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Summary

In 2005, Egypt conducted two sets of elections that illustrate both the opportunities and challenges for U.S. democracy promotion policy in the Middle East. On September 7, 2005, Egypt conducted its first multi-candidate presidential election, resulting in the reelection of President Hosni Mubarak with 88% of the vote. Although some have credited Egypt for holding a competitive election, many have criticized the outcome and alleged fraud. Parliamentary elections in Egypt resulted in the ruling NDP party securing an overwhelming majority of seats but also saw independent candidates affiliated with the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood winning nearly 20% of seats, a dramatic gain from previous elections. This report provides an overview of both elections and their implications for U.S. policy. For more information on Egypt, see CRS Report RL33003, Egypt: Background and U.S. Relations, by [author name scrubbed].
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Summary

102005, Egyptconducted two sts of elections that illusrat both the opportunites
‘and challenges for U.S. democracy promoion policy in the Middle Esst. On September
17,2005, Egypt conducted ts frs muli-candidste presidential election, resuling in the
siclection of President Hosni Mubarak with 88% of the vore. Although some have
eredited Egypt for holding a competitve election, many have criicized the outcome and
alleged fraud. Pariamentary elections in Egyptresulted inthe ruling NDP pary securing
‘an overwhelming majorty f seas but also saw independent candidates afflsted with
the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood winning nearly 20 of seats. 4 dramaic gain from
previous clectons. This report provides an overview of both elections and their
mplications for U.S. policy. For more information on Egypt. sce CRS Report RL33003,
Egypt: Background and U.S. Relations, by (name redacied).

Background

I recent years, Egypiian President Hosni Mubarak and bis ruling National

Democratic Party (NDP) have faced growing criticism, both domestcally and

dinglimited progress on politiallberalization. O frequently cited

et presidential clection process. in which

4 by the NDP-controlled People’s Assembly
Uower house of puriament) and then approved in  nationwide *yes or no” referendun

which was thought o be manipulated by authorites. With the past four referendums

without a competito routinely resuling in Mubarak receiving anywhere from 93% to

981 “yes” votes, the process was widely viewed at home and abroad s llegitimate and
was perceived us an anachronism in the eyes of younger Egyptians. The recent publicity

surzounding elections in Iag, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and the West Bank & Gaza Stip

only heightened this perception, as Egypt. the largest Arab county, appeared out of step

the Arsb world. In additon, Egpts ruling lite has been gradually

- faction of young. media-savvy. and

s within the NDP (led by the Presidents son. Gamal Mubarak)

e politcal culure in order to modernize the NDP's image

intermationally.

without having o elinguish the party’s zrip on povier.
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