government. Along with other states in the western Balkan region, Albania seeks membership in NATO and the European Union, but its accession prospects are not certain. This report may be updated as events warrant. A related CRS paper is CRS Report RL33012, Islamic Terrorism and the Balkans.
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Summary

Some two months after Albania held parlamentary clections.  new government
was sworn in on September 11, 2005. Demacratic Party leader Sali Berisha, whose
controversial term as President of Albania ended in 1997 amidst violent civil unrest,
retumed to power as the new Prime Minister and leads a cent

‘Along wilh other states n the western Balkun region, Albania secks
i in NATO and the European Union, but its accession prospects are not
certin, This report may be updated as events wamrant. A related CRS report is
RL33012, Ilamic Terrorism and the Balkans.

Current Political Situation

During the Cold War, Albasia was roled by a butaly repressive communist regi
bt kept the county in near-total isolation and underdevelopment. The legacy of this
experience - in additon o poitcalinstabiliy, weak insitutions, economic problems,and
wars in neighboring states over the lst decade - has hindered Albania's democratic and
economic transition from communism. I arly 1997, 4 seies of destbilizing events
brought Albania o the brink ofivil war. The collapse of several popular but unregulated
mes prompted thousands of citzens to demonstrute and evenually ke
up arms against the Democratic Paty-led government and President Sli Berisha. A briel
international intervention and new elections restored order and a semblance of political
normalcy.

ary elections were considered by the international
atry’s democratic development s it prepares for
mbership in NATO and the European Union (EU). The incus
‘overnment led by the leftist Socialist Party and Prirse Minister Fatos Nano came to
power aterthe 1997 period of unrest and also won the last paliamentary vote in 2001
Since the fall of communism in 1991, Albania’s political scene has been luczely shaped
by a bittr feud between the Socialist Party and the Democratc Party — and especially
between their longstanding respective leaders. Nano and Berisha — as well as by
intermitient power strugeles within each party bloc
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