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Summary

Several bills have been introduced in the 109th Congress to amend the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, 11 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. H.R. 3662 would delay the effective date for the means test amendments to the Code enacted in the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act. H.R. 3697, S. 1647, S. 1765, and S. 1766 would make substantive amendments to the Code to deal with victims of natural disasters. They are discussed below. This report will be updated as events warrant.
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Summary

Several bills have been introduced in the 109 Congress to amend the US,
Bankruptcy Code, 11U.C.§ 101 erseq. in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. HR. 3662
‘would delay the effective dateforthe means test amendments o the Code enacted n the
Banknuptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act. HR. 3697. S. 1647,

1765, and 5. 176 would make substantive amendmentstothe Code to deal with victis.
of natural isasters. They are discussed below. This eport will be updated ss events

‘Many merbers of the public and of Congress have expressed concern aver horw
bankruptcy la in general and implementaton of the new bankruptcy provisions n the
Bankruptey Abuse Prevention and Consumes Protection Act (BAPCPA). P.L 109-5. many
of which take effect on October 17, 2005, will ffectvietims of Hurricane Katrina.' This
report teviews bills inroduced 1o date which would amend provisions of the LS.
Bankrupiey Code, 11 US.C. § 101 et. seg.

Tuwa provisions,a bill, LR, 3662, cnited the *
Survivors Act of 2005” and 4 proposed (but nol adopted) amendment (0 H.R. 2862,
Would delsy th effective date for the BAPCPA amendments by two years or one year
respectively. This would allow hurrcane victims more time 1o file under the curre
(500 10 expire) provisions of chapters 7. 11, and 13.

HLR. 3697, the Hurricane Katrina Bankruptey Relif and Commurity Protction Act

of 2005" would make substantive changes to the Code.

For more background, sce CRS Report RL33082, Bankpupicy Relef and Notural Disaster
Vicins

S.Amdt, 1675, 109 Cang. 2

ess. 2005).

" Both individual and busness banksupey ilings have incressed inantcipaionofhe BAPCPA
Twoairines, Deltsand Northwest, led on the same day. See 17 BNABANKS. L REp. 762, U5
Bankrupicy Flings Up 16 Percens, Marking Record Nuber for Any Quarter Sept. 1, 2005
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